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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


A REVIEW of the small house competition organised by ** The 
Architectural Forum”? is given on p. 576 


A REVIEW og) the progress made on the Festival of Britain 
Exhibition of Live Architecture is given by Mr. E. G. Y. 
Adams, A.R.I.B.A., on p. 578 


SPEAKING in Walsall recently, Mr. George Tomlinson, Minister 
of Education, said that on average, schools approved in the 1950 
programme have been below the cost limits. Primary schools 
have cost £158 per place, against £195 in 1949. Average 
secondary school costs have been reduced from £320 to £272 
per place. p. 591 


TO ENCOURAGE INTEREST in technical education in London, 
the L.M.B.A. is setting up a trust fund for the award of medals 
and bursaries to students at the various schools of building and 
technical institutes throughout the London area. p. 594 


AMONG THE FIRST RECIPIENTS of the Fellowship of the 
Institute of Clerks of Works is Mr. O. Pittaway, who has spent 
the whole of his working life (49 years) on Liverpool Cathedral. 

p. 604 


A CONTRACT for the construction of what is claimed to be the 

first prestressed, post-tensioned, reinforced concrete, counter- 
balanced cantilever bridge in this country has been awarded 
by Shrewsbury Borough Council. p. 589 





NO HOUSING POLICY ? 


R. DALTON’S preoccupation with National Parks has 
thrown the task of defending the Government’s policy, 
or rather lack of policy, for housing upon Mr. Lindgren, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Local Government 
and Planning. Mr. Lindgren carries the responsibility uneasily. 
Speaking at Hatfield on April 7, he described a good house as 
being ‘“‘a fundamental necessity to good community life, to 
which the worker is entitled. Good building and good develop- 
ment cost money,” he added, ‘‘ and that cost means rent for the 
house. That rent is a heavy slice out of the worker’s income 
from his work, and the Government’s task is to provide housing 
accommodation and amenities within the ability of the worker 
to pay.” 

Mr. Lindgren with his sources of information should know 
that this task is just what the Government are not fulfilling. 
Comments by housing authorities given in our recent issues 
reinforce what is known to every housing authority regardless 
of political colour, namely, that the rents which must be charged 
on houses built to the present excessive standards of size and 
fitments are beyond the reach of many of the families in greatest 
need. The Government’s complacency in this matter was again 
reflected in Mr. Lindgren’s remarks in the House of Commons 
on April 11, when—replying to Mr. Deedes, who sought the 
elimination as quickly as possible of Service huts used for dwell- 
ing purposes—he said that at their best these hutted camps 
were substandard and at their worst they were grim, but the 
people who occupied them preferred huts to the type of accom- 
modation they had left or to no home at all. ‘* The camps,” 
said Mr. Lindgren, ** will have to continue to exist for a con- 
siderable time, until new houses can be built for the people who 
occupy them.” Later, on April 20, Mr. Lindgren described as 
** typical Tory humbug” the statement by Mr. Gilbert Longden 
that there were over 1,000,000 people living in damp and dismal 
hutments and in caravans, or with uncongenial or unstable 
companions, and resisted a request that the proportion of 
private to municipal licences should be left entirely to the dis- 
cretion of local authorities. 


In his speech at Hatfield, referred to earlier. the Parliamentary 
Secretary made reference to The Builder competition for low- 
cost ‘housing. ‘‘ The approach of this competition to the 
problem of building costs is, to my mind, all wrong,” he de- 
clared. ‘“‘ The promoters said : ‘What can we provide for 
£1,000?” The answer was something which those of us con- 
cerned with decent housing conditions cannot accept. The 
more correct approach is : ‘ What are the essential standards of 
accommodation and fittings, and what can be done to bring the 
cost of the provision of these essential standards within a rent 
which does not press hard upon the tenant ?’”’ The comments 
of the camp-dwellers and those without homes of their 
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own upon the correctness of Mr. Lindgren’s views might be 
illuminating. 

Some six weeks ago, Dr. Dalton promised that a circular 
giving a lead on the question of local authority housing would 
be issued. One may search, and search in vain, for any sign 
of a practical policy in the Parliamentary Secretary’s statements. 
He isolates the problem of providing houses at manageable 
rentals, recognises the desperate need of camp-dwellers and the 
homeless, but gives no hint of any policy which will produce 
more houses at lower rents. Does this mean that the Govern- 
ment have no policy other than the political slogan of houses to 
let for those in greatest need? For those whose simple ambi- 
tion it is to have a home of their own, words have ceased to 
attract. Nothing less than a positive plan to use the latent 
drive and resource of the building industry to their fullest extent 
will now satisfy. 


THE L.C.C. AND CARLTON HOUSE 
TERRACE 


THE Carlton House-terrace controversy was carried a stage 

further on Tuesday when the Town Planning Committee 
of the London County Council informed the Minister of Works 
that it adheres to the view that the external appearance of the 
existing buildings should be retained substantially intact, and 
considers that the proposals submitted fail in this respect; that 
the alterations proposed, particularly the construction of the 
additional storeys, would have an adverse effect upon the scale 
and composition of the buildings; that the proposals are open 
to considerable objection under the London Building Acts in 
respect of the provision of means of escape in case of fire; and 
that the garage accommodation would be inadequate. The 
Committee also recapitulated other objections to the scheme, 
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practical and esthetic, which have been fully set forth in our 
own columns as well as elsewhere and need not now be restated; 
but it can be said that taken all together they make a formidable 
indictment of the Government’s proposals. It is a pity that 
plans cannot be made available for publication so that there 
may be no doubt in the public mind about what is intended, 
From the evidence available it seems clear that the terrace 
is to be virtually demolished and rebuilt, and that little more than 
the facades to the Mall would be allowed to remain. This, 
surely, is a mockery of preservation. The Government should 
now consider the abandonment of this ill-advised and unpopular 
project. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES 


THE British Industries Fair, which opens at Birmingham, 

Earls Court and Olympia on Monday, promises once again 
to be a technical show of which Great Britain may be proud, 
The calls of the defence programme have not had the effect 
on the displays that might have been expected ; the interest is 
as wide as ever, there are many new developments, particularly 
in mechanisation for the building and civil engineering indus- 
tries, and it is good to note that a large number of firms show 
keen interest in export. 


A tendency may be detected recently to regard export, especi- 
ally to the dollar countries, as having lost its urgent character. 
The recent balancing of the dollar account and the claims of our 
own rearmament programme are, of course, factors. Exports 
remain our national lifeline no less positively now than they have 
been over the past six years, and for that reason we are glad to 
learn that a good representation of foreign buyers is expected. 
A survey of exhibits and new developments in building plant 
given in this issue will be of assistance, we hope, not only to such 
visitors but to our own building trade. 











“THE DEPOSITION” : 
AN ALTAR-PIECE 
Carved in plastic board by 
H. Brough-Robertson 


What would seem to be a new and successful experiment in carving has been introduced by Mr. H. Brough-Robertson in the Altar-piece 


shown in the larger illustration on this page. 


of white—and his method is to cut away the upper surface with special chisels. 


Mr. Robertson uses Warerite plastic board—a sheet of black superimposed on another 


Something of the method employed may be seen 


from the detail of the Christ’s head. He obtains three tones—black, a middle tone and (where the black slopes away) white. The 
result is highly interesting, for variations in tone values are perceptible as the viewpoint changes ; for this the bevelling of the in- 


cisions is responsible. 


This new technique should have considerable possibilities for ecclesiastic work, though the artist has also 


achieved some highly successful portraits in the same medium 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


The Stencil Age? 


HE last five years could be said to be 
remarkable for many things, from the 
rise of the Festival of Britain to the lack 
of rise of the New Towns, or, on a small 
scale, the undeniable rise of the stencil as an 
aid to the ““ drawing beautiful.” A pamphlet 
from a well-known drawing-office supply 
company sets forth the possibilities of the 
use of the stencil in relentless fashion. 
Almost every facet of the letterer’s craft is 
now covered by this ingenious invention, 
from medieval thorough classical to the 
much-vaunted Victorian style (so popular to- 
day) and the most flamboyant north points. 
The famous specification heading, with its 
myriad curlicues, can also be achieved 
with the aid of the stencil. To tell the truth, 
we were always puzzled at the similarity of 
this standard heading among so many speci- 
fications, and suspect that it possibly con- 
cealed the “father of all stencils.” 

Natty corners to the borders of drawings 
can also be obtained in stencil form, and 
although there is not a general vogue for 
“natty border corners” at the moment, it 
might not be very long before the craze 
breaks out. After all, who would have 
prophesied the age of neo-Victoriana through 
which we are whimsically passing at this 
moment? 

Cultivation of the stencil must inevitably 
cause the deterioration of the draughtsman’s 
art, for by this means architectural drawings 
can be annotated efficiently and attractively 
yet remain alien to the art of the draughts- 
man. Whether such a fact is really import- 
ant may be open to dispute, yet in the long 
run mastery of form by the hand is not 
far removed from mastery of form by the 
eye. Also, oddly enough, speed has little 
to do with the matter, for the process of 
lettering with a stencil is surprisingly tedious. 
Perhaps, now that there are distinct signs of 
a renaissance in fine draughtsmanship, the 
mastery of the charming art form of letter- 
ing will once again assume its rightful 
importance. ‘ 


Tribute to Mr. Vincent Harris 


Mr. E. VINCENT Harris, R.A., O.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A., was entertained to dinner at the 
Connaught Hotel, W.1, on April 20, by past 
and present members of his staff, in appre- 
ciation of the award to him of the Royal 
Gold Medal for Architecture, 1951. Mr. 
Berry Webber, who took the chair, spoke of 
the affection for Mr. Harris, which in- 
variably grew out of the experience of dis- 
cipline in his office. Mr. Harris had set 
an example by the personal character he had 
given to his work, and the honour accorded 
_ him had given pleasure to all who knew 

im. 

The toast was warmly received, and after 
Mr. Harris had responded, all those present 
added their word to a happy and informal 
occasion. Many messages were received 
from those overseas or unable to attend. 
Others present were: Messrs. A. Bailey, J. 
Harrison Ball, E. Bass, F. Burn, D. Bush, 
T. J. Denny, R. B. H. Ellis, W. Godwin, M. 
Hare, C. Hart, J. G. D. Henderson, F. 
Hodge, D. H. McMorran, P. P. McNeil, 
T. Mitchell, P. K. Pope, E. R. Saxon Snell, 
and J. Watson. 


Ducks at the “ A.A.” 


_ THE EXHIBITION at the Architectural Asso- 
Clation, consisting of drawings of ducks by 
Mr. Peter Shepheard for a forthcoming book 
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on the subject, forms a collection of charm- 
ing illustrations executed with infinite care. 
Almost every type of duck has obviously 
received long study, and though such a pas- 
time is far removed from architecture yet 
in his brilliant colouring technique and fine 
draughtsmanship Mr. Shepheard has 
achieved, at times, an “architectural” per- 
fection of form and patterning. 

The “A.A.” are to be congratulated on 
the showing of Mr. Shepheard’s work, work 
which illustrates another talent of an already 
very talented draughtsman. 


Scholarships in Architecture 

THE Councit of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation announce the award of the following 
scholarships at the A.A. School of Archi- 
tecture :—The “Leverhulme” scholarship 
(value £1,000), Mr. B. Dewhurst (Durham 
School and Plymouth School of Art); The 
“Minter” open entrance scholarship (value 
£100), Mr. C. R. Lamb (Berkhamsted 
School); The “Sir Walter Lawrence ” open 
entrance scholarship (value £100), Mr. 
P. D. Pank (Wellington College); The Metal 
Window Scholarship (value £75) presented 
by The British Metal Window Manufac- 
turers’ Association, Ltd.. Mr. M. H. V. 
Jones (Highgate School); The Natural 
Asphalte Council scholarship (value £50) 
presented by the Natural Asphalte Mine- 
Owners and Manufacturers’ Council, Mr. 
A. J. Ballantine (St. Dunstan’s College, 
S.E.6). 


Harvard Scholarship Award 

MR. PATRICK HORSBRUGH, A.A.DipI1.(Hons.), 
A.R.I.B.A., has been awarded a Travelling 
Scholarship offered by the Department of 
Landscape Architecture in Harvard Univer- 
sity. He will leave for America in the 
autumn and expects to be away for a year. 
Mr. Horsbrugh gained first prize in the com- 
petition recently decided for designs for a 
Seaside Hotel, organised for the Festival of 
Britain (Northern Ireland) by the Royal 
Society of Ulster Architects and C.E.M.A. 
His designs were illustrated in our last issue. 


An Exhibition of Bath Architecture 

AN ATTRACTIVE FEATURE of the Bath 
Assembly, 1951, which is to be held from 
May 20 to June 2, is to be an exhibition 
of the Architecture of Bath, which will 
be held at the Octagon Chapel, Milsom- 
street. The exhibition is being arranged 
by a committee which includes members 
of the Bath Group of Architects, the author 
of “ The Georgian Buildings of Bath ” and 
the director of the Victoria Art Gallery, 
Bath. It is being held in conjunction with 
the Bath Assembly and the Festival of Brit- 
ain, and will have the fine setting of the 
Octagon Chapel, designed by Thomas 
Lightoler and first opened for worship in 
1767. The building’s use as a place of 
worship has now long since been discon- 
tinued, but it has been restored and re- 
decorated recently by the Bath City Council 
and’ should make an admirable setting for 
the display of photographs and drawings of 
the buildings of Bath. 

The exhibition will deal with Bath Archi- 
tecture in chronological order and will be 
grouped, as far as possible, under the names 
of architects, and some contemporary works 
will be included. . One of the features of 
the exhibition will be a special display show- 
ing the processes involved in the working 
of the indigenous building material, Bath 
stone. 

One of the main purposes of the 
exhibition at the Octagon is to provide a 
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stimulating basis for the inspection of the 
actual three-dimensional architecture of 
Bath itself, as a plan of the City will relate 
to actual buildings to be seen, and these 
buildings are to be named with descriptive 
plaques which will follow the course of an 
easy tour which can be undertaken by 
visitors and students. 


Professional Announcements 


Mr. W. A. CeEssForD BALL, F.R.I.B.A., chartered 
architect and building surveyor, has moved from 
Grantham House, Putney Heath, to offices at 205, 
Lavender Hill, Clapham Junction, S.W.11. Tel. Nos. : 
Battersea 2481-82. 

Messrs. A. L. CURRIE AND BROWN, chartered quantity 
surveyors, 68, Victoria-street, London, S.W.1, have taken 
into partnership Mr. A. E. Cooper, A.R.1L.C.S., who has 
been a senior assistant with the firm for some years. The 
name and style of the firm will remain unchanged and the 
practice continued from the offices at London, Watford 
and Glasgow. 


COMING EVENTS 
Monday, April 30 

FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS.—Annual general 
meeting preceded by luncheon. Connaught Rooms, 
W.C.2. 1 p.m. 

HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF BUILDING AND ARTS AND 
CraFts.—‘* The Expert Witness,’ by Mr. P. C. Lamb, 
K.C. School of Building, Lime-grove, Shepherd’s Bush, 
W.12. 3.15 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 1 

R.I.B.A.—A.G.M. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN.—Opening of 
E.A.W. Festival Exhibition, entitled, “A Century of 
Progress in the Home.” 35, Grosvenor-place, S.W.1. 
4 p.m. 

BUILDING ALLIANCE GOLFING SocieTy.—Spring meet- 
ing for the ‘“‘ Dyke”? Cup. Sunningdale Golf Club. 

Wednesday, May 2 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION.— 
“ Housing London’s Millions,’ by Lady Pepler. 28, King- 
Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. 6.15 p.m. 

Roya Society OF ArTs.—Opening of “Exhibition of 
Exhibitions.”” R.S.A., John Adam-street, Adelphi, 
W.C.2. 10 a.m. to6p.m. (Wednesdays 8 p.m.). Con- 
tinuing until September 29 (Sundays excepted.) 

Thursday, May 3 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—Discussion on 
civil engineering Code of Practice No. 5, “ Drainage 
(Sewerage) ” to be opened by Mr. F. J. Crabb, Caxton 
Hall, S.W.1. 6 p.m. : 

THE ENGINEERS’ GUILD.—Mr. C. W. Niel McGowan, 
M.A., M.I.C.E., on ‘How Engineers Can Promote 
International Understanding.” Caxton Hall, West- 
minster, 6 p.m. 

Friday, May 4 

INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS (LONDON AND 
Home Counties BRANCH).—A.G.M. 13, Suffolk-street, 
Haymarket, S.W.1. 6.30 p.m. 

BritisH CoLouR CounciL.—Dinner 
Dorchester Hotel, W.1. 7.30 p.m. 

Saturday, May 5 

RoyAL AcApeMy.—Summer Exhibition, Burlington 
House, W.1. 9.30 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily except Sunday 
2 p.m. to6p.m. (Open urtil Sunday, August 26.) 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—Visit to Harlow 
New Town. Institution’s offices, 118, Victoria-street, 
Westminster. 9.45 a.m. 


and dance. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, April 26, 1851. 

PROPOSED EXHIBITION OF MODERN FOREIGN 
ArT.—A large exhibition of pictures, by 
many of the great painters of the various 
European schools of art will be shortly 
opened to the public. The great industrial 
exhibition not including works of painting, 
the present enterprise is intended to fill this 
vacancy, and for that purpose the mansion 
in St. James’s-square, called Litchfield 
House, has been taken, and is now being 
fitted up. The principal living artists of the 
French, German, Dutch, Belgian, Italian and 
Spanish schools have engaged, we are told, 
to send their works, and the leading English 
painters will be invited to contribute to this 
gathering of pictorial art. 
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SMALL HOUSES IN THE U.S.A. 


Results of a Nation-wide Housing Competition 
By P. B. KENYON, M.A, A.M.LCE., A.M.T.PLL. 


T is an interesting coincidence that the 

Editors of The Builder and its American 
counterpart “ The Architectural Forum: The 
Magazine of Building” should  simul- 
taneously have organised competitions for 
the design of the small house. Both papers 
announced their competitions in September, 
1950, and the results were announced for 
The Builder in February, 1951, and for its 
American counterpart in its February issue 
also, though it is only now, when its March 
issue has reached this country, that it has 
been possible to study the American answers 
to the problem and to see how far they 
can be applied to our own country. 


The Problems Compared 


It is perhaps as well first to compare and 
to contrast the problems set in the two coun- 
tries. In our own case, the problem was to 
design a two-storey terrace house, to cost 
not more than £1,000. Here generally archi- 
tecis have to satisfy a definite client (such as 
a local authority) and the Ministry of Local 
Government and Planning who set the stan- 
dards as far as areas, etc., are concerned. 
In most cases only after designs are executed 
and the quantities completed is any approach 
made to the builder. Also the great majority 
of houses built to-day are financed by the 
State and are not for sale. 

In the case of the American competition, 
the preamble states—* Of the 925,000 houses 
being built this year, roughly 70 per cent. 
will be small houses selling for less than 
$10,000 to families of modest income. Most 
of them will be built and sold by members 
of the National Association of Home 
Builders (N.A.H.B.). They are the builders of 
the average American home for the average 
American family. More often than not, this 
home is built with a minimum of profes- 
sional architectural service and its livability 
and appearance suffer accordingly.”” Respon- 
sibility for this unfortunate condition rests 
on both the architectural profession and the 
home builders—as has been frankly admitted 
by spokesmen of both groups in the pages 
of Building. 

The house had to be of not greater area 
than 1,000 sq. ft. and its design and construc- 
tion had to meet general F.H.A. and V.A. 
requirements (roughly the equivalent of our 
own Ministry and bye-law standards). It was 
to be designed for any locality—not one 
particular part of the country—and was to be 
of non-basement one storey type. 


A Difference of Client 


It will be seen from the outset, therefore, 
that although the concept of a small, well 
planned house was the same, there was a 
very vital difference in purpose. Here The 
Builder was asking the architectural profes- 
sion to show the country that the small and 
economically planned house could be pro- 
duced to satisfy the country’s need. In 
America the person to be satisfied was the 
builder, who had to be shown that an archi- 
tect designed house not only could be 


attractive but could be built at a cost which 
the public could afford, as although State 
mortgage loans are available, State subsidy 
and rate subsidy of rental (as we have) are 
not available for the type of house envisaged 
in the competition. 





The other major difference is in the con- 
cept of town planning between the two 
countries. Here the terrace house is almost 
expected in housing estates in order to 
obtain densities of the nature of 8-12 per acre 
which we need to conserve our land. In 
America the detached house is considered the 
right type of development as land is not at 
such a premium, and with the almost uni- 
versal use of the motor-car the spreading of 
their estates over large areas does not present 
the same problems of providing shops, 
schools, etc., that would occur in_ this 
country. 

There was another fundamental difference 
in the basic concept of the two competitions 
and that was in the sponsoring. Here the 
only sponsor was The Builder, which pro- 
vided the prize money out of its own 
resources. In America only some of the 
prize money was found by Building, the 
remainder coming from N.A.H.B. and such 
manufacturers and trade associations as the 
American Gas Association, the General 
Electric Company, Kwickset Locks Inc., with 
special prizes coming from glass makers, 
plywood and kitchen fitments firms. 

Considering the size of the American conti- 
nent, it is hardly surprising that while The 
Builder had 322 entries, the American total 
was 2,727. Having seen the exhibition at 
County Hall, one can only sympathise with 
the American assessors! 


General Trends 


Before considering any of the designs in 
detail it would perhaps be as well to consider 
their general trends and to see how they 
compare with ours. 


STANDARDS : First comes the 
question of standards, and perhaps one 
can best quote from the American compe- 
tition report: ‘While the F.H.A. and V.A. 
design and construction requirements were 
recognised by the program (their spelling, 
not mine), a broad interpretation of them 
was purposely permitted. This permitted 
them [the designers] to blink at many of the 
Government’s picayune restrictions concern- 
ing contemporary design, roof pitch, dwarf 
partitions, open planning, multiple use of 
space, etc.—restrictions which are tending to 
freeze small house design to yesterday’s pat- 
terns—restriction which, if followed to the 
letter, would have inhibited the imaginations 
of the contestants and produced only a series 
of uninspired house designs little better than 
those built to-day. It is hoped that the 
results of the competition will prompt 
F.H.A. and V.A. to take a fresh look at their 
old design standards.” This is almost what 
the majority of The Builder competition 
entrants said of the Housing Manuals. 


Surprisingly, perhaps, the American com- 
petition did not attract many big architec- 
tural names, and one feels that Building is 
somewhat disappointed that the best-known 
architects are not interested in the small 
house—an unfortunate facet of the small 
house design problem which they had hoped 
the competition would solve. One of the 
Assessors says: “. . . the depressing fact is 
that the ~ architectural. profession seems 
unaware of the very real contribution it 
could make to the subdivision house; namely 
space planning.” 

They found, too, that no one presented any 
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really new or resourceful ideas for a better 
way to construct a small house, and that 
most of the designs showed that architects 
still think in terms of shape and the look of 
a house and that it was anybody’s responsj- 
bility to put it together by whatever process 
or schedule the contractor might contrive, 


The other general trends are best summed 
up by the following characteristics which 
favourably impressed the jury of assessors 
and which are equally vital to us here :— 

1. Recognition that the small house 
must accommodate children as well as 
adults—apparent by the provision of child- 
ren’s play space within the house; 

2. Dual use of space—circulation areas 
enlarged to accommodate children’s play 
things, laundry equipment, dining tables, 
etc.; 

3. Generous storage facilities. 


On the other hand the jury viewed with 
alarm the fact that many designs did not 
make more use of the basic ingredients of a 
good economical builder’s house :— 

1. A square or rectangular plan; 

2. Minimum corridor space; 

3. Avoidance of diagonal circulation 
through the living room; 

4. Back-to-back kitchen and bathroom 
—(which we should note for flats, and con- 
vert perhaps to bathroom over kitchen for 
houses). 


SIMPLICITY : It is also of interest to note 
the assessors’ remarks on the actual! presenta- 
tion: ‘“ The jury sought almost in vain for 
simple solutions and simple drawings. If 
only contestants realised how much simplicity 
counted not only in competitions, but also in 
architectural design in general they would 
not fill their sheets full of meaningless pen 
strokes, shades and shadows, distracting 
figures, etc.! ” 


The assessors discovered a number of stock 
clichés constantly recurring, and list such 
items as: the indication on drawings of 
various space uses by a space-destroying 
change in floor material at entirely arbitrary 
boundary lines; too many big expensive 
glazed rolling doors that denied any need of 
privacy, presented a real weathering problem 
and which would have been an invitation toa 
small boy with a hammer; the amazing 
number and tricky variety of clerestory win- 
dows; the number of hung-in-space, free-form 
fireplaces made of some kind of yet-to-be 
invented, non-cracking “ plastic masonry.” 


LAYOUT: Finally on the general con- 
cepts their remarks on site planning are 
illuminating. One of the architect assessors 
writes: “In my opinion one single thing in 
the very nature of the programme that cut 
short the chances for really significant ideas 
was the lack of any opportunity to use Jand 
as it should be used. There was little or no 
chance to make any contribution to the 
elimination of deadly rows of houses which 
are more deadly because of their ‘all too 
obvious’ effort to put on ‘ different ties.’ We 
need imaginative site planning and an under- 
standing of decent and beautiful use of land. 
Therein lies the biggest stumbling block in 
this new and commendable effort to put the 
architect and developer into partnership. 
Certainly the acres and acres and rows upon 
rows of humpty little houses are not good 
to see—variety is superficial and strained, 
privacy is not there. ... The matter of 
repeating any one of _ the individual 
designs (even the best ones) 20 or 30 times— 
side by side—haunted me all through the 
judging. The building of 20 or 30 of the 
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DESIGN PLACED FIRST in the American competition organised by “The Architectural 


Forum: The Magazine of Buil 


best ones, all different, side by side, would be 
little better.” 


The Winning Design 

To turn, however, from the generalisation 
to an individual design, the illustration shows 
the winning design by Ralph Walker. Its 
features can best be summed up by quoting 
from the report:— 

“This house came up to the top because 
of its spacious yet unpretentious floor plan, 
Its clean, handsome yet gentle exterior 
appearance, the feeling of shelter which the 
design imparts and its refreshing freedom 
from architectural clichés. Though not as 
exciting as some of the other prize winners 
in its details, this is a big little house whose 
all-round good sense and good taste are out- 
Standing. 

“Unlike some of the other premiated 
houses which are squeezed-down versions of 
big houses, this first prize winner is admit- 
tedly a little house—but with a built-in 
feeling of spaciousness. It has no separate 
multi-purpose room, but the 13 ft. x 22 ft. 
living area is big enough to accommodate 


ng.” By Ralph Walker 


quiet conversation, formal or informal dining, 
and the children’s games or work. All three 
of its bedrooms are of comfortable propor- 
tions, and two of them may be combined 
into a daytime playroom. The bathroom is 
bigger than average and subdivided. Closets 
are numerous, large and augmented by built- 
in bedroom dressers and by storage space at 
the end of the carport. 


“ Although considerable space is devoted 
to circulation it is concentrated in the hall- 
way and does not interfere with the use of 
the major rooms.” 


In considering this design from our own 
standpoint, we must remember that its size is 
1,000 sq. ft., compared to the 781 sq. ft. of 
the winning design in The Builder compe- 
tition and 875 sq. ft. of the runner-up, and 
that this space comparison becomes even 
more acute when one deducts the space taken 
up by a staircase and landfmg in our houses. 

It is perhaps in their external appearance 
that any of the house designs would meet 
the most severe criticism in this country, for 
internally there are not many ideas or con- 
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cepts that we have not utilised in our own 
housing. 


Special Prizes 


Considered with the general competition 
were three special divisions; for the use of 
glass, of plywood and in kitchen design. In 
the plywood section, the first prize was given 
for a design for a wardrobe, the doors acting 
as shelves which would hold such items as 
socks, shoes, etc., and with drawers built-in 
below the level of hanging clothes, while 
the second prize went to a low storage 
cabinet with folding table to act as a screen 
to the kitchen fitting, and forming the cock- 
tail bar type of feeding space so liked in 
these houses. 

The glass section is difficult to consider 
in the face of our weather, for the vast areas 
of glass, etc., depicted are hardly likely to 
find favour here. 

In the kitchen design sectign one has the 
feeling that the competitors had the choice 
of far too many kitchen appliances and were 
trying hard to find space for them all, and 
the assessors comment on the lack of charm 
that had been brought into the kitchen. 
Certainly, viewed from the standpoint of 
the £1,000 house, they are completely 
fantastic as the cost would be prohibitive, 
and one cannot help feeling that many of 
the designs of kitchens in this country where 
cheapness is not of prime importance do as 
well—if not better. 


Conclusions 


What general conclusions can we draw 
from this competition for our own use? I 
suggest : 

1. That in a country where speculative 
building is considered the right method of 
producing houses, the architect has an 
important part to play to help and work 
with the builder to produce better houses, 
more economically, and that house design 
is a job for the expert and that it is a branch 
of architecture that needs as much thought 
and study as any other; 

2. That in a country, many times more 
wealthy in terms of productive capacity than 
we are, it has been found necessary to curb 
the ever increasing size (and cost) of their 
houses so that the people can afford them; 


3. That to enable the small house to fulfil 
the requirements of its occupants there must 
be no waste space and that such things as 
halls and corridors must be cut to the 
minimum. 

4. The economy in a house lies in its 
planning rather than in new construction 
methods; 


5. That site layout is as important as house 
design. (Perhaps with our 1947 Town and 
Country Planning Act, (if well administered) 
we have an answer to the problem); and 


6. That official agencies always will be a 
few years behind accepted and proven pro 
gress in architecture and it is probable that 
much of the benefit that competitions such 
as these two will give a country is to make 
the need for change very clear. 


A final conclusion is how similar are the 
problems of the two countries, in some res- 
pects, but how different due to climate, 
economic and sociological conditions, and 
that although we can both learn from each 
other, our learning must be done with intelli- 
gence and with knowledge of the problems 
faced by both sides. One feels that in the 
design of the small house we have as much 
to teach the Americans as we have to learn 
from them in other branches of building. 
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The Festival of Britain 


The Exhibition of Live Architecture, Poplar 


Progress Reviewed by E. G. Y. ADAMS, A.R.LB.A. 


TP !HREE years ago Mr. Herbert Morrison, 

then Lord President, suggested to the 
Festival of Britain organisers that they 
should design an exhibition of architecture, 
town planning and building research to run 
concurrently with the main Festival Exhi- 
bition on the South Bank. A committee 
of technical advisers was set up under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Howard Lobb, the 
architect, to consider the best way of stag- 
ing such an exhibition. The first idea was 
to build a small-scale model town to be 
known as “ Lflliput,” but it was eventually 
decided that any exhibition of a temporary 














nature would prove a waste of money and 
effort compared with a “ live ” exhibition of 
building which would show Festival visitors 
the latest principles of planning and scien- 
tific building in actual application, and 
which would also form a permanent con- 
tribution to London’s reconstruction after 
the Festival had ended. 


Area of “Blitz and Blight ” 

It was known that the London County 
Council were actively preparing plans for 
the development of Neighbourhood No. 9 
in the Stepney-Poplar reconstruction area, 
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on the lines laid down in the County of 
London Plan. This was an area of extep- 
sive “ blitz and blight” which was high op 
the list for redevelopment and where recon. 
struction would show visitors the problem 
we face, in replanning, at its most difficult, 
The County Council were approached and 
they agreed to co-operate with the Festiva] 
Office in carrying out the work of planning 
and building necessary to turn this blitzed 
and derelict area of the East End of Lop. 
don into the site it is today, busy with the 
building of a new community, with homes 
and public buildings as good as modern 
technical skill can make them. The cost of 
the scheme was to be borne jointly by the 
L.C.C. and by the Festival Office. 


The neighbourhood unit totalled 124 
acres, and of this 30 acres is being de- 
veloped for the Festival Exhibition of “ Live 
Architecture,” and has been given the name 
of Lansbury. Detailed plans have been 
prepared and negotiations with all the 
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No. Building Architect 34 Upper North-street School 
1 and 2 6-storey flats (existing) Future Community 
6 ee T. rm etiam aides Handisyde and Stark 
4 and 5 6-storey flats . \ Director of Housing and = antccipel - a a ws : a a eee 
a a Valuer, L.C.C. 36 Seamen’s Mission (extensions) Gunton and Gunton 
6 and 7 3-storey fats 37 Trinity church manse Handisyde and Stark 
8 6-storey flats 38 Board of Trade (existing) 
9 3-storey flats | 39 Public house (existing) 
10 and 11 3-storey flats... a a Bridgwater and Shepheard | 40 New public house Stewart and Hendry 
12 2-storey flats for old people ... G. A. Jellicoe | 41 R.C. secondary school David Stokes 
13 3-storey flats (existing Borough | 42 Old people’s home Booth, Ledeboer and 
Council flats) e Pinckheard 
Es Es | 43 Holy Child R.C. primary school 
14 and 15 4-storey maisonettes ... ets G. A. Jellicoe | (existing) 
16 3-storey (2-storey maisonette: G. A. Jellicoe | 44 Ricardo-street nursery school } Yorke, Rosenberg and 
with flats over) | 45  Ricardo-street primary school { Mardall 
17 3-storey (2-storey maisonettes Norman and Dawbarn 46 Shopping centre and market Frederick Gibberd 
with flats over) | place and public house (latter 
18 2-storey terraced houses Bridgwater and Shepheard existing) 
19-24 3-storey terraced houses with G. A. Jellicoe “LIVE ” ARCHITECTURE EXHIBITION 
single-room flats 47 Main entrance and administration block 
25-27 2-storey terraced houses G. A. Jellicoe | 48 Building research pavilion 
28 2-storey linked houses Bridgwater and Shepheard | 49 Vertical feature 
29 and 30 2-storey terraced houses Bridgwater and Shepheard | 50 Town planning pavilion 
31 (not Health centre (future) (on site Architect, L.C.C. 5t Cafeteria 
shown) of 47-50) | 52 Lavatories 
32 (not R.C. Presbytery (future) (on Adrian Scott 53 Children’s playgrounds 
shown) site of 51) | 54 Amenity park 
| 


33 R.C. church Adrian Scott e Show flats, show houses, and show class roo ns. 
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authorities involved have been successfully concluded. The 
Festival Office proposed to the L.C.C. that a team of private archi- 
teets, representing contemporary architecture at its best, should be 
commissioned to design the individual units of the scheme, and to 
this the Council agreed. The Council themselves are building 
blocks of flats on the west side of the neighbourhood as part of 
their post-war housing programme. Mr. J. Godfrey-Gilbert, 
A.R.I.B.A., was appointed Technical Co-ordinating Officer for the 
Festival Office, and Mr. J. H. Whittaker, A.M.I.C.E., holds the 
equivalent position for the London County Council. 


The scheme includes a small temporary exhibition devoted to 
town planning and building research, reception offices and a café, 
on a site facing the East India Dock-road, the major means of 
access. These buildings will eventually be replaced by a Health 
Centre. The remaining buildings will all be permanent and make 
their contribution to the post-war conception of a well-planned 
urban community. Apart from blocks of flats and dwelling-houses 
with gardens, there are a Congregational Church and ancillary 
rooms, designed by Cecil C. Handisyde and D. Rogers Stark, 
AA.R.I.B.A., a Roman Catholic Church, by Adrian Gilbert Scott, 
F.R.IL.B.A., an Old People’s Home, by Booth and Ledeboer, a 
market and shopping centre, by Frederick Gibberd, F.R.I.B.A., three 
public-houses, a Roman Catholic secondary school, by David 
Stokes, and a nursery and primary school, by Yorke, Rosenberg 
and Mardall. This primary school was the first building to be 
started, in December, 1949, and is now nearly ready to be occupied. 


Progress To Date 
A visit to the site reveals that there is a great deal of work yet 
to be done, but then it was the intention of the organisers that 
visitors during the Festival should be able to see the building work 
in progress with buildings at all stages of erection. About half 
the buildings will be completed and some occupied by June, 
1951. By the end of October all the dwellings should be 
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THE GIANT CRANE “Symbol of London,” at the 


Festival of Britain Buildings. 





It is 200 ft. high 





FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN EXHIBITION BUILDINGS. J. GODFREY-GILBERT, A.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 
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The glass-fronted entrance 





General view of school 
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finished, thereby providing accommodation 
for nearly 1,500 people. One of the flats 
and one of the houses—No. 14, Grundy- 
street—will be on show to the public and 
will be furnished, under the direction of the 
Council of Industrial Design, the flat by the 
London Co-operative Society, and the house 
by George M. Brown, of Stratford. The 
choice of suppliers would seem to ensure 
that the furnishings will be the sort of thing 
that the local people could afford to buy 
and will not be the extremely attractive but 
high-priced’ pieces of modern furniture put 
on show at most exhibitions. 


The temporary “ Festival Office Enclosure” 
comprises several exhibitions to display our 
progress in town planning and in research 
into good and bad methods of building, 
exemplified by the work of the Building 
Research Station at Watford. In both these 
fields there have been great advances during 
the post-war period. To illustrate “ jerry- 
building,” a so-called “Gremlin Grange” 
has been constructed. This is the elevation, 
extending a few feet in return on section, 
of what might be called a burlesque of the 
speculatively built villas which sprang up in 
their semi-detached tastelessmess in every 
suburb Ye.ween the wars. The exaggera- 
tion of the burlesque and the less than full- 
size scale reduce the point of the exhibit, 
which might have been more effectively 
brought home by building a complete house, 
which visitors could enter, based on any one 
of the types lining the geometrical streets 
of any London outer suburb. 


Science, in its application to building, is 
demonstrated in a series of pavilions, de- 
signed by John Ratcliff, A.R.I.B.A., each 
dealing with some particular aspect of 
building science, such as_ structure, damp 
prevention, sound and thermal insulation, 
heating and lighting. These small pavilions 
are varied on their exhibition elevation to 
reflect the aspect of building with which 
they are concerned, but they are presented 
to the East India Dock-road as a series of 
brilliantly painted red, blue, white, pink and 
mauve cubes. On leaving this exhibit the 
visitor finds a _ full-scale cross-section 
through a bungalow showing the use in 
domestic building of the principles displayed 
in the Research pavilions, such ‘as the use 
of cavity walls, well-designed window sec- 
tions, foundations and the contrasted use of 
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PRIMARY AND NURSERY 
SCHOOLS, POPLAR 


F. R. S. YORKE, E. ROSENBERG 














AND C. S, MARDALL, ARCHITECTS Ground-floor plan of primary school 
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Ground-floor (left) and upper-floor plans. 
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Below: Progress view 


TRINITY CHURCH AND HALL, POPLAR. HANDISYDE & STARK, AA.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


pre-war and post-war timber roof scant- 
lings, based on the Timber Development 
Association model. 


Town Planning Pavilion 

The Town Planning Pavilion is marked by 
eight great aluminium frames from which is 
suspended a red and white striped canvas 
awning. In the entrance there is to be a 
mural painting by Stephen Bone showing 
aspects of the “Use of the Land.” The 
exhibition begins with the planning needs to 
be met for different sections and age-groups 
of the community. This will be followed 
by models of Crawley, Stevenage, Harlow 
and the other New Towns, each model 
illustrating some special part of the town’s 
construction. For example, Crawley will 
be represented by its industrial development 
scheme. At a nearby Information Bureau, 
it will be possible to arrange to actually 
visit any one of the New Towns the visitor 
chooses. Finally, the visitor leaves the 
Town Planning Pavilion by passing a panor- 
ama of a blitzed city. The city will be re- 
flected in the waters of a miniature river 
seen through open windows and, like Lon- 
don, will be shown in the course of recon- 
struction. This pavilion has been designed 
by Hening and Chitty, F./A.R.I.B.A. 


In one corner of the enclosure is an open- 
air café, with the appropriately Cockney 
title of the “ Rosie Lee,” designed by Sadie 
Speight and Leonard Manasseh. This café 
will have cafeteria service and is surmounted 
by a gay canopy striped in yellow and green 
and supported on light metal frames. The 
area in front is paved and planted with 
trees. The Festival Enclosure and, in fact, 
the whole of Lansbury, is dominated by a 
giant crane, 200 feet high, which is being 
loaned by McAlpines and is apparently the 
only one of its kind in London. The crane 
is Lansbury’s “ Vertical Feature,” the equi- 
valent of the South Bank’s Skylon, and it is 
immensely impressive. 





THE BUILDER April 27 1951 


on Housing 
; As part of the new housing included in 
; Lansbury, the visitor is met by blocks of 
flats erected by the L.C.C. as he approaches 
the site from the west. Like most of the 
other buildings in the neighbourhood, these 
flats are built of the traditional London 
materials, yellow stock bricks and Welsh 
slate roofs, with the low pitch characteristic 
of the old East End development. The 
success with which slates have been used 
here might lead to their more extensive use 
in other new London building. The County 
Council Housing is in three- and six-storey 
blocks, with solid, square-cut brickwork re- 
lieved by projecting balconies made alter- 
nately of plain concrete and of concrete with 
J glass blocks, a rather heavy and drab 
big la a . method of treatment. These flats are com- 
petent, but it cannot be said that they pro- 
vide a particularly stimulating introduction 
to the site, if we are setting up Lansbury as 
the best we can do, in competition with the 
latest foreign and Continental housing—as 
presumably is the intention of the Festival 
promoters. 


The rest of the housing is by private arcm- 
tects—G. A. Jellicoe, Bridgwater and Shep- 
heard, and Norman and Dawbarn. The 
nousing by Mr. Jellicoe is planned in ter- 
races and small squares—again following an 
East End tradition—with open front lawns 
and small enclosed back gardens. The re- 
sults, judging by what is so far to be seen, 
are unassuming and urbane and very much 
in the spirit, in the best sense, of the local 
tradition. There are small brick chimney 
stacks, from the open fires in the living 
rooms, paralleling the rhythm of the front 
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* GLADSTONE HOUSE,” 3-STOREY 
FLATS. C. H. WALKER, O.B.E., F.R.LB.A,, 
L.C.C. Director of Housing and Valuer. 
S. HOWARD, L.R.LB.A., former Housing 
Architect (Housing Site No. 1) 
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“ GREMLIN GRANGE,” designed to show the major faults of pre-war construction. Right: In comparison, a house built on 
modern methods 
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entrances, which are given plain, rectangular 
artificial stone surrounds. The domestic 
scale is emphasised by a_ horizontal 
stone band at first floor level, while 
contrast is obtained on the garden elevations 
by the use of red bricks, in panels under the 
living-room windows and in flower-boxes 
of brick-on-edge. 


Most of the houses are built in terraces, 
but the section designed by Bridgwater and 
Shepheard includes some semi-detached two- 
storey houses, facing south on to Pekin- 
street. A feature of these houses is the way 
in which they are linked together by a 
two-storey unit containing bathrooms over 
outbuildings. These houses have through 
living-rooms with a dining space at the north 
end, with a hatch from the kitchen, and are 
well advanced in construction. The terrace 
houses, by the same architects, on the 
opposite side of Pekin-street, are grouped in 
a small square, and should also soon be 
finished. Here the houses have an east-west 
aspect with living-room facing on to the 
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HOUSING SITE No. 3. 


Left: 3-storey flats. 
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SIX-STOREY BLOCK OF FLATS: 
GROUND-FLOOR PLAN (HOUSING 
SITE No. 1) 


C. H. WALKER AND S. HOWARD, 
ARCHITECTS 





BRIDGWATER AND SHEPHEARD, ARCHITECTS 


Below: Terrace houses 
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SHOPPING CENTRE AND MARKET PLACE 
FREDERICK GIBBERD, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., ARCHITECT 


garden with a large concrete-framed project- 
ing window. 

Messrs. Norman and Dawbarn’s interesting 
scheme for three-storey terraces consisting 
of flats over two-storey houses, in Paris- 
terrace, is only up to ground-floor window 
level and will be part of the work in pro- 
gress during the Festival. 


Churches 


The above remark also applies to Adrian 
Scott’s Catholic church, which seems to have 
got off to a slow start, since nothing is yet 
visible above ground. On the other hand, 
the Congregational Trinity Church is well 
ahead. This is a very satisfying design 
which will take its place as perhaps the 
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most effective of modern Nonconformist 
churches in this country. The church itself, 
a large hall and a range of smaller rooms, 
are grouped around the three sides of a 
paved court. The church has an unusual 
structural system of reinforced concrete portal 
frames, which are exposed externally like a 
modern version of the medizval flying 
buttress, and from which the roof slab js 
suspended by concrete hangers. At gallery 
level the portal frames connect, by means of 
pin joints, on to pre-cast circular columns 
which have a terrazzo finish. Although the 
interior is at the moment full of scaffolding, 
it is obvious that it will be very successful, 
with interesting contrasts of lighting, from 
the windows at low level, below the gallery, 
by a high-level clerestorey, unobstructed by 
the structural frames, and from four rows 
of circular lights in the flat roof slab. The 
side walls are canted for acoustic reasons 
and internally are lined with natural colour 
fibre-board, whilst externally they are being 
clad in gleaming copper. 


The body of the church is linked by a 
narrow staircase hall, glazed full height, to 
the slender square campanile, built of stock 
bricks and capped by an elegant aluminium 
feature of lofty columns carrying a per- 
forated circular plate. The large hall and 
the other rooms, classrooms, clubrooms, 
minister’s room, kitchen and small hall, are 
equally pleasant. The fenestration is very 
happily proportioned and the large hall is 
fully glazed on the south side, with broad, 
polished hardwood doors opening on to the 
courtyard. 


Shops 


The market-place and shops by Mr. Gib- 
berd, are also nearing completion. This new 
market is to replace the existing one, a 
typical East End institution, in nearby 
Chrisp-street. There is space for 136 open 
stalls which are provided with bollards con- 
taining electric points. In addition, there 
are 46 small lock-up stalls under cover ina 
long concrete-framed building, with clere- 
storey lighting. The clock-tower, shown in 
the original scheme, is now to be built in 
a modified form, and it will adjoin a small 
rest garden, paved with a variety of differ- 
ently textured materials, including cobbles, 
crazy-paving, brick-on-edge and_ variously 
patterned flagstones. The shops themselves 
are built in rows, three storeys high, with an 
8 ft. wide ground-floor arcade to give pro- 
tection to the shoppers from the weather. 
The columns of the arcades are faced with 
turquoise blue tiles, which contrast vividly 
with the yellow London stocks above. Above 
the shops are two-storey maisonettes with 
large first - floor living - rooms, each with a 
bow window. These create a rhythm which 
is punctuated at the two extreme ends by 
delicate Regency-like wrought-iron balconies 
with graceful curved metal roofs. Perhaps 
these savour of pastiche in an otherwise 
frankly modern building, but they are unl 
deniably attractive. 


The stock brickwork, which is in Double 
Flemish bond, has been given texture by 
slightly projecting occasional headers 1 
form a pattern. The piicvhed-timber roots 
have been covered with purple slates and the 
gutter, formed from artificial stone, has been 
kept back tightly against the brick face, 
eliminating the eaves overhang. A relatively 
narrow shopping street leads north from the 
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main open market-place, and this has been 
kept narrow to provide the intimacy required 
to produce flourishing shopping conditions. 
Both this street and the market will be open 
to pedestrian traffic only. Some shop fronts 
are in the course of installation, and it is to 
be hoped that they will be sufficiently well- 
designed and well mannered to avoid mar- 
ring the very clean and simple quality of the 


buildings. 
Schools 


Of the three schools in the Lansbury 
neighbourhood, one is an existing nondescript 
building while the other two are both new 
and embody all the considerable British post- 
war developments in school design. In this 
very specialised field of design, we have two 
buildings which will probably interest 
foreign visitors more than the other types 
of building, which do not depart so much 
from established pre-war practice. The 
Catholic secondary school is still under con- 
struction. It has an unusual series of two- 
Storey craftrooms projecting at right angles 
from a main wing of classrooms. It is 
concrete-framed and the frame is expressed 
as slender mullions with panels of red brick, 
contrasting with the yellow stocks of the end 
gable walls. 


The primary schooi is perhaps architec- 
turally the most striking building on the site. 
Like all modern schools, it is light and airy, 
with a sunny aspect for the classrooms which 
are enlivened by a fresh and pleasing use of 
colour, but it exhibits several architectural 
features such as the staircase in the main 
entrance hall, and a wall covered with 
yellow and white boldly patterned tiles, which 
show a more daring imagination than is re- 
vealed by most of the buildings on the site, 
yet at the same time seem rather quixotic. 

As an exhibition of the finest architecture 
we can achieve, allowing for our austerity 
standards, Lansbury may impress the visitor 
as, on the whole, rather uninspired and dull 
compared with, for example, the Concert 
Hall on the South Bank. However, it 
represents the English tradition of sound and 


Practical building combined with a restrained | 


and quietly pleasant architectural expression 
whilst some of the individual buildings, such 
as Trinity Church and the primary school, 


will provoke both enthusiasm and criticism. | 








Trinity Congregational Church .. 
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THE VARIOUS BUILDINGS COMPRISING THE “LIVE ARCHITECTURE” 
EXHIBITION, WITH THEIR ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS, ARE: 





Job 


Architects 


Contractors 





UNDER DIRECTION OF THE ARCHITECT TO THE COUNCIL 


Ricardo-street and 
Nursery Schools 

Shopping Centre and Market Place 

** Festival Inn ** P.H. 

** Festive Briton *’ P.H. 

Home for Aged 


Primary 


Temporary Shops 


Upper North-street School—new 
playground 

Upper North-street School—new 
lavatories 

School Treatment Centre — 


adaptations 


UNDER DIRECTION 
Housing Site No. | 
Housing Sites Nos. 2 and 4 
Housing Site No. 3 
Housing Site No. 5 








Yorke, Rosenberg and Mardall 


Frederick Gibberd, F.R.I.B.A. 
R. W. Stoddart, F.R.I.B.A. 
Stewart and Hendry 
Booth and Ledeboer 


Architect to the L.C.C. 
Architect to the L.C.C. 
Architect to the L.C.C. 


Architect to the L.C.C. 





OF DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 


Director of Housing and Valuer 
G. A. Jellicoe, F.R.I.B.A. 
Bridgwater and Shepheard 
Norman and Dawbarn. . 


Tersons, Ltd., E.C.1 


Leslie and Co., Ltd., W.8 
Leslie and Co., Ltd., W.8 
Leslie and Co., Ltd., W.8 
C. Miskin and Sons, Ltd., 


St. Albans 
John Harrison (London), 
Ltd., S.E.5 


Fitzpatrick and Son (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., E.3 
Field-Davis, Ltd., Barking 


Thomas Tierney and Co., 
Ltd., E.14 


AND VALUER 

Tersons, Ltd., E.C.1 

Tersons, Ltd., E.C.1 

A. E. Symes, Ltd., E.15 

C. Miskin and Sons, 
St. Albans 


Ltd., 


UNDER DIRECTION OF CHIEF ENGINEER 


New Road (Saracen-street) 


The Chief Engineer, L.C.C. 


Fitzpatrick and Son (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., E.3 


UNDER DIRECTION OF CHIEF OFFICER OF THE PARKS DEPARTMENT 
Constructional Work—Cecil C. | Tersons, Ltd., E.C.1 


Open Space 


Handisyde, A.R.I.B.A. 
Garden Work—Chief Officer of 
the Parks Department 


UNDER DIRECTION OF PRIVATE DEVELOPERS, BUT SUBJECT TO GENERAL 
CO-ORDINATION BY ARCHITECT TO THE COUNCIL 


Cardinal Griffin, R.C. Secondary 
School 


Roman Catholic Church 


Festival of Britain Exhibition 





Buildings 


David Stokes, F.R.I.B.A. 


Cecil C. Handisyde, A.R.I.B.A.., 


and DD. Rogers _ Stark, 
A.R.I.B.A. 

A. Gilbert Scott, M.C., 
F.R.I.B.A. 


Festival of Britain, 1951 (Godfrey 
Gilbert) 





C. Miskin and Sons, Ltd., 
St. Albans 


Tersons, Ltd., E.C.1 


John Mowlem 
Ltd., S.W.1 
Hall, Beddall and Co., Ltd., 

S.E.1 


and Co., 
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View of the main approach 


FLATS AT SHACKLETON CLOSE, SYDENHAM, 
FOR LEWISHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL 


M. H. FORWARD, F.R.LB.A., F.R.LC.S., BOROUGH ARCHITECT 
J. F. KENNEDY, L.R.I.B.A., ASSISTANT IN CHARGE 








Block plan 

















April 27 





1951 THE BUILDER 





View from Derby Hill-crescent of the two frontal blocks, A and B 


HIS scheme for the Borough of Lewisham consisting 

of 96 flats has now been completed. The flats 

are grouped into three five-storey blocks, named, 
respectively, Macklin, MacLeod and Worsley House 
after members taking part in one of Shackleton’s 
expeditions to the Antarctic. The flats are sited along 
the contour lines of this steeply sloping site which is 
near the ridge of high ground running eastwards from 
Crystal Palace and is at an average altitude of 300 ft. 
above sea level. The site of 3.67 acres slopes down 
towards the south and commands a magnificent view 
of the north Kent hills and the intermediate countryside. 
Each flat is self-contained. Its water heating is by 
means of a back boiler behind the open living-room 





fire and provision is made for the installation of an 
immersion heater. Cupboards are provided to every 
hall and bedroom, and kitchen cabinets provide 
space for electric or gas refrigerators hired out to 
tenants. Plate racks, ceiling clothes airers, panelled 
baths ‘and serving hatches provide further. amenities, 
An all-electric laundry is installed with six cubicles 
each consisting of a. washing machine and a sink 
served by hot and cold softened water. Two electric- 
ally operated clothes dryers are also installed. Pram 
and cycle stores are provided, although the four lifts 
installed are capable of elevating prams to each floor. 
A paved and fenced playground is constructed in the 
most remote corner of the site. Refuse is disposed of 
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Block C from the south 


by means of chutes discharging into containers in dust- 
tight chambers at ground floor level. The staircase 
features with their curved on plan glass towers, balus- 
trading and internal wall finishes of gaily coloured 
plastic, provide pleasing and distinctive features. As 
regard the architectural treatment generally, an effort 
has been made to provide a scheme in keeping with 
the very imposing site and surroundings. Accommo- 
dation provided is as follows :—Bed-sitting room flats, 
6: one-bedroom flats, 15; two-bedroom flats, 27: 
three-bedroom flats, 40; four-bedroom flats, 8. Average 
room areas: Living-rooms, 180 sa. ft.; main bedrooms, 
135: other double bedrooms, 112; single bedrooms, 
75; kitchens, 91. 

Mr. S. M. Cleator, A.M.I.Struct.E., 


was the con- 


. 


BEDROOM 



























The general contractors were Messrs. 
Ltd. Following is a 


sultant engineer. 
Kent and Sussex Contractors, 
list of sub-contractors: 


Facing bricks, High Brooms Brick and Tile Works, Ltd.; 
lifts, Keighley Lifts, Ltd.; asphalt roofing, Excel Asphalte 
Co., Ltd.; floor finish, British Doloment (1938), Ltd.; 
sanitary: fittings, B. Finch and Co.; fireplaces, Broad and 
Co., Ltd.; doors, Magnet (Timber), Ltd.: kitchen cabinets, 
John G. Austin (Ilford), Ltd.; steel windows, George 
Jennings-Hamer (Windows), Ltd.; steel door frames, 
Joseph Sankey and Sons, Ltd.; door furniture, Nettlefold 
and Son, Ltd.; cement enamel finishes, Robb’s Cement 
Enamel Finishes, Ltd.; laundry equipment, Bendix Home 
Appliances, Ltd., and Isaac Braithwaite and Son, All 
electrical work has been carried out by direct fabour. 
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R.1L.B.A. 


Notes from Council Minutes 

fo! LOWING are notes from the minutes 

of the Council meeting of the R.I.B.A. 

held on April 3. 

Honorary Fellowship. The Council 
formally elected the Duke of Edinburgh. 
K.G., as an Honorary Fellow. 

Honorary Associateship——The Earl of 
Rosse, M.B.E., and Mr. A. S. Oswald were 
elected as Honorary Associates. 

Honours.—The secretary reported that at 
a private investiture the King had conferred 
upon Mr. T. R. Eltringham, O.B.E., (F) 
membership of the Royal Victorian Order. 
It was agreed to send the cordial congratu- 
lations of the Council to Mr. Eltringham. 

Title of British Committee, International 
Union of Architects —The Council approved 
the change of title from British Committee, 
LU.A.. to United Kingdom Committee, 
1.U.A., since the Republic of Ireland and the 
self-governing countries of the Common- 
wealth were separately represented in the 
International Union. 

Grants—The Council approved the follow- 
ing list of grants for the year 1951-2: 
British School at Rome, £750; Architects’ 
Benevolent Society, £150; British School of 
Archaeology at Athens, £50; C.P.R.E., £50; 
B.S.I., £26 5s.; Parliamentary and Scientific 
Committee, £26 5s.; Association for the 
Preservation of Rural Scotland, £10; 
C.P.R.W., £7; International Federation for 
Housing and Town Planning, £5; British 
School at Rome, Faculty of Archaeology, 
£3, 

Architects’ smocks: Provision within 
‘utility’ range of garments—The  secre- 
tary reported that a number of enquiries had 
been received from members as to the possi- 
bility of getting architects’ socks included 
in the range of “ utility ” garments. Previous 
application to the Board of Trade had met 
with no success, and the matter had again 
been taken up recently. 

The following letter from the Board of 





New Castle Bridge, Shrewsbury (see this page) 
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Trade to the Secretary of the R.I.B.A., dated 
February 22, 1951. was considered: 

Dear Sir, I refer to your letter of Janu 
ary 17 asking for ruling on the present 
position regarding 
architects’ smocks as utility garments. 

Having regard to the exceedingly difficult 
supply position regarding cotton and cot- 
ton fabrics of all kinds, the Board regret 
they cannot reverse their previous decision 
on this matter. 

As you will doubtless agree there is a 
very large variety of mdustrial garments, 
even if only cotton cloths are considered, 


the production of 
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and it would be impossible to avoid un- 
desirable discrimination if some special 
types were included in the utility range 
while others continued to be excluded. 
The present range of overalls is there 
fore considered to be as far as the Board 
can go at present in this direction. Any 
other types required therefore, must con- 
tinue to be produced as non-utility. 
Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) L. H. ELtis. 


It was agreed that no further action was 
practicable. 


NEW BRIDGE AT SHREWSBURY 


Certain Principles of Design Employed for First Time in Britain 


\ CONTRACT for the construction of 
+ what is claimed to be the first pre- 
stressed, post-tensioned, reinforced concrete, 
counter-balanced cantilever bridge in this 
country has been awarded by Shrewsbury 
Borough Counci! (Borough Surveyor: Mr. 
F, R. Dinnis, A.M.I.C.E., M.I.M., & Cy.E., 
A.M.P.T.1.) to Messrs. Taylor Woodrow 
Construction. Ltd., on whose original con- 
ception the new bridge was designed, in 
collaboration with Messrs. T. P. Bennett 
and Son, consulting architects, and the Pre- 
stressed Concrete Co., Ltd. (London), 


specialist designers, in conjunction with 
Messrs. L. G. Mouchel and Partners as 
consulting engineers. Work begins this 


month and the bridge is due for comple- 
tion in September. 

The new bridge will replace the existing 
steel suspension footbridge, built in 1910, 
which spans the River Severn. 

The structure is to be a balanced canti- 
lever, pivoted on the existing bridge piers, 
which are 150 ft. apart, and has a centre 
60-ft. suspended span supported on roller 
bearings at the free ends of the balanced 
cantilevers. The cantilevers are balanced 
by counterpoise anchor blocks at each end 
of the bridge. 


The main, or river, span of the new 


¢ 
Re 


bridge has its soffit following a parabolic 
arch with a rise of 6.65 ft. in a 150-ft. span. 
which is equivalent to a ratio of 1:224 of 
the length. The overall thickness of con- 
struction at mid-span is 3 ft.. and at the 
piers, from which the arch springs, the 
depth is 7 ft. 3 in., of which 3 in. is the 
deck slab. 

The anchor span at each end of the bridge 
has its soffit cambered to harmonise with 
the main span. 

The deck of the bridge, which is 237 ft. 
long and 11 ft. 6 in. wide, is mainly a 
circular curve on elevation with a rise of 
5.2 ft.. which represents a ratio of 1:454 
of the length. 

The bridge is constructed in prestressed, 
post-tensioned, reinforced concrete, based 
on the Freyssinet system, with precast re- 
inforced concrete deck slabs. 

The exterior elevation of the bridge and 
beam soffits will present a smooth face in 
natural colour. The top flange of the ex- 
terior beams, a projection 10 in. high and 
oversailing 6 in., forms a continuous band 
along the length of the bridge and serves 
for the lateral throw off of rainwater. This 
projection is designed, in elevation, to 
present a coloured band in blue faience. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Town Planning Control 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder 
~IR,—I think it will be generally agreed 
that it would be in the public interest 
if there could be uniformity of practice 
throughout the country in all matters affect- 
ing Town Planning Control and Building 
Bye-laws. When the former Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning published, in 
1948, the manual entitled “ The Redevelop- 
ment of Central Areas,” it was assumed that 
the recommendation of standards for the 
control of daylighting and density of build- 
ing accommodation, by means of floor space 
indices, would be followed by the adoption 
in all areas of uniform practice. This+ has 
not been the case. 

As I explained in your columns on October 
21, 1949, the daylight indicators recom- 
mended by the Ministry represented angles 
of obstruction to daylight, to be applied on 
ground level, at either building frontages or 
at street centre lines or plot boundaries. In 
the case of new buildings in non-residential 
zones, the permissible angle of obstruction 
in respect of a structure immediately opposite 
was 60 deg. if applied on a street centre line 
or plot boundary (indicator A 1) or 40 deg. 
if applied at a building frontage (indicator 
C 1). The London County Council Town 
Planning Department, however, prescribed an 
angle of obstruction of 68 deg. if applied at 
a plot boundary and of 51 deg. if applied 
at a building frontage. 

Recently I was shown approved drawings 
of an extensive building near Bishopsgate, in 
the City of London, in which the angles of 
permissible obstruction to light were 634 
deg. from the frontage of the opposite 
structure at first-floor level, not ground-floor 
level. The floor space index, in that case, 
was stated to be five to one. In the case 
of similar sites in Westminster, an index of 
three to one has been regarded as essential. 
This lack of uniformity of practice is not 
limited to the London area and the Home 
Counties. From such information as I have 
been able to obtain, it would appear that 
the standards of daylight and’ density of 
building accommodation recommended in 
“ The Redevelopment of Central Areas” are 
not generally adopted, the determination of 
policy in these matters being left to the dis- 
cretion of the officers responsible. As official 
discretion is not a constant standard of 
efficiency, the position is not at all satisfac- 
tory. 

JOHN SWARBRICK. 

London, E.C.4. 


Controlied Rents and Repairs 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder 


SIR.—In the Edgware-road a well-known 

firm of gold and silversmiths have a 
good-sized notice outside their premises 
which reads as follows: “We buy gold 
Sovereigns at 58s.” 

My copy of the “Income Tax Paper” 
dated February, 1950, states that the purchas- 
ing value of the £ sterling in September, 
1949, was 6s. 2d., compared to 20s. in 1914, 
the former being prior to devaluation by 
Sir Stafford Cripps in 1949. Before the 
1914-18 war I purchased a few. freehold 
properties as a nest-egg for my declining 
years, the price being about £6,000. They 
were later insured for that amount for re- 
placement in case of fire. They have recently 
been revalued at £18,000 for insurance 
against fire. The rents, however, have been 
controlled practically ever since. 
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Surely these cogent facts should help to 
explain the seemingly fantastic builders’ 
charges for maintenance repairs and for 
renewals and improvements? 

I have lived abroad for over 20 years 
(returning to England in 1939) in places 
where devaluation was the. rule-—yet over 
here not one person in a thousand seems to 
understand that devaluation temporarily to 
assist exports must inevitably have repercus- 
sions on our imports, and will inevitably 
affect the purchasing value of the £ sterling 
internally. If we continue as at present, it 
seems to me that there must be another de- 
valuation in the near future with disastrous 
effects on all of our savings and thrift. 


ALBERT LOWETH. 
15, Connaught-mews, W.2. 


Scales for Quantity Surveyors 


To THE Epitror oF The Builder 


GIR.—It was with some surprise that | 
. observed in the monthly bulletin for 
March of the British Standards Institution a 
notice of B.S.1347: Part 2: 1951—Boxwood 
Scales for Quantity Surveyors. The surpris- 
ing element is that the scales recommended 
are of “ flat back section” and not the oval 
or elliptical section normally used by quan- 
tity surveyors. 


In the various offices in which I have 
worked, I have always found the flat-backed 
scale in high disfavour for use in “ taking- 
off,” the reason being obvious to anyone who 
has experimented with both types of scale 
and who has not cultivated the finger nails 
of a Chinese mandarin. I can only conclude 
that the British Standards Institution have 
somehow confused the work of the quantity 
surveyor with that of the land surveyor, for 
which the flat-backed scale is necessary, par- 
ticularly when used together with an offset 
scale. But in this case the land surveyor, 
unlike the quantity surveyor, works on one 
sheet at a time and can slide the scale about. 

The other requirement of this B.S., that 
scales should have only one scale on each 
edge, is hardly realistic. Of a set of perhaps 
four drawings for a building constantly 
referred to by a quantity surveyor during the 
day, three may be of different scales, and to 
keep exchanging scales, particularly fiat- 
backed ones, would be exasperating. 

Since the publication ‘of this B.S. will no 
doubt go far towards determining the type 
of scale for the quantity surveyor’s future 
use, the views of your readers would be 
interesting. For myself, the passing of the 
elliptical section Armstrong-pattern scale 
would be a minor tragedy. 

H. M. STAFFORD. 

20, Woodland-avenue, 

Hazel Grove, Cheshire. 


Russian Bricklaying Claims 

To THe Epiror oF The Builder 
GIR —I am afraid I am unacquainted with 
" Mr. Sidney Loweth’s experience of 
architecture and building, but I am rather 
surprised that his Jong service as a Local 
Government Official has not led him to be 
more cautious about committing his utter- 
ances to print before they have received due 
consideration. If our allies of the last war 
had persisted in the building of that mon- 
strosity, the Palace of the Soviets, instead 
of repairing the terrible devastation caused 
in their country, on the land as well as 
from the air, they could, indeed, have been 
accused of propaganda. To accuse them 
of slow building because they have not done 


- quirements. 
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so is “heads J win, tails you lose.” The 
comparison with the U.N. skyscraper is jp. 
valid, because the U.S.A. suffered no such 
damage in the last war: if it had, many things 
might be different to-day. 

Meteorologists and striactural engineers 
will be interested in Mr. Loweth’s state. 
ment that it often snows in Russia for four 
months on end. This is reminiscent of those 
who said, during one summer in the first 
world war, that they had seen people crossing 
England who must have been Russians be- 
cause they still had snow on their boots, 

DouGLas SMITH. 
[B.A., Dip.T.P., A.R.1.B.A.] 


Margaret Cottage, 
.Benenden, near Cranbrook. 


Imported Roofing Slates 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder 

Sj IR,—Enquiries that have been addressed 

to this Station demonstrate that some of 
the imported roofing slates that are being 
accepted at the present time are giving cause 
for dissatisfaction. While slates were subject 
to import control importers were required 
to provide test reports for the information of 
purchasers. That arrangement has lapsed; it 
now rests with the user to take the initiative, 
May I therefore urge that your readers in 
their own interests should either ask to 
see a test report on any consignment that 
may be offered or themselves take appro- 
priate steps to ascertain whether the quality 
is good enough for the work in hand. Where, 
for lack of better material, a builder js 
obliged to buy slates of poor quality, he 
should, I suggest, use them only in places 
where any defects that develop can be 
remedied without great inconvenience or 
hardship to the client and without loss of 
prestige to himself. 

The British Standard for Roofing Slates 
(B.S. 680), copies of which can be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 24-28, 
Victoria-street, London, S.W.1 (price 2s.), 
makes use of three tests—an acid-immersion 
test, a wetting and drying test, and a water 
absorption test. It draws a distinction be- 
tween slates intended for use in the polluted 
atmospheres of towns and cities and those 
intended for use in country districts. 

Of some 23 imported slates that I have had 
opportunity to examine since December., 
1946, only three, all of French origin, have 
been found to meet the British Standard) 
requirements. Some failed badly on all 
counts. Three, two French and one Portu- 
guese, proved to be resistant to the acid 
immersion test and to the wetting and dry- 
ing test, and failed by only a small margin 
to meet the water absorption requirement; 
slates of that kind can, I think, be used 
safely in town or country, even though they 
do not quite meet the British Standard re- 
Others withstood the wetting 
and drying test, but besides having a water 
absorption exceeding the value specified, were 
so quickly and completely disintegrated in 
the acid-immersion test, and were so thin, 
that I think it would be unwise to counten- 
ance a relaxation of the water absorption 
requirement (which would make such slates 
acceptable for use in rural districts) until 
such time as there has been adequate ¢x- 
perience of their weathering behaviour. 

The water absorption test requires the us¢ 
of a delicate balance and skill in manipula- 
tion, but the wetting and drying test and the 
acid-immersion test are so simple that the 
builder, if he will, can easily carry out an 
exploratory test for himself. Where no test 
report is available, I would recommend him 





<-_ & —@& = & & oe Kh 8 KROSS SM 


—pap = PR ws So oft MD Of hULm™~ K+) et ra 


- oO 


ao 


ase! ro 


51 


The 
in 
such 
ings 


eers 
tate- 
four 
NOse 
first 
sing 

be- 


ssed 
e of 
eing 
use 
yject 
ired 
n of 
d; it 
tive. 
s in 


that 
pro- 
ility 
ere, 
P is 

he 
aces 


or 
: of 


ates 
ned 


sion 
ater 

be- 
ited 


had 
ber,, 
lave 
lard 

all 
rtu~ 
acid) 
dry- 
rgin 
ent; 
ised 
they 


ting 
ater 
vere 
1 in 
hin, 


tion 
ates 
inti] 


use 
ula- 
the 
the 
| an 
test 
him 





Aprit 27 1951 


to take that course and to compare the re- 
sults with those obtained on a Welsh slate of 
known good quality or on other ‘slates of 
which he has had experience. For the acid- 
immersion test, sulphuric acid solution, 
nearly enough of the correct strength, can 
be made by adding fresh battery acid to an 
equal volume of water. 

Some enquirers have complained of the 
low strength of imported slates. There is 
no strength test in the British Standard, but 
| believe that due attention to the other 
requirements will eliminate slates that are 
prone to be unsatisfactory in that respect. 

[ realise that the general tendency is for 
this Station to hear more reports of dissatis- 
faction than of success and that there may 


_well be many more examples of the satisfac- 


tory use of imported roofing slates than the 
relative numbers of good and poor test re- 
sults among the samples that have come my 
way might suggest. I should welcome 
further information on_ users’ experience 
accompanied by samples of the slates con- 
cerned. In any event there is clearly a need 
for discrimination. A favourable test report 
gives assurance that a slate may be used with 
confidence. I would add that there are recog- 
nised testing laboratories equipped to under- 
take work of this kind: this Station does 
not normally undertake tests of a routine 
character when facilities are available else- 
where, 

I hope that this letter may be of assistance 
to the building industry and-to users and help 
in some measure to save them from dis- 
appointment and loss. 

T. W. PARKER, 

Deputy Director of Building Research. 


Building Research Station, 
Garston, Watford, Herts. 


OBITUARY 


Stephen J. B. Stanton, F.R.1I.B.A. 


Mr. Stephen J. B. Stanton, F.R.I.B.A., 
whose death occurred recently at the age of 
73, was for many years architect to King’s 
College, University of London, where he 
carried Out various large extensions to the 
college premises, including the east wing, 
which was built above Aldwych Tube Station, 
the chemistry extension fronting the Embank- 
ment, and the construction above the college 
main building and the college chapel of the 
alatomy department. He also undertook much 
work in connection with the reconstruction 
and equipping of tutorial and research 
laboratories. | Current work, now nearing 
completion, includes the construction of a 
two-storey building, for research purposes, 
beneath the college quadrangle. 

During recent years Mr. Stanton was 
surveyor to the Royal Masonic Institution 
for Girls, and supervised the works of repair 
and alterations to the school premises. He 
ilso served as Hon. Secretary to the Art 
Workers’ Guild for 25 years and was the 
Much esteemed Master in 1947. 


Lt.-Col, A. F. Hooper, O.B.E., T.D., 
FRILB.A. F.R.LC.S. 


_ We Tegret to record the .death,:on April 
20, of Lt.-Col. Arnold Fielder Hooper, 
OBE, T.D. F.RIBA. F.R.LCS., of 
Beckenham, Kent 


R. M. Rigg, L.R.I.B.A. 
Mr. Richard Morton Rigg, L.R.I.B.A.. 


bs mth, Cumberland, has died at the age 


y 
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* NEW SCHOOLS COSTING 
LESS IN 1951” 
Minister’s Claim 
* KT EW 


a 


schools will set an example by 
being one of the few things which will 
be cheaper this year than in 1950,” said Mr. 
GEORGE TOMLINSON, Minister of Education, 
when opening three new schools in Walsall 
on April 21. “ During the past two years, we 
have been getting increasingly better value for 
money inschool building,” Mr. Tomlinson con- 
tinued. “For 1950, limits of cost per place 
were set 12} per cent. lower than the average 


- for 1949. The great majority of local educa- 


tion authorities have not found it difficult to 
work within these limits. In fact, on average, 
schools approved in the 1950 programme 
have been below the cost limits. Primary 
schools have cost £158 per place, against 
£195 in 1949. Average secondary school 
costs have been reduced from £320 to £272 
per place. These savings have been made 
without reducing the number of school places 
and without loss of quality. In fact, many 
of the 1950 schools are much better educa- 
tionally than the more expensive schools of 
the 1949 and earlier programmes. For the 
1951 programme, the cost limits are 124 per 
cent. lower again—making a 25 per cent. 
reduction in cost compared with the 1949 
average. 

“It is no good pretending that these still 
lower cost limits are going to be easy to 
achieve, particularly as prices for labour and 
materials are rising. However, I have plenty 
of evidence from different parts of the coun- 
try that authorities can achieve the lower 
costs for their 1951 programme without 
sacrificing standards. Without any reduc- 
tions in essential accommodation, and with- 
out putting up shoddy buildings which will 
be expensive to maintain, a number of 
authorities have obtained tenders within the 
cost limits since the recent wages increase 
for the building industry.” 

Mr. Tomlinson said that over .500 new 
schools, 80 per cent. of them primary schools, 
had been brought into use since the war 
and that over 1,000 more were under con- 
struction. In addition there was also about 
£12m. worth of work under construction for 
major tethnical education projects as well as 
£3m. worth for other essential educational 
purposes. Half a million new school places 
had been brought into use in five years and 
another 420,000 were under construction. 

The Minister also announced that “* non- 
traditional ” systems of school building were 
being considered. ‘* We are working on this 
problem” he said, “in collaboration with 
industry, and before long, I hope, architects 
will have a wider range of choice.” 


Bulletin on Cost Study 

Further suggestions designed to help keep 
down the cost of school buildings are made 
by the Ministry of Education in Building 
Bulletin No. 4 (Stationery Office, price 1Is.). 

The bulletin describes a new method of 
studying school building costs and the Minis- 
ter asks authorities to give this method a 
trial and to send him their comments. Two 
uses to which the method can be put are 
suggested. The first, cost analysis, aims at 
examining the cost of schools already built 
for which bills of quantities and tenders are 
available; it is in the nature of a “ post- 
mortem,” to discover how much each element 
in the building has cost. By breaking down 
the total cost in this way it is possible 
to find out where the architect has been 
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relatively 
economical. 

The information gained by cost analysis 
can be used to form cost targets. The second 
use of the method described in the bulletin 
is cost planning, which uses these cost targets 
to maintain a surer control of costs of future 
projects. It enables the architect to know 
how much he can afford to spend on any 
particular element before he incorporates it 
in his design. 


CARLTON HOUSE 


TERRACE 
Redevelopment Considered by L.C.C. 


HE proposed redevelopment of Carlton 
House-terrace to accommodate the 
Foreign Office was raised at Tuesday’s meet- 
ing of the London County Council. The 
Town Planning Committee had considered a 
request from the Ministry of Works for 
comments on preliminary sketch plans of the 
proposed redevelopment. The Town Plan- 
ning Committee had previously expressed the 
opinion that, while the Council had no objec- 
tion to the use of the terrace for Government 
offices, the existing buildings should be pre- 
served to retain their appearance substantially 
intact, and the Council would object to any 
proposal for their demolition. 

In their report the committee expressed the 
view that the existing buildings “form a 
group which is one of the finest conceptions 
of John Nash; the importance of their posi- 
tion fronting the Mall cannot be over- 
emphasised. The present proposal allows the 
retention of the facade to the Mall, but in- 
volves the complete rebuilding of the other 
portions of the buildings, with two additional 
storeys set back over 60 feet behind the main 
facade. In spite of the amount of set back, 
these additional storeys will be apparent 
fr6m many points in St. James’s Park and 
the Horse Guards Parade and we consider 
that this intrusion, together with the proposed 
construction of two small pavilions project- 
ing almost to the main fagade to the Mall, 
will compete with the rhythm of the colon- 
naded front and the dominance of the Duke 
of York’s Column. 

“The Royal Fine Art Commission com- 
ment that the proposal will leave intact the 
essential character of Nash’s elevation to the 
Mall and the Duke of York’s steps, but we 
are of opinion that it is not entirely success- 
ful in this respect.” 

The committee also submitted that the 
plans for raising the height of the terrace 
by one storey and advancing the main front 
would have a detrimental effect on the scale 
of the buildings and would alter completely 
the design of the whole of this frontage. 

There were also some objections from the 
point of view of daylighting and the provi- 
sion of means of escape in case of fire. 

“In the circumstances,” the’ committee’s 
report continued, “ we have decided to inform 
the Minister of Works that the Council 
adheres to the view that the external appear- 
ance of the existing buildings should be 
retained substantially intact and considers 
that the proposals submitted fail in’ this 
respect; that the alterations proposed, par- 
ticularly the construction of the additional 
storeys, would have an adverse effect upon 
the scale and composition of the buildings; 
that the proposals submitted are open to 
considerable objection under the London 
Building Acts in respect of the provision of 
means of escape in case of fire; and that 
the garage accommodation would be inade- 
quate for a proposal of this magnitude.” 


extravagant or unnecessarily 








IN PARLIAMENT 


Care of Old People 


N the House of Lords on April 18 Lorp 
SALTOUN moved a motion calling upon 
the Government to secure the greatest 
measure of co-ordination between the health 
services and other social services with a view 
to ensuring that adequate personal service 
and attention were available to old people in 
difficulty. 

Lord Saltoun said that the provision of 
hostels would not solve the difficulty. As 
one-eighth of the population was over 65, 
and the proportion was increasing, the re- 
mainder would not be able to bear the 
burden of cost if those over 65 were sent 
to hostels. Welfare officers depended on the 
services of volunteers, but these people 
needed to be encouraged,.and there was a 
tendency to cover up occasional lapses. All 
concealment was bad. It was essential to 
have an officer with adequate powers 
responsible for a borough or district. Such 
an officer should be responsible for knowing 
all the cases in his area and also for the 
action taken. The circumstances of the 
person to be treated should dictate the action, 
and he or she should not be dealt with under 
a formula laid down by a Ministry. 


LorD KERSHAW, Lord in Waiting, said the 
Government were prepared to accept the 
motion, but they did not accept many of 
Lord Saltoun’s conclusions. .The solving of 
this problem remained a very real and some- 
times very distressing matter. There was no 
doubt that the national assistance officers 
were in touch with far more people, through 
the administration of national assistance and 
non-contributory old-age pensions, than the 
former relieving officers could be. 


There were now 600 county and local wel- 
fare committees at work, and more were being 
formed continuously. Since the end of the 
war 300 local authority homes, accommodat- 
ing these old people, had been opened in 
England and Wales, and another 300 were in 
course of preparation. The question of 
hospital beds was a problem that nearly 
defied solution. 

He admitted there was a need for closer 
co-operation between the various agencies 
concerned with these people. There was no 
doubt improvements were taking place con- 
tinuously, and would all add up to an ulti- 
mate solution of the problem. 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF YoRK said that a 
much larger number of small houses should 
be built for old people. Secondly, a large 
number of old people liked to live by them- 
selves. When their health was good and the 
weather was favourable, probably all was 
well, but if they were laid up with illness or 
the weather was bad they might be in a 
position of great difficulty. Thirdly, there 
were those people who were not ill enough 
for a hospital but were certainly not well 
enough to take care of themselves. More 
“ half-way houses” should be provided. He 
was thinking of places* where aged people 
could have a certain amount of supervision, 
possibly for the rest of their lives. 

The motion was agreed ‘to. 


The Building Ratio 

On April 17, Mr. GiLBERT LONGDEN raised 
the question of house ownership and the 
ratio of private licences. He said that the 
housing policy of the Labour Government 
was lacking both in humanity and common 
sense. Well over a million people, to-day, 
were living in damp and dismal hutments 
like sardines in a leaking tin, in cold and 
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comfortless caravans and with uncongenial 
and unstable companions. This was the 
biggest single cause of matrimonial unhappi- 


ness, juvenile delinquency and _ disease, 
particularly tuberculosis: There would, he 
admitted, always be a need for council 


houses, and it was right of the Government 
in time of national emergency to make local 


authorities their agents for solving the 
immediate need, but Conservatives had 
hoped by now to see local authorities 


engaged in the task of slum-clearing and 
preventing overcrowding. They also looked 
forward to the day when there would be 
roughly one council to every five new houses. 
and not the other way round. They found 
in council houses, to-day, many tenants 
who would gladly build their own homes 
and thus leave those houses free for others 
who could not.- The Government’s housing 
policy was thus costing the Exchequer and 
the rates more than it need. It would bene- 
fit the individual and the Exchequer if more 
people were allowed to build their own 
houses and he welcomed the recent reply 
of the Minister of Local Government and 
Planning that he would consider sanction- 
ing a higher ratio than one in five in certain 
districts. The small builder would also 
benefit—the man who did not work for the 
council but whose scant business consisted 
in repair and jobbing work and who would 
willingly contribute to the filling of this 
most urgent of national needs. The prob- 
lem was how to get as many houses with 
as little cost to the taxpayer and ratepayer 
as possible while maintaining quality and 
giving satisfaction to the occupier. He 
appealed to the Minister, who brought a 
fresh mind to the problem, to consider the 
following suggestion. Until control ceased 
to be necessary, could he not leave the pro- 
portion of private licences entirely to the 
discretion of local authorities ? If he was 
not prepared to go as far as that, he asked 
him to publicise widely to all local authori- 
ties the fact that he would sympathetically 
consider their applications to issue a larger 
number of private licences. After all, it was 
obvious that a rigid ratio could not be 
equally proper everywhere. 

Mr. LINDGREN, the Parliamentary Secretarv 
to the Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning, after denouncing Mr. Longden’s 
speech as “typical Tory humbug,” said that 
the allocation of houses had been on the 
basis of the building trade resources and the 
need of an area, and where the local 
authority showed, by performance, that from 
its resources more houses could be built a 
larger allocation could be given. The 
Government’s first duty was to provide 
where there was the greatest need, and that 
was on the part of those who could only 
afford to rent houses. Where there were 
special circumstances regarding the ratio of 
houses to be built by private licence in any 
area, the Minister was prepared to consider 
them. 


Alloy Steels 


In a statement on the metals situation on 
April 20, THE MINISTER OF SUPPLY said that 
there was a grave shortage of nickel, tung- 
sten and molybdenum, and consequently of 
alloy steels. The Government were doing 
everything possible to obtain greater sup- 
plies, but there was itamediate need to make 
savings in the civil use of these metals to 
provide for the very heavy requirements of 
the rearmament programme which, of 
course, must be met. 


To make that possible in respect of nickel, 
certain other nickel uses must be cut immedi- 
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ately. Nickel supplies had not fallen, by 
the heavy defence demand coming on to 
of a rising civilian demand had produced 
an acute shortage. As an _ emergency 
measure, as from May 1, the amount of 
nickel supplied for stainless steel production 
would be cut to 70 per cent. of the 1959 
level, and supplies of nickel anodes for plat- 
ing would be cut to SO per cent. of the 1959 
level. These cuts would be followed py 
the prohibition of less essentials uses of 
nickel. 


Fires in Private Houses 

In reply to a question by Mr. Janner, op 
April 12, Mr. GEOFFREY DE FREITAs said 
that the number of fires attended by local 
authorities’ fire brigades in England and 
Wales (excluding chimney fires) was 57,000 
in 1948, 93,000 in 1949, and 63,000 last year. 
About one out of five occurred in private 
houses. Fires spreading from open grates 
were the main cause. A fire prevention exhi- 
bition was about to begin a tour of the 
provinces and a short fire prevention film was 
being released this month. 


Temporary Dwellings 

On April 10, Mr. NIELD asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
if he would, in the present housing shortage, 
take steps to discourage local authorities 
from preventing the occupation of huts or 
temporary dwellings, including caravans, 
unless they were dangerous to life or health, 


Mr. DALTON said he thought that, as a 
general rule, he could safely leave such mat- 
ters to the discretion of the local authorities, 


Swedish Houses 


On April 10, Mr. GRIMOND asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland what would 
be the cost of supplying double windows in 
Swedish houses. 

Mr. MCNEIL said that the construction of 
the outer wall in the “* Swedish House ” made 
it impracticable to substitute double-hung 
sash and case windows for the casement type 
at present fitted. The additional cost of 
installation in a new house would be about 
£20. 


Albert Memorial 

On April 10, COLONEL JAMES HUTCHISON 
asked the Minister of Works what was the 
cost per day of the scaffolding round the 
Albert Memorial; and how many workmen 
were engaged on the work. 

Mr. STOKES said that the cost of the 
scaffolding was £5° per day and seven men 
were employed. 


Mobile Labour Force 

On April 10, LiEUTENANT-COLONEL LIPTON 
asked the Minister of Works whether, in 
view of the needs of the defence programme. 
he would reconsider his decision to disband 
the Mobile Labour Force. 

Mr. Strokes said that as at presenl 
advised he saw no need to reconsider his 
decision that the Mobile Labour Force 
should not undertake any further commit 
ments. 


Building Materia!s Fund 

On April 10, Mr. Marpces asked the 
Chancelhor of the Exchequer when he pro 
posed to close the Building Materials and 
Housing Fund under Clause 2 (4) of the 
Building Materials and Housing Act, 194. 

Mr. Jay said that the Fund would be 
closed as soon as all outstanding accounts 
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had been settled. Meanwhile, no further 
commitments were being entered into. 


Decoration of Public Buildings 
Sir WILLIAM DaRLING asked the Minister 


of Works, on April 3, what decoration and. 


embellishment he was arranging to do on 
public buildings in Scotland in view of the 
plans already being carried out in London. 


Mr. STOKES replied that his officers had 
been authorised to co-operate with Local 
Authorities by decorating Government 
buildings with flags and bunting in areas 
for which the Local Authorities had special 
shemes of decoration. In Edinburgh the 
foodiighting of the Castle would be 
extended. 

Maintenance of Roads and Paths 

Mr. GERALD WILLIAMS asked the Minister 
of Works why licences for work on the 
maintenance, repair and_ resurfacing of 
estate roads and paths are now to be in- 
cluded in the allocation allowed for build- 
ing licences. 

Mr. STOKES Said there was no separate 
provision made in the investment  pro- 
sramme for estate roads and paths and 
they were, therefore, included in the mis- 
cellaneous category, for which a_ general 


allocation was made. Within that alloca- 
tion, the Local Authorities and their Licens- 
can of 


ing Officers license as much as they 
the more important work. 


Raising Rents on Subsidised Houses 

On April 3, SIR WILLIAM DarLING asked 
the Secretary of State for Scotland if he 
was now prepared to consider in all its 
aspects the effect of the Rent Restriction 
Acts in the light of the praétice of local 
authorities of raising Current rents on state- 
subsidised houses. 

Mr. McNEIL said he could hold out no 
hope of early legislation on this subject. 


NEW A.S.L.LB. SERVICE 
Central Index of Translations 


To assist industrialists and scientific 
research workers to keep themselves 
informed of developments in research in 
foreign countries the Association of Special 
Libraries and Information Bureaux 1s pre- 
paring a central index of translations. The 
index will include scientific papers, reports 
and published articles which appear in 
foreign journals. 

Work on the index has already begun, and 
itis intended that when complete it will pro- 
vide a guide to all translations held in this 
country and the Commonwealth. 


The usefulness of the index will depend 
on its comprehensiveness and to make this 
as wide as possible the co-operation of 
organisations at present in possession of 
translations is sought. All organisations 
holding translations and willing to take part 
in the scheme are invited to get in touch 
with A.S.L.1.B. 

A limited number of translations has 
already been indexed and enquiries concern- 
ing the existence or location of translations 
are being dealt with. Enquiries can be 
made by telephone, letter or personal call. 
The name of the author or of the journal 
in which the paper sought for appeared 
should be quoted. There is no charge for 
the use of the index service. 

_ All enquiries, and all offers of co-opera- 
ion in the preparation of the index should 
be made to A.S.L.ILB., 4, Palace-gate, W.8 
(Tel: Western 6321-3). - 
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BUILDING OUTPUT 


Boom in New Construction Threatened by Defence Needs and 
Shortages and High Prices of Materials 
By HENRY B. BEES 


\ J] HETHER Canada’s building boom 

can continue its present record- 
breaking-course for another year is a matter 
for conjecture. Many Canadian cities are 
making strenuous efforts to clean up slum 
areas, replacing these by more modern 
houses, and schemes with this purpose in 
view got under way last year. While Canada 
is producing building materials at rates 
which eclipse all previous figures, some of 
these are absorbed very quickly and are 
accompanied by sharply reduced imports in 
these lines, so that actually in the later 
part of 1950 vexing shortages were hamper- 
ing builders in some localities. 

A flood of European immigrants leads 
to increasing needs for new homes, for the 
provision of dwellings in Canada still lags 
behind the number of families. On the 
other hand, there are many factors making 
building more difficult. Abnormally high 
prices of timber and other materials have 


a tendency to bring about financial 
instability and inflationary values’ of 
property. Strikes threaten the building 


industry as living costs continue to climb, 
and higher wages are demanded by workers. 
Yet it is still possible, if the Government 
does not clamp down unduly on essential 


building supplies, for 1951 to be another 
peak year in the amount and value of 
building. 


Materials Position 

Certainly 1950 was a “banner” period 
in achievement, both in commercial and 
residential building, the total value of new 
construction alone being estimated at 
1.500 m. dollars, a 40 per cent. increase over 
1949. For the first 11 months of 1950, 
construction on 88,397 new units of accom- 
modation was begun, and 77,725 were com- 
pleted in this time. At the end of November, 
1950, 67.779 units were “in various stages 
of completion, about 5,000 more than at 
the corresponding period last year. Approxi- 
mately 26 per cent. of these were built to 
let—about the same proportion as in pre- 
vious years. The province of Ontario 
showed the most activity in building, with 
26,707 homes completed there in the season. 
Comparing urban with rural areas, over 80 


per cent. of house construction was in 
Canadian cities, the highest being in 
Montreal (17,715 units), Toronto (11,512), 
Vancouver (4,523) and Edmonton (3,048). 


The most popular type of dwelling con- 
tinued to be the one-family detached house. 
with the apartment or flat type of multiple- 
accommodation second. Comparatively few 
semi-detached or terrace houses are. in 
evidence. The average cost of each unit, 
according to Central Mortgage and Hous- 
ing. went up by 10 to 12 per cent. during 
1950. The greatest advance (by total value) 
was shown in the commercial building 
category. which also includes public build- 
ings. Both commercial and residential con- 
struction showed gains in all sections of the 


country, particularly in the Maritime 
Provinces 
While timber showed a small decline in 


production (1 per cent.), the total quantities 
of most building materials produced in 
1950 rose to unprecedented levels from the 


already high‘ figures of previous years. 
Cement (4,000,000 barrels) and gypsum lath 
(50,000,000 sq. ft.) showed the biggest 
increases. All appliances and fittings, inclu- 
ding cast iron and steel pipes, wire nails 
and spikes, and heating boilers for domestic 
use, showed record production in each line. 
Exports of sawn timber to the U.S.A. 
increased over the 1949 level by 50 per 
cent. and thereby sent the price index (as 
at the end of July, 1950) on this item up 
another 12 per cent. to the almost fantastic 
“high” of 338 per cent. of pre-war prices, 
while a brisk market for “cedar shingles in 
the States sent this roofing material up 39 
per cent. Material prices have tended to 
rise at a much higher rate than wages for 
the building workers, these now averaging 
195 per cent. of pre-war. 


Low Rent Projects 

Under .the three - way mutual assistance 
clause of the National Housing Act, a 200- 
unit housing project in the form of apart- 
ment blocks has been p!'anned for Little 
Mountain, Vancouver, and is the first 
genuine low-rental scheme in Canada, the 
costs to be borne 75 per cent. by the 
Federal Government and 25 per cent. by 
the British Columbia Government, assisted 
by the municipalities concerned. The rents 
are set with a limit of $25 minimum per 
month, inclusive of service charges, a low 
figure indeed compared with the high aver- 
age rent now being paid for similar accom- 
modation elsewhere. Central Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation has arranged for this 
construction, which is to be handed over 
when completed to a lotal committee for 
management. It is interesting to note the 
procedure necessary for this type of develop- 
ment. First, the city concerned makes it 
plain that it wants low-rental housing, and 
makes the site available at reasonable cost. 
The province here takes over, acquires the 
title to the land, and engages planning, 
engineering and surveying services. Lastly 
comes the part of the C.M. and H.C. in 
letting building contracts. 


Development at Edmonton 

Edmonton, capital of a province whose 
oil boom has brought a tidal wave of 
prosperity, has planned an_ ambitious 
$25,000,000 “civic centre,” to cover four city 
blocks in the downtown area. Among other 
features, this will include an auditorium to 
seat 2,500, a “ super-market * along Ameri- 
can lines, a 16-storey office building, ‘a 
control-tower private office of its own, a 
surface and subterranean parking space for 
1.800 cars, with an underground arcade 
extending one block south, containing a 
public museum and art gallery. Called the 
“Miracle Mile” by its proud sponsors, the 
plan awaits only the approval of the 
Alberta’ Government before going into 
action. Besides a $10,000,000 oil refinery 
which is arranged for the near future. 
Edmonton has another building scheme in 
sight, which is an extension of the Mac- 
donald Hotel, owned and operated by the 
Canadian National Railways, consisting of 
300 extra bedrooms and other facilities. 

Toronto’s huge new subway system, being 
built in five sections, wa$ running into 
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trouble, last November, in getting enough 
structural steel to complete the second 
section. It obtained the steel for the first 
section. from the U.S.A., and for the second 
from. Luxembourg. The present dearth of 
steel may interfere with the progress of 
this large undertaking. 

Other Canadian cities with large projects 
in sight are Sherbrooke, Quebec (where a 
$3,000,000 textile plant is to be erected): 
Sarnia, Ontario, with a projected million- 
dollar chemical plant; three new housing 
developments (total” cost $5,300,000) at 
North York, near Toronto; a new million- 
dollar hospital in Quebec city, with a bridge 
in the vicinity to cost $3.500,000; a live-stock 
arena at London, Ontario (to cost $1,300,000): 
and dock enlargements (value $1,000,000) at 
Sydney, Nova Scotia. Public buildings at 
an estimated outlay of $32,000,000 have 
been planned and announced by the 
Federal authorities, mostly at points in 
Ontario and Quebec, but the defence situa- 
tion may modify this programme should 
the international situation deteriorate. 

In the latter part of 1950 the “ Variety 
Club” of Toronto completed a vocational 
and residential school for crippled children, 
the first of its kind in Canada, situated at 


Scarborough, Ontario. Equipped with 
clerical and manual training wings, the 


unit cost $250,000, raised by members of the 
the 


club. A later extension to double 
capacity is already planned. ee 
Efforts to discourage “ jerry-building ~ and 
* chicken- 


mass-production of homes of the 
coop” class may be noticed in Canada, 
notably in three separate town councils of 
Greater Toronto, which recently passed bye- 
laws demanding that no one type of house 
should be more than 20 per cent. of-the 
total, which means at least five different 
types of houses on every street. Insisting 
that mortgage companies check all large- 
scale projects planned for builder-clients, the 
councils threaten to revoke building permits 
if their regulations are not strictly observed, 
even if financing arrangements have already 
been made. This certainly is a forward step. 


Better Design 

The Massey foundation has decided to 
give medals in 15 categories for the best 
buildings erected in each class since August 
15, 1945, the medals to be of silver, with a 
gold one for the building judged to be the 
best of all. They plan to repeat this every 
two or three years, to encourage better 
architecture. 

That nations are beginning to co-operate 
and study the new trends in civil engineering 
since the war is shown by the fact that two 
Canadian engineers, Carson F. Morrison and 
Robert F. Legget. will prepare papers for the 
International Building Congress in London, 
England, from September 11 to 20. Mr. 
Morrison is a professor of Toronto Univer- 
sity, and Mr. Legget director of Building 
Research Division, National Research Coun- 
cil, of Ottawa. 

Though the building picture for 1951 is 
by no means clear, it is at, least safe to pre- 
dict continuing activity in all lines. The 
biggest question mark is where the building 
emphasis will be placed. Should the Com- 
munist world move toward peace, a brake 
on rearmament is possible, but there seems 
an equal chance of the West being 
engaged in an all-out struggle for survival. 
The fact that Trade Minister Howe has al- 
ready cut off the sale of steel for new 
amusement buildings, shows that the trend is 
towards a series of curbs on non-essential 
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construction, and this movement may work 
towards a system of directives and priorities, 
should supplies deteriorate further. 

A new Crown Company has been estab- 
lished, with headquarters in Ottawa, called 
* Defense Construction, Limited.” The 
palicy of this organisation is to let out de- 
sign work to approved architects and 
engineers. D.C.L. then lets out the contract 
itself, and in most cases makes arrangements 
for supervision, either through the armed 
services concerned, or Central Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation. 

\ pressing need for new buildings. still 
exists in many sections of Canada. In most 
Canadian cities there are old-fashioned 
timber dwelling-houses, many of them con- 
demned as insanitary, but still inhabited. In 
cities where business expansion has been 
marked, as in Toronto, Edmonton, and Van- 
couver, a serious shortage of office space has 
been reported recently. First-class accom- 
modation is said to be completely taken 
up in these centres, and even second-class 
office space is fast diminishing. 

Incomes and Rents 

Government policy in these cases is usually 
to rent rather than to build, and this creates 
a critical situation. Difficulties in financing 
seem to be mounting rather than diminishing, 
as material prices still continue their steady 
advance, and these high prices (in view of 
the fact that rents have in many cases begun 
to drop and some high rental apartments 
are remaining vacant though ready for 
occupancy} ‘point to the discrepancy between 
incomes and the high prices necessarily paid 
for shelter by Canadian families. Rural 
building is also moving steadily ahead, as 
farm income is at an all-time * high.” 

A falling-off in immigration of construc- 
tion workers-in 1950 to 1,100 in the first six 
months of that year, instead of 2.000 as in 
the first half‘of 1949, may mean a serious 
shortage of man-power. especially as the 
immigration of skilled building workmen 
declined 55 per cent. in the same period. 
Under the. Federal-Provincial scheme for 
training apprentices, only around 5,000 are 
reported (about the same figure as in 1949), 
and there seems little prospect of much in- 
crease, because of the tendency to enlist in 
the armed forces, together with the high cost 
of living compared with building wages. A 
decided boost in wages would seem to be 
indicated, and this will most likely add to 
the difficulties of the smaller contractors, 
whereas the bigger jobs, especially those 
sponsored by banks or governments, are 
generally operated on a “ cost-plus ” basis. 


U.K. TRADE IN MARCH 
Exports Down, Imports Up 
ACCORDING to the Board of Trade, United 
Kingdom exports in March were valued pro- 
visionally at £190.1 m., a decrease of £4.8 m. 
compared with the January/February aver- 


age, but £9.2 m. above the 1950 average. 
Exports in the first quarter of the year 


were £579.9 m., being 4 per cent. beldw the 
fourth quarter. 

In the first quarter the provisional value 
of imports was £848.2 m., and of total ex- 
ports £613.3 m., bringing the excess of im- 
ports (valued c.i.f.) over total exports (valued 
f.0.b.) to £234.8 m. compared with a 
quarterly average in 1950 of £87 m. 

Exports to North America in the first 
quarter were equivalent to a monthly average 
of £20.7 m. compared with £25.1 m. in the 
fourth quarter and £15.3 m. in the first 
quarter last year, 
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The medai to be 


awarded by the 
L.M.B.A. to students at schools of build- 
ing and technical institutes in London 


L.M.B.A. AND TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION 
£1,000 Prize Fund Set Up 
TRO encourage interest in technical educa- 
tion in London, the L.M.B.A. is setting 
up a trust fund, with a capital of £1,000, and 
allocating an additional £500 a year for the 
award of medals and bursaries to students 
at the various schools of building and techni- 
cal institutes throughout the London area. 
For many years past the L.M.B.A. has 
made donations to the prize funds of several 
of the schools of building. Now the council 
has accepted a recommendation from the 
education conymittee, that the grants be made 
on a wider, more consistent and permanent 
basis, and that they take the form of bronze 
and silver medals, diplomas and bursaries, 
Following acceptance of the scheme by 
the L.M.B.A. Council, discussions are to be 
opened with the City and Guilds of London 
‘Institute and with the heads of the schools 
of building on the question of the subjects 
for which the medals should be awarded. 
The suggested medals, designed by Mr. 
Cecil Thomas, F.R.B.S., incorporate the 
L.M.B.A. coat-of-arms on one side, with 
space on the other for the name of the re- 
cipient and the subject of the award. 


Foremanship Training 
In addition the L.M.B.A., on behalf of the 
Regional Advisory Council for Higher 
Technological Education, has set up a com- 


mittee with the object of considering from- 


year to year the demand by students for 
foremanship courses in the London Region 
and of resolving difficulties which may arise 
from time to time. The committee consists 
of representatives of the L.M.B.A., the 
Regional Advisory Council, the Association 
of Principals of Technical Institutes and the 
three London Foremen’s Organisations, The 
committee has proposed for 1951-2: 

(1) A course for building general foremen 
in accordance with the recommendations of 
the N.F.B.T.E. standing committee on the 
training of foremen; (2) a course designed 
as an introduction to the above mentioned 
N.F.B.T.E. course ; and (3) a course in super- 
vision for supervisors engaged mainly on 
small undertakings and maintenance work. 

The courses will generally commence in 
September next, and applications for admis- 
sion should be made by May 21, to the 
Secretary, London Regional Foremanship 
Training and Liaison Committee, 47 Bedford- 
square, W.C,1, 
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THE B.LF. AND THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


A Number of New Developments on Show 


NCE again this year’s British Industries Fair promises to be of considerable interest 

to the building and contracting industries, both by way of the number of new products 

which have come into the market since last year and by the showing of examples of building 

plant and materials which have already proved themselves to be in the tradition of British 

quality and craftsmanship. The Fair will be opened at Castle Bromwich (Engineering 
and Hardware Section), and at Earls Court and Olympia on April 30. 


A review is given below of some of the principal stands carrying displays of plant and 


materials of interest to the building industry. 


Those firms which are marked with a 


star *& against their names are those who have informed us of their interest in the export 
market and their readiness to fulfil overseas orders. 





CASTLE BROMWICH 
Plant and Machinery 


his year, in addition to a range of spray paint- 

ing equipment, portable and stationary air 
compressor sets and a typical water wash spray 
booth installation, AERASPRAY Merc. Co., Ltp., 
Thimble Mill-lane, Birmingham, 7, are exhibiting 
two examples of automatic spray painting plant. 
These are the type “‘ TA” traversing gun unit, 
which is designed for the automatic spray painting 
of flat work such as hides and skins, wall boards, 
panels, etc., and the type “ VRSA”’ internal 
coating machine which is claimed to simplify 
and speed up the interior painting of open-topped 
cylindrical articles. (Stand D, 734.) 

The display of y%eAIR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP- 
MENTS, LTp., 28, South Molton-street, W.1, 
will include a complete range of spray guns, 
paraffin guns, oil guns, dusting guns, corrosion 
inhibitor guns, portable and stationary com- 
pressors, pressure containers and a _ working 
model of a water wash spray booth. (Stand D, 
114.) 

Vibrators of various kinds will be shown by 
E. P. ALLAM AND Co., Ltp., and ALLAM ROAD 
PLANT, LTD., 45, Great Peter-street, S.W.1. These 
will include their high frequency flexible drive 
internal vibrator, external electric vibrators, 
vibrating tables, fan vibrator, _ Vibroblock 
machine, high frequency vibratfhg screens, 
hydraulic bar cropper, and road vibrating 
tampers. (Stands 1114 and 1215, Outdoor.) 


The exhibits of Auto DigseLts, Ltp., Uxbridge» 
will fall under two headings: (a) generating and 
lighting plants from 120 watts to 60 kw., and (6) 
automatic prime pumps, 14 in. to 8 in. A special 
feature will be the new Leyland-Auto-Diesel 
range, 36 kw., 46 kw. and 60 kw. Other exhibits 
will show samples from the standard range of 
hand start, electric start and fully automatic 





“BK Fifty” excavator with face shovel 


attachment. (Blaw Knox, Ltd., Stands 
1303 and 1202, Outdoor) 


generating and lighting equipment. In addition 
a range.of Auto Diesel pumps, powered by both 
petrol and diesel engines, will be shown. (Stands 
C, 728 and 1229, Outdoor.) 


On their stand AvELING-BARFoRD, LTD., 
Invicta’ Works, Grantham, will be staging a 
complete range of their road construction, 
builders’ and contractors’ plant, including the 
British built Aveling-Austin 99-H motor grader, 
which is being shown for the first time. Four 
road rollers ranging in weights from 30 cwt. up 
to 124} tons; five dumpers in capacities from 
} cu. yd. to 9 cu.yds.; a calfdozer and a trench 
cutting machine, together with the grader, will 
form the display. (Stand 1217-1116, Outdoor.) 


The range of products of BARBER-GREENE 
OLDING AND Co., Ltp., Hatfield. Herts, to be 
exhibited on their stand will consist of the 
standard finisher, ‘‘ Junior’’ finisher, vertical 
boom ditcher and the bucket loader. First 
exhibited as a prototype at the B.I.F. last year, 
the ** Junior *’ finisher, which is a smaller version 
of the standard machine, is capable of carrying 
out the same work to a reduced width and 
capacity. (Stand 1340, Outdoor.) 

A full range of their centrifugal pumps will be 
found on the stand of JaMEs BERESFORD AND SON 
Ltp., Marston Green, Birmingham. This 
includes the Beresford Stork ** Baby ’* pump and 
the Beresford Stork self-priming multistage pumps 
which cover outputs from 115 to 50,000 gallons 
an hour and heads from 10 to 1,000 ft. Pumps 
can be supplied as self-priming or non-self- 
priming units, electrically or engine driven. 
(Stand C, 313 and 212.) 

BLACK AND DeEcKER, Harmondsworth, Middle- 
sex, and VAN Dorn ELectric Toots, have a 
composite exhibit where a complete range of 
their products will be shown. Portable electric 
tools of all kinds will be on display, covering the 
needs of a wide variety of industries for produc- 
tion, maintenance and repair. Among the many 
types of tool marketed by these two companies 
is the “‘ Ripsnorter’’ electric saw made in two 
models, one to take a 7in. diameter blade and 
the other a 9 in. blade. (Stand C, 607.) 


Among the range of equipment to be shown by 
BLAW Knox, Ltp., Clifton House, Euston-road, 
N.W.1, are a number of new products, including 
their ““CAC”’ circular air-operated clamshell 
gate concrete buckets; the BK-80 scraper; the 
* BK-Fifty ” excavator; a continuous power 
loader and an improved folding weigher. (Stands 
1303 and 1202, Outdoor.) 

A range of KL mobile cranes manufactured 
by K. and L. Steelfounders and Engineers, Ltd., 
will be exhibited on the stand of GEORGE COHEN, 
SONS AND Co., Ltp., Broadway-chambers, W.C. 
This will include the new KL 66, mobile crane 
which has a maximum load of 6 ton capable of 
being hoisted at speeds, it is claimed, of up to 
40 ft. per minute. In addition, a variety of 


- contractors’ plant, etc., will be exhibited on this 


stand. (Stands 1332 and 1327/1226, Outdoor.) 


The exhibits of the CONSOLIDATED PNEUMATIC 
Toot Co. Ltp., 232, Dawes-road, S.W.6, will 


comprise, in the main, all classes of compressed 
air equipment of interest to the civil engineering 
and contracting industries. A feature of the 
display will be the new C.P. “ Feedleg” and 
Model 32 rock drill with tungsten carbide steel. 
The display of pneumatic tools and ancillary plant 
for compressed air operation will include sinker 
drills in all sizes; drifters, both hand and power 
fed; breakers; claydiggers; pick hammers; 
pumps and vibrators. (Stand 1308, Outdoor.) 


Modern patented lifting appliances will be 
exhibited by Fetco Hoists, Ltp., 17, Victoria- 
street, S.W.1. The present range of “ Felco” 
appliances comprises:—Pulley blocks (roller 
bearing and plain bearing types), electric chain 
blocks, overhead travelling trolleys and travelling 
chain blocks (hand and electric), electric wire 
rope pulley blocks, pulling jacks, and equalising 
and adjuster slings. (Stand D, 128.) 


New products to be featured on the stand of 
J. H. FENNER AND Co., Ltp., Marfleet, Hull, will 
include their New Mark 5 V-belt, the ‘ Hains- 
worth ” variable speed drive, their “* Taper-Lock ” 
bushes and “ Fenaplast”’ plastic solid woven 
belting. Other exhibits will include industrial 
V-belts, fractional horsepower belts, standard 
V-grooved pulleys, leather beltings, solid woven 
beltings, hydraulic leathers, spindle tapes and 
webbings, flexible couplings, cots and rollers and 
anti-vibration mountings. (Stand D, 406.) 


The main exhibit which will be shown by 
JoHN BLACKWwoop HopGeE AND Co., Ltp., 
11, Berkeley-street, W.1, is the 15-ton capacity 
Cummins-powered Euclid rear-dump wagon. 
The exhibit will also include the Carlisle 
motor grader, which is powered by a 75 b.h.p. 
Leyland diesel engine. (Stands 1315 and 1214, 
Outdoor.) 


KANGO ELECTRIC HAMMERS, Ltp., Lombard- 
road, South Wimbledon, S.W.19, will be showing 
five types of hammers consisting of their ‘* E,” 
“F” and “G” models, the Kango spade ham- 
mer and the Kango tie tamper for tamping railway 
ballast. A full range of tools for use with their 
hammers will also be shown. To be exhibited 


for the first time will be the new Kango generator 
manufactured for them by Messrs. Auto Diesels, 
(Stand D, 720.) 


Ltd., of Uxbridge, Middlesex. 





The “KL 66” 6-ton mobile crane with] 
60-ft jib. (George Cohen, Sons & Co., Ltd. 
Stands 1332 and 1327-1226, Outdoor) 4; 
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Kango portable electric generating set. 
(Kango Electric Hammers Ltd. Stand 
D, 720) 


%Kwikrorm, Ltp., 194, Waterloo-road, Birm- 
ingham 25, will again be exhibiting this year 
a representative range of their building and civil 
engineering equipment comprising their Kwik- 
form unit-frame scaffolding system, their patented 
two-component suspended formwork system, 
vertical formwork, flexible formwork, and their 
rising trestles. Various photographs will also 
be on view illustrating Kwikform at work in 
various parts of the world. (Stand B, 613.) 


The exhibit of the: LinER CONCRETE MACHINERY 
Co., Lrp., Park-road, Works, Gateshead, will 
consist of a display of their contractors’ plant. 
Their No. 2 size Portasaw which has been out of 
production for some time has been reinstated and 
redesigned. The new model will be fitted with 
18 in. dia. sawblade giving a 5 in. depth of cut 
and is self-contained with 5 h.p. Petter air- 
cooledengine. The size of table is 40 in. by 18 in. 
Other items to be shown include mixers, slab, 
block and brick machines; and vibrating table. 
(Stand 1306, Outdoors.) 


Again this year R. A. LisTER AND Co., Ltp., of 
Dursley, Gloucestershire, will be confining their 
exhibit to the display of their auto-trucks. All 
models on show will have 600 c.c. single cylinder 
engine with gear box giving two forward speeds 
and one reverse with gear drive. The 1 ton 
capacity tipping model (NPS/NU9G) has been 
specially developed for handling liquid concrete 
and other loads connected with building, road 
and pavement repairs. It is fitted with a 17 cu. ft. 
capacity universal tipping steel body and has 
pneumatic tyred wheels. (Stand D, 205.) 

The exhibit of y%Lyte Lappers, Ltp., Roger- 
stone, Newport, Mon, will consist of a display 
of single and extension ladders, step ladders, 
painters’ trestles, fruit picking ladders, tripods, 
etc. Also on show will be their new aluminium 
roller conveyor, which is readily portable and it is 
claimed that each section can be easily carried 
by one person. (Stand B, 306.) 


On their stand the Mining Division of the 
MASTABAR BELT FASTENER Co., Ltp., Marfleet, 
Hull, will be exhibiting a full range of their 
products, which comprise the “* Comet ”’ colliery 
conveyor belt lacing system. This system, it is 
claimed, provides a portable and rapid means 
of making or repairing conveyor belt joints 
underground or on the surface. (Stand D, 406.) 


MILLARS’ MACHINERY Co., LtD., Thorley 
Works, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts, will be exhibit- 
ing on their stands units from their range of civil 
engineers’ and_ contractors’ plant, including 
concrete mixers, asphalt plant and Wellpoint 
dewatering equipment. Among the concrete 
mixers on show will be the new 5-T, which is a 
hand fed model with a mixed batch capacity of 
5 cu. ft. Also on show for the first time is a 
10 cu. ft. highways maintenance mixer, for use 
as a batch dryer or combined dryer and mixer. 
(Stands 1211 and 1110, Outdoor.) 

% Jack OLDING AND Co., Ltp., Hatfield, Herts, 
will be exhibiting the Vickers VR-180 tractor 
for which they are the world distributors. This 


tractor is powered by a Rolls-Royce 6 cylinder, 
supercharged diesel engine having six forward 
speeds, three reverse and a top speed of 10 m.p.h. 
(Stand 1350, Outdoor.) 
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A system of formwork for concrete construc- 
tion, using steel panels of varying sizes, will be 
shown by Rapip METAL DEVELOPMENTS, LTD., 
209, Walsall-road, Perry Barr, Birmingham 
22B. A feature of this equipment is that the 
side flanges of the panels are slotted to take fixing 
clamps; the latter secure and align the panels 
and are used in conjunction with standard 
scaffold tubing. (Stand 1316, Outdoor.) 


WESSEX INDUSTRIES (POOLE), LTD., West-street, 
Poole, Dorset, will be showing a range of new 
power-driven trucks, which have been added to 
their ‘“* Wrigley’’ motor trucks during the last 
few months and these will include a 3 h.p. 
hydraulic tipping truck, a 1 h.p. mobile crane, 
a 3 h.p. hydraulically operated lifting platform, 
and 1 and 3 h.p. hydraulic stillage trucks. 
(Stand D, 130.) 


The Wickham passenger hoist, which will be a 
working exhibit operating in a scaffolding tower 
36 ft. high, will form part of the display by 
WICKHAM ENGINEERING Co., Ltp, 34, Victoria- 
street, London, S.W.1. This machine has been 
developed for passenger and goods carrying on 
construction work where such an installation is 
required, and is driven by a reversible electric 
motor and magnetically controlled brakes. 
Also on show will be the 10/15-cwt. concrete 
elevator, fitted with } cubic yard capacity tipping 
skip rigged for automatic tipping, together with 
other constructional elevators. (Stands 1307 
and 1206, Outdoor.) 


The complete range of electric tools manu- 
factured by Wo1gpELectric Toots, Ltp., Pioneer 
Works, Hanger-lane, Ealing, W.5, will be dis- 
played on their stand and will include two new 
machines. These are the 10in. portable all 
ball-bearing electric saw, model. R.S.10, and the 
H.D.1 building and maintenance hammer Kits. 
The display will be completed by a varied selection 
of portable electric drills, screwdrivers, portable 
and stationary grinders, etc. (Stand C, 603.) 


Structural Components 


Examples of Red Hand roofing felts, linings 
and underslatings, insulating and deadening felts, 
and dampcourses, are to be shown by D. ANDER- 
SON AND ‘Son, Ltp., Stretford, Manchester. Also 
to be displayed are models of their built-up 
roofing systems, artd of Thermolok and Thermo- 
steel insulated metal roof deckings. (Stand 
B, 625.) 

Steel drums for the oil, paint and chemical 
industries will form part of the display of FREDK. 
BRABY AND Co., Ltp., 352-364, Euston-road, 
London, N.W.1. Included will be a display of 
perforated metals together with examples of 








Steel form-work for concrete construction showing the adaption of flat panels for 
circular shuttering. (Rapid Metal Developments, Ltd. Stand 1316, Outdoor) 
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plate and sheet metal work, nested galvaniseg 
steel cisterns, an industrial steel sink, ice moulds 
aluminium desk and bookcase, industrial aly. 
minium holloware, cisterns, cylinders, a grouting 
pan, rooflights and skylights, an export type 
barrow and galvanised culverts. (Stand B, 517 
and 416.) 


%& GALvo (WirE NETTING), LtD., Coneygre. 
road, Tipton, will be introducing a new type of 
reinforcement known as “ Bondenn’’ GB/{819 
which has been designed for use in conjunction 
with the erection of glass btock panels. It jg 
galvanised and can be bent at right angles withoy 
unduly increasing the thickness of the joint 
The reinforcement is manufactured from MS. 
wire 28/32 tons tensile, and it is claimed that the 
design is such that itprovides a good bond within 
the structure. (Stand A, 508.) 


GUEST, KEEN AND NETTLEFOLDS (MIDLANps), 
Lrp., 24, Heath-street, Birmingham 18, will be 
showing screws, bolts and nuts of all descriptions 
hot- and cold-rolled strip, aluminium alloy 
nails, steel hinges, railway fastenings and tele. 
graph ironwork. The outdoor display will show 
upset and drop forgings and press forgings, 
together with engineering hand tools, and agricul. 
tural requisites, wire netting, coal bunker, 
corrugated cisterns, hot-water tanks, and 
gutters and pipes. (Stands B, 629/526 B, 309 and 
209, and 1325/1224, Outdoor.) 


Examples of castings will be shown by Hat 
AND HALE (TipTON), Ltp., Dudley Port, Tipton, 
Staffs. A special purpose high-duty manhole 
cover and frame cast in Blackheart malleable 
iron has been developed and is to be displayed 
together with. manhole step irons cast in accord- 
ance with British Standard 1247/45, and the 
Hewitt patent wedge release which is adaptable for 
use in civil engineering or building construction 
work. (Stand D, 609 and 508.) ® 


The stand of HoLoptast, Lrp., New Hythe, 
near Maidstone, Kent, has been designed to 
demonstrate the use of their products in specific 
applications, one of which will be the use of 
“*Holoplast’’ 1§-in. panels as an exterior wall. 
Their internal partitioning will also be shown 
in a typical office construction, together with 
other products which are used for flooring, 
furniture, doors and acoustic finishes. (Stand B, 
315.) 


The stand of HENRY Hope AND SONS, LtD., 
Smethwick 40, consists of vertical patent 
glazing fronfend to end, 34 feet long and 20 feet 
high. It will be supported by three steel 
columns set behind the glazing, in which i 
included an electrically controlled opening light, 
a swinging ventilator fitted with a hand-operated 
telescopic strut, and a large top hung ventilator 
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hand operated by twin-screw gear. (Stands 
B, 415/320.) 

A standard nailable steel joist with timber 
built into top and bottom is to be exhibited by 

METAL SECTIONS, Ltp., Oldbury, Birmingham. 
The joist is approximately 7 in. deep and suitable 
for spans up to 12 ft. as a floor joist and 14 ft. 6 in. 
asaroof purlin. Also displayed will be a sample 
length of their nail steel joist, and a length of 
composite beam formed from a channel and two 
angles spot welded together. (Stands D, 617/ 
516 and D, 619/518.) 


One of the principal features of the stand of 
the RuperoipD Co., Ltp., 1/19, New Oxford- 
street, W.C.1, which has been designed by Eric 
Brown and Peter Chamberlin, L. and A.R.I.B.A.., 
will be the series of full-size models demonstrating 
the application of various Ruberoid products. 
Their mineral surfaced roofing is used as the cap- 
sheet of a typical built-up roofing standard speci- 
fication for a flat roof, shown complete with 
flashings and outlets. There will be a display ot 
roofings, dampcourses, bituminous paints and 
compounds. (Stand B, 423.) 


The floor of the stand of 4% STELCON (INDUs- 
TRIAL FLoors), Ltp., Cliffords Inn, London, will 
be formed of anchor steel plates, and also on dis- 
play will be their storage walls. These walls 
provide a method of storing bulk materials such 
as coal, coke, gravel, etc. The system employs 
independent self-supporting units made of re- 
inforced concrete to a design which can be placed 
on any level surface without, it is claimed, the 
need for attachment to that surface or to each 
other. (Stand D, 326.) 


The stand of TuBE INVESTMENTS, LTD., The 
Adelphi, London, W.C.2, will display a cross- 
section of the products manufactured by their 
precision steel tube, cold-rolled metal sections and 
aluminium companies. A general range of seam- 
less and welded tubes in steel, stainless steel and 
aluminium alloys will be exhibited together with 
high-pressure cylinders ; a series of cold-rolled 
metal sections for the building industry, including 
nailable steel joists, and aluminium beams and 
girders. (Stands D, 617/516 and D, 619/518.) 


THE UNITED STEEL COMPANIES, Ltp., 17, 
Westbourne-road, Sheffield 10, are to exhibit 
“Silver Fox’’ stainless steel products on their 
stand. Under the description of Stainless 
steel, too, there will be available a range of 
alloys designed to resist varying types of corrosion. 
(Stand D, 519.) 


THos. W. WarD, Ltp., Albion Works, Sheffield’ 
will display photographs of factory planning and 
installation work, industrial dismantling, ship- 
breaking, scrap handling and railway construc- 
tional work. Examples, on their outdoor 
stand, include a range of machinery and indus- 
ttial plant, together with unit displays showing 
the activities and products of subsidiary com- 
panies. Exhibits will include sheet-metal work- 
ing machinery, wood-working machinery, pumps 
and compressors, and various items of foundry 
plant. (Stands D, 719 and 1360, Outdoor.) 


Heating and Services 





Examples of Magicoal fires and radiators will be 
displayed representing every style from functional 
twentieth century to the decorative flourish and 
charm of Jacobean, Georgian and Adam designs, 
by BERRY’s Etectric, Ltp., Touchbutton House, 
Newman-street, London, W.1. In the section of 
decorative lighting fittings there will be pendants, 
brackets, bedlights, floor and table standards; 
in glass, wood, metal, fabric and cast stone. 
(Stand C, 507 and 406.) 


*THOMas BOLTON AND Sons, Lrp., Widnes, 
Lancs, will be displaying their copper and copper- 
base alloy products, including copper tubes for 
water, gas and sanitation services, and copper 
Toofing Sheets. (Stand D, 642.) 


iP K. Cote, Lrp., Southend-on-Sea, Essex, 
bs be showing a range of Thermovent electric 
Pace heating appliances, covering: domestic, 
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New F.M. portable heater. E. K. Cole, Ltd. 
(Stand C, 403) 


industrial and marine requirements. Among the 
range of marine Thermovents will be a new model 
known as the type F.M. portable heater incor- 
porating a safety device which automatically 
switches off should the supply to the heater be 
knocked over or the heat outlet obstructed. 
Exhibits will include a new range of industrial 
waterproof units in single, double and triple 
banks. (Stand C, 403.) 


A selection of fluorescent, tungsten, mercury 
vapour and sodium discharge lamps and lighting 
fittings will be shown on the stand of CROMPTON 
PARKINSON, Ltp., Crompton House, Aldwych, 
W.C.2. A new exhibit will be ‘* Crompton- 
Louvalite ’’ for interior lighting which consists of 
lattice-louvre sections that can form part or 
whole of a false ceiling above which are fixed 
lighting fittings. With this arrangement it is 
claimed that direct glare is completely eliminated 
from all normal positions.. (Stand C, 609.) 


A wide selection of cells will be exhibited by 
the D.P. Battery Co., Ltp., Bakewell, Derby- 
shire. Stationary cells for use in emergency 
lighting, radio transmission, railway signalling, 
country house lighting, switch-tripping and 
closing in power stations will be included in the 
display. (Stand C, 713.) 


The exhibit of DimpLex, Ltp., Dimplex Works, 
Totton, Hants, will consist of a number of new 
models of the ‘** Dimplex ** pressed steel radiators 
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for water installation. 
oil-filled electric radiators, a feature of which 
is the incorporation of a pilot light on the thermo- 
stat. This light will remain visual only when 
electricity is being consumed. (Stand C, 726.) 


The stand of the Plastics Division of IMPERIA} 
CHEMICAL INDusTRIES, LTD., Black Fan-road, 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts, will be devoted to 
the uses of I.C.I. plastics in the engineering 
industries. Attention will be given to. the use of 


Also to be displayed are., 


nylon moulding powder for the moulding of), 


small bearings, rings and similar components, 


where the toughness and self-lubricating pro-.., 


perties of this plastic can be exploited. 


the technique of jointing and welding illustrated. 
(Stand D, 412.) : 


Polythene: , 
tubing for water service lines will be.shown and, 


Demonstrating the constant interest in solving, 
problems of corrosion and erosion in, condenser . 


tubes will be the main theme of the stand of the 
Metals Division of IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUS- 
TRIES, LTp.,. Bridge-street, Smethwick. . Copper 
tubes for domestic water,.gas and sanitation 


services, together with appropriate fittings, will , 


be displayed. There will also be exhibited a new 


product, “ Kynal’’ aluminium alloy treadplate. 


The wide uses of aluminium ‘alloy extruded’ ahd 
rolled products for building and transport ‘witl 
be shown in photographs on. view. 
D, 409 and 308, and B, 309 and 208.) 





“Dimplex,” model A.310 oil filled elec- 
tric radiator on castors. (Dimplex, 
Ltd. Stand C, 726) 


The exhibits of JOHNSON AND PHILLIPS, Lrpi, 
Charlton, London, S.E.7, will demonstrate the 
advantages of aluminium sheathed cables. A 
series of three-dimensional models will show the 
application of the new cable for particular 
installations such as works, substations and 
railway electrification. A further exhibit on the 
stand will be a 1.000 kVA J. and P. transformer, 
British National Electrics, Ltd., the J. and. P. 
domeitic appliances section, will have a section 





“ Crompton Louvalite.”._ (Crompton Parkinson, Ltd, Stand G, 609) ‘ - 


(Stands’ 








cu. ee 
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of the stand for demonstrating some of their 
products, in particular the C.49 cooker: (Stand C, 
220.) 

Typical stationary cells of the “‘ open’? and 
“closed-top’’ types will form a prominent 
feature of the display of PRITCHETT AND GOLD 
AND E.P.S. Co., Ltp., 50, Grosvenor-gardens, 
London, S.W.1. Housed in glass containers and 
available in capacities ranging from 10 to 1080 
ampere-hours at the 10-hour discharge rate, 
these cells can be used for emergency lighting, 
switchgear operation or other duties in industry 
generally, hospitals, telephone exchanges, power 
stations, cinemas, theatres, hotels, schools, and 
office buildings. (Stand C, 702.) 

A display of copper hot water storage cylinders 
for commercial and domestic purposes, will be 
shown by RANGE Borers, Ltp., Stalybridge, 
Cheshire, together with copper boilers for 
domestic ranges, calorifiers, indirect cylinders, 
and the “ Fortic’’ patent combination tank. 
They will also be showing cafe boilers with gas, 
steam and electric heating, and examples of 
general brass and copper work. (Stand B, 300.) 


The ,stand of STEWARTS AND LLoyps, LTD., 
Broad-street-chambers, Birmingham 1, will feature 
a section of a 72 in. sheathed and lined steel main 
into which five panels have been inserted, each 
containing a colour transparency illustrating 
stages in the manufacture, protection and laying 
of large diameter steel mains; examples of coils 
and cold rolled steel strip; and a series of illu- 
minated photographs depicting the complete 
range of tubular steel lighting columns. (Stands 
D, 511 and 408, and 1333/1232, Outdoor.) 


Demonstrations will be given on the stand of 
¥Triptex Founpry, Lrtp., Great Bridge, 
Staffordshire, of their ‘‘W’”’ insulated free- 
standing cooker and their ‘38°’ C/F continuous- 
burning combination grate. Also exhibited will 
be their new closable fire conversion set which 
may be fitted to existing Triplex grates. with 
12 in. fire making them suitable for continuous 
burning. (Stand B, 505.) 


The main feature on the stand of THE Tupor 
ACCUMULATOR Co., Ltp., 50, Grosvenor-gardens, 
London, S.W.1, will be a new dual battery 
automatic equipment evolved by their engineers 
primarily for the operation of pit-shaft signalling 
devices in collieries. The apparatus incorporates 
an automatic charge and automatic battery 
changeover features. A specimen equipment will 
be shown on the Tudor stand complete with two 
batteries of six cells. A complete Tudor “* Safety- 
lyte ’’ automatic emergency lighting set will also 
be shown. (Stand C, 114.) 


Paints, Finishes, Preservatives 


A solid lump of graphite weighing approxi- 
mately 14-cwt., in addition to samples of graphite 
ores, will be displayed by C. R. AVERILL, LTD., 
22, Duchy-street, Stamford-street, London, S.E.1. 
A display of ‘“* Avarc”’ graphite specialities will 
include the three main pure flake lubricating 
graphites No. 1 coarse, No. 2 fine and No. 3 
very fine, also “‘ Avarc”’’ graphite bond, which 
is a new preparation specially prepared for all 
types of hot and cold screwed and flanged oil 
or petrol joints. (Stand C, 202.) 


¥eBLUNDELL, SPENCE AND Co., Ltp., 9, Upper 
Thames-street, London, E.C.4, will exhibit paints, 
distempers and varnishes suitable for both the 
domestic and trade user. In connection with 
these there will be painted panels available for 
examination to illustrate the various finishings, 
together with the types of packages used. (Stand 
B, 214.) 


The BritisH PLASTER BOARD, LtD., will be 
displaying Gypsum plaster and materials designed 
for use in modern building construction. Examples 
of fire-resisting Gypsum plaster board and quick- 
setting Gypsum plaster are to be shown together 
with exhibits which will show various construc- 
tions and techniques incorporating Gypsum 





products. A model will be on view showing the 
upper or bedroom floor flat of a typical house, 
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with these products in their proper relation. 
(Stands B, 410 and 511.) 


The new aluminium degreaser and cleaner will 
be part of the display by JENo.LITE, Ltp., 43, 
Piazza-chambers, Covent Garden, London, W.C.2. 
Demonstration of the use of this solution on 
cowlings will be given, and of a decarbonising 
solution for removing carbon deposits from 
internal combustion engine valves, also an 
ornamental etchant which can give an artistic 
finish to aluminium surfaces. (Stand B, 221.) 


The exhibits of JENSON AND NICHOLSON, LTD., 
Jenson House, Carpenter’s-road, London, E.15, 
will show the range of paints, varnishes, enamels, 
lacquers, etc., for both decorative and industrial 
purposes manufactured by them. On the industrial 
side there will be a demonstration of the “ Liquid’ 
Envelope ’’ peelable protective plastic coating 
designed to safeguard planes, ships, vehicles, 
machinery, etc., during fabrication, assembly, 
storage and transport. (Stand B, 316.) 


Cement work coloured with Sealantone liquid 
colours is to be featured in the display by %SEALO- 
CRETE Propucts, Ltp., Atlantic Works, Hythe- 
road, London, N.W.10. Also exhibited are 
Sealocrete double strength premix solution, 
a solution which is added to cement and concrete 
in order to produce a case-hardened, waterproof 
and dustproof result; colourless waterproofing 
liquid, coloured cork flooring compound, a 
light duty and decorative flooring; concrete 
surface dressing; Sealantex liquid stone com- 
pound; Sealocrete metallic hardener for harden- 
ing the surface of floors, pavings, etc.; and 
Sealocrete corrugated bitumised  waterbar 
(patented). (Stand B, 614.) 


Bricks, Concrete Blocks, etc. 





Machinery for the manufacture of ‘ Driv 
Crete ’’ mortarless concrete blocks will be shown 
by the ye BritisH ART Tite Co., Lrp., 121B, 
Mill-road, Cambridge. These blocks are designed 
for the construction of houses, factories, garages, 
farm buildings and walling, etc. They can 
be laid upon a base course one upon the other 
without mortar joints. (Stand B, 716.) 


The stand of 4 J. H. SANKEY AND Son, LTD., 
Aldwych House, Aldwych, London, W.C.2, 
will show Sisalkraft products, Sankey refractory 
products, and the Sankey saw. All grades of 
Sisalkraft reinforced waterproof papers for 
building, public works, agriculture and industry 
will be demonstrated, including Sisalation 
reflection (thermal) insulation, faced on one or 
both sides with highly burnished aluminium foil 
and possessed, it is claimed, of good insulating 
properties. (Stand B, 405.) 


Equipment and Fittings 


Examples of Axial flow and centrifugal type 
fans, together with a new “ Junior ”’ dust collector, 
which is being shown for the first time, will be 
displayed by y%& THE AIRSCREW Co. AND Jicwoop, 
Ltp., Weybridge, Surrey. (Stand D, 726.) 


A mine ventilating fan demonstrating the 
application of an axial fan for main ventilation 
in mines is to be displayed by KEITH BLACKMAN, 
Ltp., Mill Mead road, Tottenham, N.17. Also the 
T.1100 dust collecting unit, designed to meet the 
demand for self-contained apparatus for applica- 
tion to general grinding and light polishing 
machines will be on show. In addition, a cast- 
iron blower, suitable for cupola blowing, boosting 
pressure for town gas mains, oil-fired and gas- 
fired furnaces, will be exhibited together witha 
number of centrifugal fans suitable for induced 
draught, and a forced draught. (Stands D, 755 
and 654.) 


A variety of collapsible gates will be exhibited 
by BoLTon GaTeE Co., Ltp., Waterloo-street, 
Bolton. Automatic ray operated control has 
been applied to one of the shutter gates and also 
to a pair of glass doors. The motor starter gear 
for opening these gates is operated through a 
photo-electric cell and closing of the gates is 
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similarly effected automatically after a prede. 
termined time interval. (Stand B, 302.) 


Several new products will be shown by 
%& British TrANE Co., Ltp., Vectair House, 
Clerkenwell-close, London, E.C.1. These products 
include a window cill type self-contained air condj. 
tioning unit, a one-ton water-cooled self-contained 
air conditioning unit and a range of two differing 
types of forced flow convection heaters. The wip- 
dow cill type air conditioning unit, known as the 
Efbee ‘‘ Climette,”’ is 15 in. high and 294 in. wide, 
and the external portion is weather-proofed to resist 
extreme temperature and heavy rain. (Stand 
B, 330.) 


A full range of locks will be shown by ¥& Cxuag 
AND Sons, 40-42, Oxford-street, W.1. Included 
will be locks for warehouses, business premises, 
shops, flats, mental hospitals, prisons, and ships, 
The new 5-lever open shackle padlock with 
hardened shackle which is also to be exhibited 
is designed to replace the Chubb 1K09 open 
shackle padlock. (Stand B, 609.) 


CoLtT VENTILATION, Lap., Surbiton, Surrey, 
will be demonstrating the operation and uses of 
their various industrial ventilators. Those dis- 
played will include thermostatically controlled 
ventilators or units fitted with air-tempering 
devices for use in winter ; multi-purpose ventila- 
tors for extract, intake or recirculation ; ventila- 
tors for the release of radiant heat ; high-duty 
exhaust ventilators for the removal of excess heat, 
fumes and steam and controllable inlet ventilators. 
(Stand B, 506.) 


EASICLENE PORCELAIN - ENAMEL (1938), Ltp., 
Darlaston, South Staffs., will be exhibiting their 
range of “Easiclene’’ domestic equipment. 
Included in this equipment will be the ‘“ Princess” 
models of vitreous enamelled steel sink units, 
mounted on wood cabinets finished in cream 
enamel. Also on view are the ‘ Duchess” series 
of stainless steel sink units, also on cream- 
enamelled wood cabinets. Equipment for the 
bathroom includes low-level flushing cisterns in 
white vitreoused steel complete with flushing 
mechanism and all fittings. (Stand B, 524.) 


A display consisting of a collection of models 
will be given by EvERED AND Co., Ltb., Surrey 
Works, Smethwick, 40. Included are examples 
of Everite plastic builders’ hardware, plastic 
standard trim knobs, Everine cabinet hard- 
ware, and Surreyware builders’ hardware in 
metal. In addition, other products displayed will 
include plumbers’ brassfoundry, Isis laboratory 
fittings, gas fittings and governors, including the 
new range of aluminium alloy governors. (Stand 
B, 327.) 

Three cookers, the C.1 de Luxe, the C.2 with 
cut-away view, and their new C.20, will be dis- 
played by GitLotr ELecTRO-STEAM COOKERS, 
Ltp., Cotswold Works, Chalford, near Stroud, 
Gloucester. The C.20, which is now exhibited 
for the first time in its completed form, is fitted 
with a simmering or low-temperature oven 
instead of the 20-gallon cylinder. It provides 
steaming, boiling water and up to 1} to 2 gallons 
of hot culinary water, supplied from the tap in 
front of the cooker. (Stand C, 416.) 


%& G. A. Harvey AND Co. (LONDON), L1D., 
Greenwich Metal Works, S.E.7, will be displaying 
a wide range of steel products. The range of 
“ Harco”’ perforated metals exhibited is designed 
in numerous patterns for all screening, grading, 
cleaning, sorting and filtering requirements. 
Also displayed will be perforated metals for such 
items as radiator covers, pipe guards, ventilating 
panels. (Stand B, 329.) 


3% James H. LAMonT AND Co., LTD., Gylemutr 
Works, Corstorphine, Edinburgh, 12, will be 
showing their “ Securex’’ compression joints, 
together with the model house which was 02 show 
last year. (Stand B 630.) 


A general range of locks and builders’ hard- 
ware will be exhibited by JosiAH PARKES AND 
Sons, Ltp., Union Works, Willenhall. The firm 
anticipate being in a position to offer and demon- 
strate suitable alternatives to non-ferrous metals 
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for certain forms of builders’ hardware because 
of the restrictions imposed on such materials. 
(Stand A, 526.) 

A small range of kitchen equipment will be 
displayed by ye W. H. Paut, Ltp., Breaston, 
Derby. Included in this group is a new automatic 
dish-washing machine, which is designed for 
industrial use, and the “ Steridale’’ unit, which 
incorporates a wash basin and cabinet, together 
with an instrument steriliser. (Stand B, 324.) 


Working models of ** Prestex ’’ non-concussive 
self-closing taps will be shown by 4 PEGLERs, 
Ltp., Belmont Works, Doncaster, who will also 
be exhibiting the “ Prestex’’ range of com- 
pression fittings for light gauge copper tube. 
Their engineers’ section contains a range of gun- 
metal cocks, and valves in sizes } in. to 4 in., 
for varying pressures and suitable for use on water, 
steam, oil, air, etc., pipe lines. (Stand B, 421.) 


A representative selection of general office 
furniture and equipment will be exhibited by >%& 
SANKEY-SHELDON, LTD., 46, Cannon-street, E.C.4. 
These include Masterform desks ‘and tables, 
standard desks and tables, chairs, filing cabinets, 
waste-paper baskets, cupboards, lockers, etc., 
together with a new typewriter desk. The type- 
writer desk is made up from Masterform units 


and harmonises with other Masterform equip-. 


ment, but incorporates a special typewriter 


pedestal. (Stand B, 721.) 


The exhibit of THe VicTAuLIc Co., Ltp., 
113, Park-lane, W.1, will include a range of 
Victaulic flexible joints, fittings, Viking Johnson 
couplings, flange adaptors, junior couplings and 
hose couplings. The sizes will range from 4 in. 
to 100 in. diameter, and will include joints for 
use on both steel and cast-iron pipes at pressures 
from zero to 1 ton per sq. in. The Viking Johnson 
coupling exhibit includes a set of samples demon- 
strating methods of completing bituminous lining 
for sizes 3 in. nominal bore and upwards. 
(Stands D, 511, 408 and 1333, 1232, Outdoor.) 


Miscellaneous 


The history of aluminium production in the 
United Kingdom from the establishment of the 
company in 1894 and the subsequent pioneering 
of the Highland hydro-electric schemes down to 
the expansions now being carried out at the Fal- 
kirk Rolling Mills; will be the main theme of the 
stand of THE BritisH ALUMINIUM Co., LTD., 46, 
Berkeley-square, London, W.1i. This history is 
traced on a large mural dealing with the company’s 
interests in bauxite mining, alumina production, 
reduction to virgin metal, fabricating works and 
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secondary smelting. Parallel with this treat- 
ment of their activities, demonstrations by the 
use of models will be given. The stand has been 
designed by Ronald Dickens, F.S.I.A. (Stand 
D, 605.) 

The stand of the CoppeER DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION, Kendals Hall, Radlett, Herts., 
was designed by A. L. McMullen, M.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., the Association’s architectural con- 
sultant. The theme of the display will be “A 
century of progress in the application of copper 
and its alloys.’’ Comparison will be made of the 
use of the old copper-rivetted leather fire-bucket 
with a modern copper aircraft fire extinguisher ; 
the early submarine cable with co-axial and other 
present-day cables; and primitive Victorian 
plumbing with the latest copper systems. (Stand 
D, 232.) 

Among the general rubber goods, which will be 
shown by Duntop, Ltp., Cambridge-street, 
Manchester, will be ebonites, rubber mouldings, 
industrial gloves, rollers, conveyor belting, 
transmission belting, tank linings and anti- 
corrosion units, oil industry rubbers, and rubber 
flooring. Dunlop special products will be dis- 
playing a range of rubber engineering components 
designed and manufactured to precision limits, 
including flexible power transmission couplings, 
and anti-vibration mountings for instruments and 
machinery. (Stands D, 520 and 621.) 


The insulation of domestic equipment with 
glass fibres will be featured by FIBREGLAss, 
Ltp., Ravenhead, St. Helens, Lancs. Such insula- 
tion can reduce the bulk of most refrigerators and 
cookers. A demonstration will be given showing 
some unbaked scones being placed in a hot oven, 
together with several cartons of ice-cream wrapped 
in ** Fibreglass*’ insulation: About 15 minutes 
later the scones will be taken out baked and the 
ice-cream removed still frozen hard. (Stand 
B, 322.) 


Prototypes of two electric cookers operating 
on the heat-storage principle, will be a feature of 
the domestic section of the joint Electrical 
Development Association of the MIDLANDS 
ELectricItry BoarD. The domestic section of 
the electricity stand will also include a dish 
washer, a potato peeler, and a deep freeze unit. 
(Stands C, 408 and 509.) 

The exhibits of OLDHAM AND Son, LTtp., 
Denton, Manchester, will include a new addition 
to their range of products. It is the new Oldham 


automatic emergency lighting system, designed 
to provide immediate and automatic change-over 
from mains to battery lighting in the event of a 
mains failure. 


This is effected by means of an 





The stand of the British Aluminium Co., Ltd. (D, 605).. Designed by R. Dickens, F.S.1.A. 
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automatic relay or contactor, which connects 
the emergency lighting circuits of a building to an 
electric supply from a stationary battery, when 
a breakdown in the mains supply occurs. (Stand 
C, 414.) 


The RAwLpLuG Co., Ltp., Rawlplug House, 
Cromwell-road, London, S.W.7, will be exhibiting 
examples of their plugs, bolts, nuts, and tools. 
The Rawlnut consists of a rubber plug in which 
is bonded tapped nuts. The Durium drill is a 
rotary tool for use as a hand-brace or electric 
drill and will be displayed together with an 
electric drill designed to take Durium drills from 
number six to twenty, and ordinary twist drills up 
to }-in. diameter. (Stand C, 707.) 


TUBEWRIGHTS, LtTD., Corporation-road, New- 
port, Mon., will be displaying a selection of their 
tubular steel fabricated products. The exhibits 
will include examples of structural steelwork, 
mechanical handling equipment, agricultural 
equipment, lifting gear, and crowd and traffic 
control equipment. A 6 ft. wide by 120 ft. long 
‘Usk’ footbridge, carrying a 12-in. pipe, with 
tubular piers and staircases, will also be displayed 
together with two sections of the “* Brook” 
footbridge. (Stands 1331, 1230 and 1231, Out- 


door.) 
LONDON 


THE COMMONWEALTH SECTION OF EXHIBITS has 
been designed to tie-in with the Festival of Britain. 
The Section is larger this year, with over 20 coun- 
tries occupying 8,000 square feet of stand space. 
Under a timber roof supported on a series of 
shaped arches, visiting buyers will see a colourful 
display of raw materials, craft products, industrial 
goods and processes combining to tell the 
story of progressing trade and civilisation in the 
various territories. (Earls Court.) 


Commerce marketing specialists of America’s 
ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION ADMINISTRATION will 
again have stands at Earls Court and Castle 
Bromwich. Reflecting Britain’s need to maintain 
dollar exports in face of the heavy demands of her 
rearmament programme, the E.C.A. exhibits will 
present four themes—(1) America’s Regional 
Markets, (2) The Way to the U.S.A. Market, (3) 
British Goods in American Markets, (4) American 
Government Services in Britain for British ex- 
porters. 





A new amplifier specially designed for the 
smaller factory will be shown for the first time 
by HADLEY SOUND EQuIpMENTS, 72, Cape Hill, 
Smethwick. This amplifier, type PR60, incor- 
porates a pre-tuned radio unit for relaying music, 
an oscillator for time signals and a microphone 
input for staff location and other messages. 
Also to be featured will be the ‘“ Multicom” 
intercommunicator which gives loudspeaking 
communication between a maximum of 20 points. 
(Stand G, 40, Olympia.) 


The stand of SHELL CHEMICALS, Ltp., 105-9, 
Strand, London, W.C.2, will embrace the whole 
range of Shell products. Chemicals, fuel oils, 
lubricating oil, bitumen and aviation products, 
and many others will be represented in a compre- 
hensive exhibit. The stand has been designed by 
Ronald Dickens, F.S.I.A. (Stand B, 1, Olympia.) 


{HIGH ATTENDANCE] EXPECTED 


Acceptances from overseas buyers of invitations 
to visit the 1951 Fair are now arriving daily at 
the B.I.F. Headquarters in London from all parts 
of the world. The rate of response, combined 
with information available from overseas posts, 
shows that there had been a holding back on the 
part of buyers, probably due to the international 
situation in recent months. However, there has 
been a steadily increasing flow of acceptances in 
the last week and the current impression is that 
buyers are making a last-minute rush to register 
for the Fair. The organisers are hopeful that 
attendance may again reach last year’s high level. 
At the 1950 B.I.F. 19,005 buyers attended from 
over 100 countries. 
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CITY PLANNING IN AMERICA 


Mr. F. J. Osborn’s Address to the Town and Country 
Planning Association 


"HXHE need for a greater understanding 

among the people of the United States 
of the problem of planning in large urban 
agglomerations before a solution can be 
found to the present acute congestion was 
emphasised by Mr. F. J. OsBporn, Chairman 
of the Executive of the Town and Country 
Planning Association, in a talk on “City 
Planning in America,’ from which we 
publish the following extracts, at a meeting 
of the Association held in London on 
April 4. Mr. Osborn said:— 

On my return from America recently after 
my second three months’ tour, I intended to 
put together what I could distil from the 
hogsheads of books and typescripts with 
what I could decipher from my travel notes. 
I have made a start, of course, adding to the 
paper-flood in the process. It looks as if 
by the time I have finished all my facts will 
be out of date. So this talk is a mere interim 
affair, vamped up on the basis of very in- 
complete turfing through documents and a 
very selective memory. 

I have visited 11 of the 12 largest city 
agglomerations in the U.S.A., and several of 
the largest in Canada, besides a lot of 
smaller places of most of the distinguish- 
able types. It is as bewildering an 
experience as making acquaintance with a 
great number of people. It stirs the same 
complex. emotions and assessments—ad- 
miration, awe, commiseration, laughter— 
and the same alternating moods of enthu- 
siasm and despondency. 

Even about a single person or city you 
can have all these conflicting feelings. In 
New York, for example, you can stand at 
dusk in the Rockefeller Centre when the 
lights are coming, up in the skyscrapers and 
see the city as one of the most magical 
fantasies of human creation. You can look 
down from Mount Wilson on Los Angeles 
and see it as a vast and gorgeous carpet of 
Stars stretching away into the mystery of 
the Pacific. From the Golden Gate Bridge, 
San Francisco and the bay area present a 
picture that takes your breath away—and 
even Oakland looks beautiful across the 
water from San Francisco. 

But when you are in the industrial area 
of Lower Broadway you understand what 
Henry James felt when he referred to New 
York as “the terrible city”; and in the 
Bowery you see why he called it “the 
horrible city.” It becomes hideous beyond 
all reckoning—a garbage can of human 
squaler and frustration. 


Good and Bad in New York 

There are things good and bad—immensely 
good and stupendously bad—in great cities. 
In the New York Public Library, for 
example, I was for the thousandth time 
excited by the wonderful cultural possi- 
bilities given by the assembly of millions of 
people in one region. You couldn’t have 
the New York Library without the millions. 
But in the negro quarter ef Harlem and in 
the factory district of Lower Manhattan I 
was dominated by the sense of the awful 
price paid for these cultural possibilities. 
The environment of most of those millions 
is so utterly depraved as to destroy the in- 
dividual framework for any decent culture 
at all. 


Behind the rather pleasant facade of a 


street in San Francisco, actually named 
Golden Gate, I saw families living in as 
dark and crowded a slum as I have seen 
anywhere. And within an arrow-shot of the 
majesticaliy situated Capitol of Washington 
there are decaying slums in which very 
probably many who serve that temple of 
Government live. 

Thus in American cities, as in London 
and Birmingham, I was driven back to this 
simple generalisation: the association and 
co-operation of millions of people of diver- 
sified types and skills is the basis of our 
highly developed civilisation, but the city 
form we have chosen or drifted into for this 
association and co-operation is radically 
wrong. 

We need the exchanges of the millions: 
we do not need that they should be massed 
in vast unbroken urban tracts in order to 
have these exchanges. We need the numbers, 
but not the crowding. 

If we are to spread throughout society the 
fruits of civilisation, of high productive 
power and culture, we have to secure for all 
families gracious and spacious homes; and, 
of these, the great city, as now organised or 
disorganised, deprives masses of its citizens. 
The American democratic ideal does not 
permit the conscious acceptance of a class 
system in which some people are cut off 
from amenities that others regard as basic. 
I regard it as certain, therefore, that U.S.A. 
political opinion will move steadily in the 
direction of good homes for all—as fast as 
the way to provide them can be clearly seen 
and the very considerable _ institutional 
obstacles overcome. 


A True Democracy 

America is a democracy in reality as well 
as in ideal. And in any democracy based 
on the universal franchise the tendency 
must be towards such necessary govern- 
mental action as will ensure that evervone 
has a living income, decent living conditions, 
and reasonable security. The reason why 
America has not moved so fast as Europe 
in social welfare provisions is very simple: 
it is a far richer country—a country where 
the poor are relatively rich by European 
standards. Where most people are fairly 
well off, only a few very logical theorists 
care if some people have a great deal more 
wealth than others. For most people that 
situation adds a certain excitement to life— 
because you never know: you might have a 
break and make a packet yourself; or if 
you are a girl you might become a movie 
star or marry the president of a steel cor- 
poration. 

And if you live in a slum, that may be 
only temporary. Some day you will have a 
ranch-type house in a suburb and drive to 
it in your own Chrysler—or at least a 
Plymouth. 

But if lots of people are in slums and 
can’t get out, something. Americans feel, 
must be done about it. There is a strong 
and growingly successful movement for 
public housing. Even the brake on the 
movement is not based merely on the theory 
of individualism. The argument of the 
anti-housing movement is that if private 
enterprise can continue building at its 
present colossal rate—over 1,000,000 houses 
a year—there will be a filtering up of the 
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less well-off into houses vacated by the 
better-off, and soon everyone will reach a 
standard of at least decent housing. 

Of course, that would not solve the great- 
city congestion problem. Americans in 
general have not yet understood that prob- 
lem. We can’t boast that our own public 
have understood it either. One of the 
major tasks of the planning movement there, 
as here, is to show the necessity of some 
amount of public control of land-use to 
the proper solution of the housing prob- 
lem, in which everybody is interested for 
himself if not for others. 

So far, however, the most appealing argu- 
ment for planning in America is that every 
city is being choked to strangulation by a 
constantly growing traffic. You can also 
interest Americans in the waste of time and 
money in daily travel between home and 
work, and the reduction of leisure and loss 
of productive efficiency that an excess of 
movement involves. 


Pride in Bigness 

As in Europe, however, the first reaction 
to an excess of traffic bringing streets 
almost to a standstill is the construction, 
at vast expense, of magnificent non-access 
or limited-access highways from the built-up 
areas out into the adjoining counties. Not 
being complete morons, they can see, as 
we can, that these new roads enable the 
cities to expand even more rapidly in area 
and population. But pride in city bigness 
still prevails. When at a public lunch I 
congratulated Philadelphia on having 
receded from third to fourth place in the 
statistics of magnitude, there was an indig- 
nant protest from all over the enlightened 
audience. The popular remedy for more 
traffic is more speedways—and more loss 
of time. It won’t last much longer, but 
it is not dead yet. 

American factories are brilliantly organ- 
ised, and each has a planning staff that allots 
and re-allots space within it, keeps the 
gangways clear, and continuously adjusts 
all the departmental space relationships to 
the ever-changing needs of each. They 
would not dream. of leaving each internal 
section to scramble for space by force, or 
bid against each other for it—knowing that 
would mean sheer chaos. Yet at the factory 
gates and everywhere outside it, the innum- 
erable interests in a city (departments of 
economic activity on a larger scale) are 
doing precisely that. And the chaos is there 
for all to see: as it is in our own country. 

These basic arguments from the expense 
of movement and the confusion of competi- 
tive siting. are the sort of arguments that 
appeal to American business men. The 
ordinary citizen in his private capacity sees, 
when you put it to him, the argument for 
planning home _ neighbourhoods against 
excessive density and distance from work. 
There are also reasons of convenience in 
the sub-division of plots, and of amenity in 
the sorting out of clashing land uses that 
have had an even earlier appeal, and in 
fact have led to the adoption of zoning 
and sub-division control in most States. | 

Planning, therefore,’up to a certain point, 
is much practised in the U.S.A.; one may 
even say it is popular and growing in popu- 
larity. Exhibitions are frequent and well 
attended, and the literature published on 
planning is lavish beyond our paper-starved 
dreams. 

Planning, however, has not yet been able 
to tackle the wider and more fundamental 
issues of urban development—the excessive 
growth of metropolitan areas, and the incon- 
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yenient location of industrial or business 
greas in relation to living areas. To one 
of the reasons for this I have already 
alluded; the problem is not understood. 
Cities are too big already for their structure 
to be grasped by popular opinion. And 
sections of the more instructed public have, 
within themselves, somewhat conflicting 
immediate interests—though they could be 
reconciled. There is, for example, a radical 
split between housing reformers and 
advanced planners, on the one hand, and 
the real estate people and builders on the 
other. The real estate interest maintains a 
“million-dollar lobby” in Washington to 
oppose public housing and municipal re- 
development of central areas; and I think 
it would also -be averse to extensions of 
planning. This is a pity, since planning is 
necessary for good estate development. 

The main obstacles to comprehensive 
planning, however, are in the political set- 
up. The existence of 48 sovereign States, 
jealous of federal encroachments on their 
powers, is an obstacle that constantly yields 
to proved necessity. But the sovereignty 
of the city as against the State Government 
is in this field a greater difficulty. There 
is in most States no power to revise city 
boundaries without mutual consent; a city 





. cannot annex an adjoining area without the 


consent of that area. In this country, of 
course, we have both marriage-by-capture, 
whereby one authority can be compelled to 
merge in another; and shotgun marriage, 
whereby, at least for planning purposes, two 
unwilling authorities can be joined together. 
We don’t often use them, but their existence 
in the background is useful. 


CHEAPER HOUSES AND LOWER 
RENTS 


Local Authorities’ Interest 


ACED with ever increasing costs, many 

local authorities are making determined 
efforts to economise on their new housing 
schemes, and there is evidence that the de- 
signs submitted in The Builder Low-Cost 
Housing Competition, which was held 
recently, have been useful in drawing atten- 
tion to practical ways by which necessary 
cuts could reasonably be made. 

WHITLEY BAY URBAN District COUNCIL is 
to build terrace houses at Cauldwell-lane, 
Monkseaton. Mr. E. Roberts, the Council’s 
Surveyor, has been instructed by the Town’s 
Housing Committee to seek tenders on the 
basis of cheaper and smaller houses. Mr. 
Roberts explained that the area of the two- 
bedroomed type of house in Whitley was 
878 sq. ft. and the three-bedroomed type 
914 sq. ft. The new plans were intended to 
cut down superficial space. 

The Local Government Board of the JSLE 
OF MAN, in a letter to all local authorities in 
the island, asked for representatives to meet 
the Board to discuss ways of reducing the 
cost of building. This was announced by 
Mr. J. R. Crellin, Chairman of the Board, 
at a meeting of Tynwald, who stated that 
the points to be discussed were whether rent 
of subsidised houses should be increased, 
and if so, by what amount, and what 
economies could be effected in construction 
of materials, fixtures and fittings. 
Three-bedroomed houses, costing £1,300 
including site costs, are being built by the 
WIGAN Rurav District Councit. Increased 
building costs would have added another 
shilling to the 13s. 9d. rent but to counteract 
this the Council’s Surveyor, Mr. J. Holding, 
has allowed for storage and fuel space 
to be incorporated inside the house. 
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ARCHITECTURE AND FESTIVAL 


Work at the South Bank and Lansbury Sites 


- WE are now in the last hectic phase of 

placing plants on sites which have 
only just been made available, thoroughly 
disillusioned by ourselves and our work 
and our taste, and with such interfering 
bodies as architects, display designers, 
Festival officers of all grades and contractors 
in general,” Mr. H. F. Crark, F.LL.A., 
told his listeners in a paper on “Land- 
scape Architecture and the Festival of 
Britain,” at a meeting of the Institute of 
Landscape Architects, held in London on 
April 19. 


Mr. Clark said that he and his associates, 
as landscape architects, came in after the 
master plan had been prepared and their 
work thereafter was to keep in touch with 
the various section architects and advise 
them on matters which were considered to 
be relevant to their job. 


“Our principal work though has been to 
act as horticultural advisers and to take 
charge of the design and construction of 
what has become known in Festival circles 
as ‘soft’ landscape,” Mr. Clark continued. 
‘““We were, in short, responsible for tree 
planting and the plant decoration of the 
exhibition, adding plant colour and life to 
buildings and vistas—a not unimportant 
job when it is remembered that without 
growing plants they might have become in- 
tellectual abstractions. 


“Now I know that exhibition landscape 
work is not landscape architecture. For one 
thing, the time scale is omitted, the present 
being ever-present and all-important, and 
both the past and the future almost com- 
pletely discounted. In this work plants 
are used solely for their present effect, and 
in their whole cycle from seed to seed it 
is only their ripe maturity that matters. It 
is the architecture of illusion, and its tech- 
niques are much like those of scene design- 
ing, with their quality of being able to 
summon you into a world far removed 
from workaday life.” 


The designer aimed at building up effects, 
and on the South Bank they hoped to 
evoke the spaciousness of a moorland 
escarpment, the languor of a _ flowery 
meadow on a hot summer day, the heat of 
the jungle, the coolness of streams trickling 
over pebbles and rocks, and so on. 





Large Trees Survive Move 


“This is said to prepare you for the 
shock of seeing things that have been done 
which are not, horticulturally speaking, 
considered respectable. The first of these 
breaches of custom was the transportation 
to the South Bank of 69 semi-mature trees 
ranging from 20 to 50 feet high, from Win- 
chester and other places nearer London. 1 
can assure you that I, personally, learned 
quite a little about trees in the process, and 
the fact that they are at present all break- 
ing into leaf is a source of great relief to 
Mrs. Shephard [Mr. Clark’s deputy] and 
myself. To get the effects we required, 
either of colour sequences, textures or forms, 
we planted subjects closely packed and 
without regard to future growth. But we 
have used a very great number of different 
species of plants and you will find these if 
nothing else extremely interesting. 


“As designers we have been governed by 
a number of other considerations. First, it 


is to be remembered that we are dealing 
with a townscape, a city of exhibition 
buildings with a high density. Our designed 
planted areas had of necessity to be concen- 
trated, compact and urban in character. For 
this reason great care had to be exercised 
in the choice of every plant and tree and 
their placing, so that they were in scale and 
in proportion to their surroundings, and 
careful attention paid to detailing. It was 
also important, under the circumstances 
which we expect to prevail on the South 
Bank, to make certain that these planted 
areas were railed off from, or in other ways 
inaccessible to, the public. In the urban 
scene the townsman’s garden is the window 
box and the flower pot on the window sill. 
On the South Bank, window boxes in all 
sizes will be very much in evidence, planted 
either for colour or for foliage effect. And 
distributed in every corner and ranged in 
every fairway will be.over 600 large plant 
containers made of | reinforced plaster, 
wooden tubs, glazed earthenware pots and 
large flower pots, all of them close 
planted to provide a succession of colour 
throughout the season.” 


Besides many other planted areas, the 
small gardens and green spaces for which 
individual landscape architects had been 
directly responsible were the Royal Pavilion 
Garden and the meadow and rock escarp- 
ments round the agricultural building both 
designed by Mr. Peter Youngman; the 
restaurant garden known as the “moat 
garden” and the small individual gardens 
by the Homes and Gardens Pavilion, by Mr. 
Peter Shepheard; and a small garden on the 
embankment by Mrs. Shephard and himself. 


“ Accelerated ” Landscape 


Mr. Clark said that at the Living Archi- 
tecture exhibition at the Lansbury Neigh- 
bourhood the Festival of Britain had a site 
of its own for an exhibition of Town Plan- 
ning, the script for which has been done 
by Miss Jacqueline Tyrwhitt, and they had 
also made a grant to the L.C.C. for what 
had been termed “accelerated” landscape. 
This grant had been used to buy rather 
larger plants and shrubs than would 
normally be afforded, and for the planting 
of trees. “It is hoped that a rather more 
mature landscape effect will be obtained 
in this way,” Mr. Clark went on. “ You will 
be interested in the trees which have been 
planted on these sites. Altogether 52 semi- 
mature trees will have been brought to the 
Neighbourhood and planted by the L.C.C. 
Parks Department and by the Festival of 
Britain. They are considerably smaller than 
those used on the South Bank—they range 
from 15 to 25 feet high—normal nursery 
transport has been used and planting has 
not, therefore, been technically very difficult 
or expensive. I think there is a consider- 
able future for this sort of work as trees of 
this size can be used to provide a very real 
and immediate amenity in a new housing 
estate. 


“Another piece of technique which you 
will be interested to examine is the stabilised 
grass which is being laid down on the 
school sites. This consists of grass seed 
which after sowing has been covered with 
a bitumen emulsion and fine gravel, and 
lightly rolled. It will provide a firm but 
sympathetic surface for children’s play and 
it has, I think, a very great future.” 
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Modern Legislation and Property Values 
Evils of Retroactive and Penal Laws Attacked at R.I.C.S. 


A VIGOROUS attack upon recent “ retro- 

active and penal or sectarian legisla- 
tion” was made by Mr. BRYAN ANSTEY, 
F.R.LC.S., in the course of a paper on “ The 
Effect on Property of Modern Legislation 
and of Economic and Political Trends,” at 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors, in London, on April 2. 

Mr. Anstey began by saying that economic 
and political trends were not restricted to 
one country, and that what was happening 
to systems of land tenure in Borneo and 
Korea or the Middle East might have more 
than academic interest for this country and 
his profession. The traffic of ideas could 
not be suppressed even by an iron curtain, 
and ideas were more potent shapers of 
economic life than legislation. They some- 
times seemed slower in producing results, 
but their results were more real, for legis- 
lation based on incoherent ideas was not 
productive and not lasting. In the long run 
the realities defeated it. On the other hand 
legislation which gave coherent form to a 
widely held body of sound ideas did persist. 
A good example of this, in their field, was 
the property legislation of 1925. 

In this country, Mr. Anstey continued, a 
new high level of population and intense 
development of the land had created the 
menaces to a healthy communal life of 
over-crowding, misuse, over-exploitation, 
damage to the communal interest by indivi- 
dual aggrandisement, and all those other 
defects of intense land occupation which 
were so familiar to the planner. “This is 
,the stage in which we now find ourselves, 
and an attempt to deal with its difficulties 
is being made by the introduction of State- 
bureaucratic land tenure, in which, as for 
example under the 1947 Act, titular owner- 
ship is divorced from operative control of 
use and from full enjoyment of economic 
profit,” said Mr. Anstey. “I do not doubt 
that we shall, in time, move forward to the 
stage in which the interest of the community 
will be preserved, without that stultification 
of private enterprise which inevitably results 
from State-bureaucratic land tenure and 
control. We may be grateful that human 
nature can be changed and that men can 
become enlightened humanitarians even 
more surely than they can become malignant 
demons, but I do not think we need antici- 
pate nor, indeed, hope for a change in that 
aspect of human nature which makes men 
take pride in the care and development of 
something which they have themselves 
created or which makes them gratified if, 
by reason of their labour and skill, it yields 
a surplus to them and to the community 
over and above the material and labour put 
into it; if, in short, it makes a profit. Indeed, 
in what other way can a community 
prosper? To regard the making of a profit 
as an evil thing to be repressed or con- 
fiscated is not to foster the good of the 
community. It is true that a_ profit 
obtained by unhealthy exploitation and 
degradation of others is undesirable but 
that is a very different matter. 

“T believe firmly in the ability of men un- 
selfishly to serve a high cause and to devote 
their worldly wealth to it, but I have little 
faith in the prospect of the permanent and 
entire replacement of private zeal for the 
public weal by a system of bureaucratic 
pauperisation supported by a forced levy. 
All this is to say that I think the logic of the 


economic situation will carry us into a New 
Community Tenure in which there will be 
plenty of scope for private initiative and for 
the investment which both results from it 
and nourishes it. 


Ill-judged Legislation 


The speaker went on to consider whether 
property in this country could be considered 
a stable form of investment, now and in the 
future. ‘“‘ There are many types of property 
in which an investment of money can be 
made, and one class is often improving as 
an investment whilst another is on the 
decline, quite apart from, although affected 
by, the general trend of popularity of 
property as an investment,” he continued. 
“A basic fact which has to be remembered, 
however, is that the essence of value in all 
classes of property is title; a property with 
a bad title, though it may possibly yield 
an income of enjoyment to its present 
possessor, is virtually valueless in the 
market. Now title derives from State pro- 
tection, not merely from State registration 
(which is valuable but not essential); it 
derives from the willingness of the State 
to enforce an established lawfu] ownership 
and a freely and honestly made contract 
whether of transfer or tenancy. It will be 
noticed at once that the State has recently 
dealt a severe blow at confidence in con- 
tract and hence in the investment of money 
in property by the retroactive provisions (I 
will not call them principles) of the 
Furnished Houses Rent Control Act, 1946, 
and the Landlord and Tenant Rent Control 
Act, 1949. In some ways these seem to 
me more damaging to the welfare of the 
community even than the ill-judged pro- 
visions of the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, and it does not seem to be any 
answer at all to say that these Acts were 
passed ‘in the public interest.’ My learned 
friend Mr. Desmond Heap advises me that 
the term ‘the public interest’ must be 
regarded as bearing the same meaning as 
‘public policy’ and that in Richardson v. 
Mellish the judge pointed out that ‘it is a 
very unruly horse and when once you get 
astride it you never know where it will 
carry you.’ 


“The learned judges in the cases of Davies 
and Davies and Besant v. Wood decided 
that the term did not in fact admit of any 
precise definition, and Lord Justice Davey, 
in the celebrated case of Hanson v. Drie- 
fontein Consolidated Mines, Ltd., said: ‘It 
is always an unsafe and treacherous ground 
of legal decision. The most damning 
indictment of this treacherous phrase, a 
phrase which has been used to justify all 
sorts of policies convenient to the executive 
or bureaucracy but damaging to the investor 
or the occupier (vide the historic case of 
Mr. Demellweek!), has been made by Mr. 
Anthony Wagner, Richmond Herald of the 
College of Arms, who points out, inter alia, 
that ‘the public interest, if it means any- 
thing at all, must mean an interest absolutely 
shared by all persons in common and, 
further, that if we propose to think in terms 
of a majority we must take into account 
the quality of the injury done to the result- 
ant minority. It has often been expedient 
to the administration from the days of 
Pilate onwards that one man should suffer, 
ostensibly for the good of the people, but 
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this is not to say that it is right, and if jt 
is not right then in the long run the com- 
munity also will suffer. What does this 
mean in terms of investment property? f 
means that retroactive and penal or sectarian 
legislation is wrong, that it ought to be 
repealed and that sooner or later it will be. 


Political Factors 


“Unless one is a _ practising politician, 
consideration of political trends necessitates 
complete frankness, and I therefore propose 
to say that just as a prudent investor cop- 
templating an investment in building lang 
before 1947 would have been quite justified 
in considering the probable content of 
imminent legislation, having regard to the 
political history and avowed intentions of 
the party in power, and indeed also to the 
background of its principal members, 
especially the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
so to-day a prudent investor looking at the 
depressed state of the market in certain 
classes of property due to that legislation 
would be quite justified in considering the 
avowed intentions as to the continuance or 
repeal of such legislation by the party 
which he expects shortly to be in power. 


““ My own view is that our type of politics 
—democratic government by elected majority 
(despite the poor representation given to 
an important party owing to the obsolete 
system of vote-recording)—tends to follow 
the economic realities fairly closely, and 
therefore bad policies which damage the 
wealth of the community become dis- 
credited and changed. This is unfortunately 
less true where power is seized by a revolu- 
tionary minority.” 

Mr. Anstey went on to say that power- 
clique government was usually accompanied 
by suppression of free opinion either overt 
or covert, but where the people could make 
their voice heard the danger of perpetuation 
of unwise legislation—even when perpetra- 
ted by a triumphant temporary majority of 
a sectarian sort—was much reduced. “As 
the evil effects of it come to be seen, the 
clamour against it rises,’ he continued. 
“Less important and less learned bodies 
add their voice to the weighty pronounce- 
ments of their more important and more 
learned seniors, who in turn have, by now, 
caught up with what their own prophets 
were saying two or three years back, and 
under the impact of this and of the less 
articulate but more widespread misery of 
the little man, something usually gets done 
—as long, that is to say, as a Royal Com- 
mission is not appointed. If a Royal Com- 
mission is appointed, either nothing gets 
done .at all, or what the Commission meant 
is quite misunderstood and what it actually 
said is largely ignored and the resulting 
Act of Parliament consists of the half 
digested products of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer’s Undergraduate reading, prob- 
ably his reading of Henry George. I think 
the 1947 Act was produced in this way.” 

The necessity to realise the importance of 
the effect of the expansion of this country’s 
population in the last century when com 
sidering our present property and planning 
position, was emphasised by Mr. Anstey. 
“To this ought to be attributed, far more 
than to any exceptional wickedness in land 
lords or industrialists, very many of the 
problems which face us to-day, and whica 
we are trying to solve by legislation based 
upon the idea that the landlord is af 
especially grasping type of creature and 
ought to be trounced, mulcted and generally 
spat upon at every opportunity,” he said. 
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much different from that of 1920. 
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After examining statistics of house build- 
ing in recent years, he thought that, taking 
improvements with deterioration, the average 
standard of housing to-day was not very 
“Phere 
are myriads of neat new villas, privately or 
governmentally produced, but is there not 
also a vast amount of overcrowding and of 
living with ‘in-laws’ and a desperate need 
for repairs, due in part at least to the 
operation of the Rents Restrictions Acts? 
It seems then that over the last 30 years 
there has been little more than replacement 


of obsolescence—for in these 30 years the 


population has altered comparatively little. 
According to the Economics Committee 
advising the Royal Commission on Popula- 
tion, the number of families rose between 
1930 and 1950 only from 10,000,000 to 
12,000,000, a mere increase of 20 per cent., 
but between 1800 and 1900 it rose from 
under 3,000,000 families to about 9,000,000, 
an increase of over 300 per cent. The rele- 
vant figures (given on page 8 of the Report 
of the Royal Commission on Population) 
are 10,501,000 persons in 1801; 37,000,000 
persons in 1901, and 42,769,000 in 1921, 
rising to an estimated figure of 46,605,000 
in 1946. 

“Pursuing the analysis we may say that 
during the first 100 years after the industrial 
revolution, in addition to obsolescence, there 
had to be provided nearly three times the 
original total of houses and that by and 
large this was done, whereas in the succeed- 
ing 50 years only obsolescence and an im- 
provement in standard (apart from war, 
destruction) had to be provided for and that, 
by and large, this also was done. The detail 
of these figures can, of course, be criticised 
in a variety of ways, but I think it cannot 
be doubted that they show conclusively that 
in the nineteenth century and early twentieth 
century there was a continuously expanding 
demand for houses and, as every student 
knows, a steadily expanding demand is one 
of the first requisites for a stable or improv- 
ing investment. 

“This expanding demand does still exist, 
but, in the absence of any prospective rapid 
expansion of population, it does not exist to 
the same extent to-day as it did at almost 
any time within the last 100 years.” 

After examining other factors affecting 
investment in property, Mr. Anstey con- 
cluded: “I am happy to say that, looked at 
from all sides and taking the broad as well 
as the narrow view, real property seems to 
me to be a sounder form of investment than 
most others and I do not find it ‘ against the 
public interest’ nor against my private con- 
science to advise clients to make such an 
investment, subject of course to a chartered 
surveyor’s report and valuation.” 


BRITISH STANDARDS 
Cycle Stands 


IN view of the variety of parking equip- 
ment for cycles in use, the preparation of 
a British Standard for Cycle Stands 
(B.S.1716:1951) has been undertaken to 
standardise the most convenient types and 
to provide guidance to purchasers, archi- 
tects and others in their selection. The 
Standard refers only to stands constructed 
of steel or of concrete, but it is not intended 
‘0 preclude the use of other materials and 
designs, some of which are the subject of 
patents or registration. 

Copies of this Standard may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Department, 24, Victoria - street, London, 
S.W.1, price 2/6 post free. 
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TOWN PLANNING 


A Prophet Not Honoured 
By B. S. TOWNROE, Hon.A.R.1.B.A. 


HE “ Economist,” one of the most judi- 
cious and impartial of our reviews, 
recently used strong language about 
the 1947 Town and Country Planning Act, 
which the Editor described as “one of the 
worst legislative blunders of the century.” 
The “Economist” declared there was 
““much to be said for scrapping it root and 
branch and approaching the subject with a 
fresh mind and a clean slate.”, Builders will, 
no doubt, have much sympathy with this 
view, however keenly they are anxious to 
prevent urban congestion and to encourage 
the preservation of the countryside. With- 
out doubt, planning has gone wrong, and 
the pity of it is that those who prepared the 
legislation were directed on the right way, 
and took no notice. 


I have recently been reading again many 
letters and memoranda sent to me 10 years 
ago by a former colleague, Sir Gwilym 
Gibbon, who for a number of years was 
the administrative head of the Town Plan- 
ning Department of the Ministry of Health. 
He and Sir George Pepler were mainly re- 
sponsible for the developments in Town 
and Country Planning which took place 
between 1919 and 1939. In his letters, and 
in his books, published after he had ceased 
to be a Civil Servant, he prophesied what 
would happen unless past experience was 
followed by those planning for the future. 
He was, indeed, a prophet who was not 
honoured in his own country, but whose 
views have had great influence on the town 
planners in other parts of the world. 


He recognised that planning was an essen- 
tial instrument of modern technique, and 
an instrument far too long neglected. But 
he pointed out that like many another 
modern method of Governmental action, 
it can do serious harm if wrongly or too 
arrogantly applied. 


He never wrote with any party political 
bias and his sole wish was to guide town 
planning along the right road. He was 
critical of the Uthwatt report, which was 
so much responsible for the compensation 
and development sections of the Town and 
Country Planning Act of 1947, which have 
partly had to be amended in legislation last 
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year. I see that in a letter written to me 
just before Christmas, 1942, he referred to 
the ‘“ Uthwatt futility.” He always thought 
that to set up a Committee consisting wholly 
of lawyers and valuers, and not ballasted 
by members with extensive business or ad- 
ministrative experience, would lead to 
failure. He pointed out that quite apart 
from its grievous demerits, even for rural 
land, the Uthwatt report did not touch the 
urban land question where the planning 
problem was far the most acute and trouble- 
some. With regard to the Scott report, he 
thought that some of the recommendations. 
were reckless, and that the writers had not 
controlled their propagandist zeal, holding 
out expectations with little chance of. fulfil- 
ment. 


Sir Gwilym was always dubious about 
State action. Many times he referred to the 
sad mess made by all Governments, both 
Conservative and Labour, between the two 
world wars in dealing with the two major 
problems of unemployment and the threat 
from Germany. Although he had passed 
most of his life in Whitehall, his Welsh 
upbringing and his constant visits to all 
parts of Great Britain made him recognise 
the dangers of too much national planning 
and control by Government Departments. 
On this point he wrote: “We want many 
independent minds working up and down 
the country, more local character and not 
less, more experiment and more originality. 
Too much centralisation ends sooner or 
later in too much of the stereotype.” He 
also recognised that unless planners were 
better trained and more research work un- 
dertaken, many of the plans prepared would 
degenerate into vague generalities. Speak- 
ing at the Town Planning Institute on 
various occasions, while he appreciated the 
brilliance of some of our architects turned 
town planners, he asked for more study of 
the social and economic aspects of plan- 
ning. He poured cold water on the much- 
blazoned project for the new bridge at 
Charing Cross, which seems to-day more 
distant than ever, when we have to be con- 
tent with a temporary bridge to the Festival 
of Britain! 


Sir Gwilym was dead against the State 
training of planners, for he felt that the 
complexity of post-war problems demanded 
above all individuality and originality in 
outlook. He was never happy about satel- 
lite towns, or as they are now called, New 
Towns, for he thought it was as wrong as 
it was foolish to assume that most persons 
want a “12 to the acre” home. In 1951, 
we know how some of our best agricultural 
land has been compulsorily acquired by 
public corporations, using the money of the 
taxpayers to forward their plans of new 
towns, and how already original , budgets 
have proved to be false in view of rising 
costs. 


Sir Gwilym Gibbon foresaw what was 
happening, but his words were ignored. The 
time is now approaching when a change of 
policy in town planning will be enforced 
owing to the needs of rearmament and eco- 
nomic necessity. It will be well if, in 
framing the new policy, those responsible 
recall his prophetic words: “The years 
after the war will be a hectic time; there 
will be many and big demands on the public 
endeavour and on the public purse, local 
and central; any sweeping changes will 
carry a heavy handicap and may be left 
at the post. Many a big game will be lost 
if ideals are not tempered by a sharp sense 
of fact.” ; 


J* 
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L.C.W. FESTIVAL YEAR DINNER 
Presentation of Fellowship Diplomas 


GIR GILES GILBERT SCOTT, O.M.., 

R.A., PP.R.I.B.A., was the principal 
guest at the Festival Year Dinner of the 
Institute of Clerks of Works, held at Church 
House Restaurant, Westminster, on April 
21. It was the first event of its kind which 
the Institute had held since 1939 and there 
were over 100 present. The main purpose 
of the dinner was to celebrate the inaugura- 
tion within the Institute of the status of 
Fellowship, and Sir Giles distributed the first 
Fellowship Diplomas which the Institute has 
awarded. Those elected are :—(Fellows) 
J. W. Bishop, C. A. Linge, P. J. Luxton, 
M.B.E., O. Pittaway, A. W. Ridgers, H. G. 
Caswell, A. E. R. Margerison, T. B. McGoni- 
gal, R. W. Hervin, T. Lucas. (Hon. Fellows) 
T. E. Bishop, L. T. Buckley, A. H. Castle, 
G. W. Harris, W. Lake, R. C. Long, H. W. 
Martyn-Roberts, F. J. Pitts, C. Powell, A. E. 
Davies, H. Weaver. 

Proposing the toast of “The Institute of 
Clerks of Works of Great Britain Incor- 
porated,” Sir GILEs recalled that his family 
had been closely associated with the Insti- 
tute since it was founded in 1882. It was 
in the offices of his uncle, the late Mr. John 
Oldrid Scott, F.R.I.B.A., that the first meet- 
ings of the Institute took place. The asso- 
ciation was now carried on by his cousin, 
Mr. Charles M. Oldrid Scott, F.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., the Institute’s treasurer. 

Sir Giles said that two of the men to whom 
Fellowship Diplomas had been awarded, had 
been engaged on his jobs for many years. 
Mr. Pittaway began work on Liverpool 
Cathedral as long ago as 1902 and had, he 
believed, created a unique record among 
clerks of works in that he had been engaged 
on that one project all his working life. 
Sir Giles said that Mr. Luxton had worked 
on a number of his jobs, including the new 
House of Commons, in connection with 
which he had been awarded the M.B.E. 

Referring to the decision to offer Fellow- 
ships to certain members of the Institute, 
Mr. F. H. Peck, A.R.San.I., said that great 
care had been and would be taken in select- 
ing Fellows and Hon. Fellows. Fellow- 
ships would not be offered to anyone who 
had been engaged as a clerk of works for 
less than 20 years or had been a member 
of the Institute for less than 15 years. 


SIGN MAKERS’ PLEDGE 
Overcoming Shortages of Raw Materials 


SPEAKING at the annual dinner in London 
of the Master Sign Makers’ Association, 
on April 20, Mr. H. A. Hawkes, Presi- 
dent,. said that some of them would be 
taking a direct part in the rearmament pro- 
gramme; the rest would be doing the best 
they could to carry on without steel, chrome, 
nickel and a whole range of raw materials. 

“It is going to be difficult; but if the 
Government departments concerned will be 
sensible and human, if they will tell us 
quickly which of us they want to do any- 
thing in the rearmament effort and what, if 
they will tell us the worst and best about 
raw materials, if they will try and not make 
any licensing or controls unnecessarily com- 
plicated and frustrating—if, in other words, 
they will use a bit of energy and imagination, 
they will find our response as a trade will be 
quick and helpful and patriotic. 

“We shall not be lacking in ingenuity to 
find substitutes. We shall not begrudge the 
bit of extra thought in the design shop or 
the extra trouble and effort on the factory 
floor,” he said. 
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KENT DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
Restatement of County Counci}’s Aims 
JK ENT County Council’s policy as to 

future development in those parts of 
Kent which lie within the Greater London 
area remains unaltered, according to a state- 
ment issued by the chairman of the Kent 
County Council’s Planning Committee, 
Captain W. Wingham Richardson. The areas 
in question are Beckenham, Bexley, Bromley, 
Dartford, Erith, Chislehurst and Sidcup, 
Crayford, Orpington and Penge. 

The County Council decided last May to 
base the development plan for those areas 
upon the population which can be accom- 
modated in accordance with sound intrinsic 
planning principles, the statement continues. 
It is intended that all land within or on the 
periphery of the areas concerned shall be 
scheduled for building development, if it is 
suitable for such a purpose and unless there 
are specific factors affecting the land which 
justify general building development being 
prohibited. Such factors would, for example, 
be special landscape or agricultural value or 
the desirability that the land should be 
reserved for open space or other public 
purposes. 

The County Council and, presumably, the 
Minister, have every intention of implement- 
ing the Greater London Plan, including the 
general limitation of residential development, 
which was expressed by Professor Aber- 
crombie in the form of “ target ” population 
figures for various areas. The County 
Council intends to carry its policy into effect 
by the general process of planning, including 
the restriction of industrial development, the 
maintenance of the Metropolitan Green Belt, 
the preservation of agricultural land and the 
control of density of residential development. 


What the County Council will not do is 
to attempt to prohibit residential develop- 
ment, either by way of sterilising land or 
by refusing individual applications for per- 
mission to build, on the sole ground that 
some particular population figure has been 
laid down somewhere as a maximum and 
has been or would be exceeded as a result. 


The County Council’s policy was approved 
by the West Kent and Thames-side Area 
Sub-Committees, on which all the Borough 
and County District Councils concerned are 
represented, before it was adopted by the 
Planning Committee and approved by the 
County Council and the Minister. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES Tegis- 
tered in England have been announced by 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registration 
agents: 

Chick and Langford, Ltd. (492713.) Regd. Mar. 15 
111, Cheyne-walk, Chelsea, S.W.10, bldrs., bricklayers, 
stonemasons, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: R, H. 
Chick, 55, Abercorn-cres., S. Harrow, Middx. 

E. Spring, Ltd. (492724.) Regd. Mar. 15, 149 
Burdett-rd., Bow, E.3, bidr., contractor, carpenter and 
joiner. Nom. cap.: £4,000. Dirs.: E. Spring ang 
Mrs. M. A. M. Spring, 107, Beccles-dr., Barking. 

F. N. Wright (Lydney), Ltd. (492729.) Regd. Mar, 15, 
Severn-house, Hill-st., Lydney, Glos, bldrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: H. F. Wright. 

G. D. Stockbridge, Ltd. (492734.) Regd. Mar. 15, 
The Kaleyards, Frodsham-st., Chester, bldrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: Mrs. M. M. Ryan, 
Brent Knoll, 89, Saughall-rd., Blacon, Chester. 

A. Wheeler and Co. (Westcliff-on-Sea), Ltd. (492513) 
Regd. Mar. 10, bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Subs: 
J. R. Izod and Mrs. C. A. Izod, 50, Ramuz-dr,, West. 
cliff-on-Sea. 

G. F. Grashoff and Sons, Ltd. (492577.) Regd. Mar. 
12, 11, Mardy-st., Grangetown, Cardiff, bldrs., and con- 
tractors. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: G. J. F. Grashoff, 
8, Pentre-st., Cardiff. 

Perkin and Upton, Ltd. (492637.) Regd. Mar. 13, 
The Archway, Weston-rd., Meir, Stoke-on-Trent, bidr, 
and contractor. Nom. cap.: £3,500. Dir.: J. w., 
Perkin, 117, Weston-rd., Meir, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Prowting (Ruislip), Ltd. (492640.) Regd. Mar. 13, 
127, High-st., Ruislip, Middx, bldrs., bldrs.’ mchts., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: P. B. Prowting, 25, Broadmead- 
ave., Ruislip, Middx. 

J. G. Faulkner Bros., Ltd. (492833.) Regd. Mar. 16, 
152, Hoe-st., Walthamstow, E.17, bldrs., bldrs,’ mchts., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: J. G. Faulkner, 10, 
Henry-rd., E. Ham, E.6. 

Edward Moss and Son, Ltd. (492814.) Regd. 
Mar. 16, 55, Rumford-st., Manchester, 13, joiners, bidrs., 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: E. §. 
Moss and Hilda M. Moss, 23, Ladybridge-rd., Cheadle 
Hulme, Ches. 

George Dance, Ltd. (492821.) Regd. Mar. 16, 
235, Blackfriars-rd., S.E.1, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£10,000. Dirs.: G. I. Dance and Mrs. G. M. Dance, 
Wickham-hse., Lawrie, Park-ave., S.E.26. 

Green and Pitcher, Ltd. (492827.) Regd. Mar. 16, 
32, Bosbury-rd., Catford, S.E.6, bldrs. and contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. S. Green, 32, 
Bosbury-rd., S.E.6. 

M. J. Joyce, Ltd. (493006.) Regd. Mar. 20, St. John’s- 
rd., Bedminster, Bristol, 3, bldrs. and contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: M. J. Joyce and Beatrice 
M. E. Joyce, 55, Maytree-ave., Headley Park, Bristol, 3. 

Rose Owen and Moore, Ltd. (493015.) Regd. Mar. 20, 
77, Old Church-rd., Chingford, E.4, bldrs. and contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: J. A. Rose, 19, Fred- 
erica-rd., Chingford, E.4. 

Graham and Lawson, Ltd. (492895.) Regd. Mar. 17, 
James-st., Workington, Cumberland, bldrs., plasterers 
and bldg. contractors. Nom. cap.: £25,000. Dir: 
J. Lawson, Glenesk, Vulcans-la., Workington. 

W. Frogley and Son, Ltd. (492935.) Regd. Mar. 17, 
3, Black Lion-la., Hammersmith, W.6, bidcs., contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: W. Frogley, 772, 
Great West-rd., Osterley, Middx. 

C. F. Godwin ani Son, Ltd. (493043.) Regd. Mar. 
21, Britannia Works, Crayford-rd., Erith, Kent, bidss., 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: C. F. 
Godwin and Mrs. I. M. Godwin. 

M. B. Construction Co., Ltd. (493072.) Regd. 
Mar. 21, 35, Beaconsfield-rd., Blackheath, S.E.3, bldrs, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: Margaret Battersby, |, 
Retreat-rd., Richmond, Surrey. 

Prospern, Ltd. (493077.) Regd. Mar. 21, bldrs, 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Sub.: H. A 
Southwell (clk.), 7, Arundel-st., W.C.2. 

Williams and Williams (Caernarvon), Ltd, (49309) 
Regd. Mar. 21, Llys Meirion, St. Davids-rd., Caernarvot, 
N. Wales, bldrs., genl. contractors, etc. Nom. cap. 
£10,000. Dir.: W. J. Williams, Arwel, Abersoch, 
Caernarvonshire. 

A. A. Shute, Ltd. (493099.) Regd. Mar. 22, 12, 
Allerton-st., Grange, Cardiff, bldrs., contractors, et 
Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dirs.: A. A. Shute and Mrs. V. 0. 
Shute, Mathern-hse., Mathern, nr. Chepstow. 

Key (Upminster), Ltd. (493137.) Regd. Mar. 2, 
bldg. contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Sub.: 
T. G. Key, Bonacre, Middleton-rd., Shenfield, Essex. 

Yorke, Soms and Curtiss, Ltd. (493353.) Rest. 
Mar. 28, Bank-chmbrs., 329, High Holborn, W.C.l, 


genl. contractors, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: C. J. Harman, Priests-hse., Leigh, nr. Reigalé 
Surrey. e 
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COURSES IN SPRAY PAINTING 
L.C.C. School of Building Arrangements 


ELEMENTARY and intermediate evening 
courses in spray painting, each of 12 weeks’ 
duration, requiring an attendance of two 
evenings a week, have been arranged by the 
L.C.C. Brixton School of Building, Ferndale- 
road, S.W.4, to begin on September 24 next. 
One evening in each week is to be devoted 
to practical work, including the application 
of various types of finishes and the working 
principles and maintenance of spray painting 
equipment, and the second evening to the 
principles of decoration with special 
reference to the technique of spray painting. 


The courses are intended for craftsmen 
with good technical training and adequate 
industrial experience who wish to broaden 
their knowledge and skill in this branch of 
the trade. Sound craftsmanship and good 
design are the basis of instruction, and the 
aim is to provide the student with the facili- 
ties for producing work of the highest 
quality. 

At the conclusion of each course, an 
examination will be held, and successful can- 
didates will be given a statement of satis- 
factory completion of the course. Intending 
students should apply to the secretary at the 
school for an enrolment card, or they may 
enrol at the school any evening during the 
week commencing September 17 next, 
between 6 and 8 p.m. 


CORROSION OF BURIED PIPES 
“ Perfect ” Protection Obtained 


RESULTS of corrosion tests on specimen 
sets of pipes buried in 1944 are given in the 
annual report of the British Iron and Steel 
Research Association for 1950. It was 
found that in the case of bare ferrous metals 
the degree of aggressiveness of different 
soils was of much greater importance than 
differences in the materials, and the differ- 
ences in intrinsic resistance to ¢orrosion of 
ordinary cast irons and steels, as used for 
commercial pipes, were overshadowed by 
differences in the wall thicknesses of the 
pipes. The protection of steel by heavy 
bituminous coatings and of cast iron by 
vitreous enamel proved to be “ perfect.” 
Various other coatings did not give such 
satisfactory performances. 


Fundamental investigations into corrosion 
have been continued at Cambridge 
University. Surfaces coated with cementi- 
ferous paints are being tested under atmo- 
Spheric and immersed conditions. Results 
have shown that while the chloride type of 
paint gives good results when immersed in 
fresh or sea water, it gives relatively poor 
results under atmospheric conditions. The 
new phosphate type is being tested to 
ascertain whether it will perform better 
under all three conditions. 


_ An investigation has been commenced 
into the reasons for the superior corrosion 
Tesistance of wrought iron compared with 
mild steel. 


Books for the Technician 

Islington Public Libraries have issued 
Information Leaflet No. 5, Books for the 
Technician, containing lists of recent addi- 
tions to the five libraries in the borough 
of books on architectural drawing, building, 
concrete practice, carpentry and joinery, 
plumbing and sanitary engineering, heating 
and ventilation and other technical subjects. 
A new list of scientific books has also been 
‘published. 
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BOOKS 


ScHOOL CONSTRUCTION 1950. A collection 
of reprints of articles from Education 
Pp. 104. Illustrated. (Councils and 
Education Press, Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. 


THIS PUBLICATION contains a series of sec- 
tions from Education devoted to school con- 
struction during the past year. Included are 
numerous items of interest and comsequently 
one can obtain a comprehensive picture of 
school building today. There is no indica- 
tion for whom this issue was primarily in- 
tended, but it should prove informative to 
local authorities as well as architects and 
builders. Examples range from large secon- 
dary and primary schools to single-unit nur- 
series. The section on school architecture 
at the Royal Academy contains designs for 
proposed new schools. An interesting de- 
scription of the conversion of Newton Park 
House into a training college for the city of 
Bath shows how successfully such a build- 
ing can be adapted for such purposes. Apart 
from numerous differences in design and 
constructional materials, the main point 
brought out is the continued use of the lower 
storeyed and more spacious type of school 
rather than the tall institutional types of the 
past. This is further proof that architects 
are thinking in terms of environment for 
the pupil, which was one of the first essen- 
tials the Minister of Education proposed. 
Whilst one can maintain that this is merely 
a volume compiled of previously published 
material, it is convenient to have such 
material in book-form for reference. 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE. By Professor G. 
Magnel. Second edition. 300 pages. 268 
illustrations. (London: Concrete Publica- 
tions, Ltd.) Price 15s. 


DEVELOPMENTS in prestressed concrete 
have made necessary a new edition of this 
standard book only two years after it first 
appeared. The second edition contains 80 
more pages and 100 more illustrations of 
prestressed concrete structures. New matter 











NOW READY— | 





BUILDINGS AND PUBLIC WORKS 

11th Bdtwti0N (Revised August, 1945) 
9th Impression (December, 1950), including supple- 
ment concerning Post-war Labour Costs, dated 

November, 1948. 

By B. PRICE DAVIES, F.R.I.C.S., F.R.L.B.A., 
F.R.San.I., M.T.P.L, M.I.Mun.E, Four times 
gold medallist for authorship. 
[t is the Standard Work on the subject, and this 
new issue is a Modern Encyclopedia of 
Estimating, compacted within one volume. 
The estimating data have been brought up to date, 
and now include items of special value for Post-war 
Housing. The data are unaffected by market 
fluctuations or locality and provide information 
for ordering materials and compiling Works 
Progress Charts. 

Descriptive leaflet on application. 
Price of the 9th Impression of the 11th Edition 

— 32/6 post free. 

Other books still available by the same Author: 
SPECIFICATION FOR HOUSES 
4th Edition (1945) — 15/- post free. 
THEY MADE A PEOPLE 
(A Novel, 1947) — 12/6 post free. 

You can judge the merits of these books for yourself, 
and if not up to expectations, return in good condition 
within 7 days, and cash will be refunded without any 
deduction. 


Obtainable on these terms from: 
The Building Estimator Publications 
Western Mail & Echo Ltd., 
Cardiff, Great Britain. 
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includes the design and construction of 
multiple-storey framed buiidings, continuous 
beams, and several bridges including a con- 
tinuous-girder bridge of two spans of 207 
ft. with complete calculations. In addition 
to the author’s simple semi-graphical method 
of design, there is an improved method of 
the design of the ends of beams. Theoretical 
matter is supported by numerous - tests, 
including a test to destruction of a bridge 
girder of 155 ft. span, tests on the ends of 
beams, on the fatigue of wire, and on the 
buckling of prestressed concrete rings. The 
section on precast prestressed concrete pro- 
ducts has been much enlarged to include 
detailed descriptions and illustrations of the 
latest methods of manufacture. 


1951 Pric—ED SCHEDULES. Compiled and 
published by Thos. V. Hutchins, 
F.A.B.S.S., 22, Oakley-square, London, 
N.W.1. Price (complete set) in press-stud 
cover, £3 10s. 


ENLARGED by 30 per cent. compared with 
last year, the 1951 edition of this valuable 
work of reference has been brought up to 
date to embody the revised March wage 
rates in the unit prices. Constantly rising 
prices and wages make costing more difficult 
under pressure of inflation, but the aim of 
the compiler has been to provide pricing 
data which, with a minimum of adjustment, 
ensures sound estimating. 


The volume is divided into nine main 
sections, each of which may be purchased 
separately, ranging from bricklayers and 
plumbers to repairs and public works. 
Labour rates and the purchase price of 
materials are shown, rendering unit prices 
capable of adjustment where, as in the case 
of a large contract, purchases can be made 
at a lower rate. 

Certain unit prices remain unaltered in this 
edition compared with last year. This, Mr. 
Hutchins explains, is because he has been 
given evidence of increased skill or speed 
in labour, and/or the advantage of better 
techniques, especially as regards the in- 
creased use of mechanical tools and other 
aids. 

PAINTING AND DecorRATING. By D. W. 
Marshall, A.I.B.D. Illustrated. Published 
by The Illustrated Carpenter and Builder, 
Pioneer House, Wicklow-street, W.C.1. 
Price 3s. 6d. 

Tue efficient applier of papers or paint 
is all too often deficient in the selection of 
colours and textures, while those with a 
“ flair for decoration ” may lack the necessary 
technical knowledge to put their ideas into 
effect. This book seeks to remedy this state 
of affairs by explaining the relationship to 
each other between the vast range of colours 
available to the decorator by reference to 
the fact that they are all based upon blending 
the simple colours of the spectrum in the 
right proportions, while at the other end of 
the scale practical suggestions are made on 
how, for example, the flaking and cracking 
of paints may be avoided. 


Obviously no amount of theoretical know- 
ledge can, by itself, lead to the formulation 
of harmonious designs, but the author gives 
due warning of some of the pitfalls to be 
avoided. Sound advice on house decoration 
includes the suggestion that all schemes of 
domestic decoration should depend, basically, 
upon the use of warm or sunny colours, the 
latter to include yellow-greens, and that large 
masses of semi-neutral colour are best em- 
ployed in the rooms most lived in, while 
brighter colour schemes may perhaps be 
employed in entrance halls, kitchens, etc. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Worcester’s 1,000th Post-War House 


Worcester City Council are to hold a 
ceremony to mark the opening of the 1,000th 
house to be built in Worcester since the war. 
The house itself is one of the 380 “ Wates ” 
non-traditional houses which have been 
erected since 1949 on the Newtown estate by 
Wates, Ltd., of Norbury, London, S.W.16. 


“ George and Vulture ” Saved 


The Court of Common Council have 
approved a recommendation by the Im- 
provements and Town Planning Committee 
refusing to agree to conversion into offices 
of the “George and Vulture” tavern in 
Castle Court, one of the oldest chop-houses 
in the City of London. The Committee 
considered that there was a great shortage 
of restaurants in that part of the City sur- 
rounding the premises, and the loss of its 
facilities would seriously injure the amenities 
of the locality. 


Festival Gardens Strike 

Nearly all work on the Festival Gardens 
and fun fair in Battersea Park stopped 
shortiy before mid-day on Friday (April 20), 
when about 800 men came out on strike. 
The strike spread later, when a further 450 
men stopped work. The strike followed the 
announcement by the Minister of Works the 
previous day that the opening of the gardens 
would be postponed until after Whitsun, 
and the men apparently feared that they 
would not receive the bonus promised to 
them if the gardens opened on time. The 
strike ended on Saturday pending negotia- 
tions on an offer on bonus payments made 
by Festival Gardens, Ltd. 


Education for Management 


Under the auspices of the Anglo-American 
Council on Productivity and the Economic 
Co-operation Administration, the Education 
for Management Team, sponsored by the 
British Institute of Management, sailed for 
America on April 24. The aims of the 
team will be to estimate the volume of effort 
devoted to education in management sub- 
jects in the U.S.A. at all levels; to visit selec- 
ted educational establishments providing 
schemes of education and training for man- 
agement, and to study their methods; to 
attempt to assess the acceptability of such 
education in management subjects to indus- 
try and commerce and its influence on the 
subsequent careers of students; and to report 
upon the methods and success of formal 
training schemes within the industry itself. 


A 75th Anniversary 


To commemorate the founding in 1876 
by Mr. James Holliday and Mr. Benjamin 
Greenwood of the firm of Holliday and 
Greenwood, Ltd., the directors of the com- 
pany, under the chairmanship of Major 
R. J. Holliday, M.C., entertained the present 
members of their staff with their ladies at 
a 75th anniversary dinner and dance at the 
Café Royal, Regent-street, on April 14. A 
synopsis of the many and varied contracts 
and works undertaken during the past 
three-quarters of a century was specially pre- 
pared for the occasion and displayed, and a 
toast to the future prosperity of the business 
was proposed by one of the company’s fore- 
men, Mr. William Norfield, who recalled 
that he had nearly completed 54 years of 
continuous service with the firm without 
losing a day’s work. 


THE BUILDER 


TRADE NEWS 


An Appointment 

Johnson and Phillips, Ltd., Charlton, 
S.E.7, inform us that Mr. A. C. Hartley, 
who was, until recently, the chief engineer 
of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co., Ltd., and who 
is this year’s president of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, has recently been 
appointed to their Board of Directors. 


Protection for Dome of Discovery 

The aluminium roof of the Dome of Dis- 
covery and the “Skylon ” at the South Bank 
Exhibition are to be protected against dis- 
colouration by London’s  smoke-laden 
atmosphere with the newly-developed Tretol 
“Chemiprufe ” transparent lacquer, which 
can be brushed or sprayed on and is dry 
to the touch within an hour of application. 
Details from the manufacturers, Messrs. 
Tretol, Ltd., 12-14, North End-road, Golders 
Green, N.W.11. 


Firm’s Staff Dinner 

About 130 members of the staff of 
Messrs. Rice and Son, Ltd., building and 
civil engineering contractors, attended a 
successful dinner-dance at Caxton Hall, 
Westminster, on April 21, given by the chair- 
man and directors of the firm. The 
chairman, Councillor W. E. Rice, C.B.E., 
Mayor of Westminster, and a past-president 
of the L.M.B.A., presented watches to those 
who had been in the company’s employment 
for over 20 years. Mr. Hudson Vincent, the 
company’s cashier, gave a detailed account 
of the firm’s history since its establishment in 
1854. Branches were opened at Margate in 
1919, Brighton in 1927, and Southampton 
in 1941. He concluded by thanking, on 
behalf of the staff, the chairman and direc- 
tors for sponsoring the new superannuation 
scheme. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Broomhouse.—Plans to be prepared for new 
Lanarkshire Council crematorium, new chapels, new 
general offices and other new buildings which are 
to be erected at The Daldowie area. The architect 
is Mr. William Watt, F.R.I.B.A., County-chbrs, 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 4 

Cambuslang.—Plans to be prepared for recon. 
struction and conversion of the Kirkhill primary 
school, The Croft-rd., for Mr. George Marshall, 15, 
Prospect-ave., Cambuslang. 

Dumfries.—Dean of Guild Court has approved 
plans for erection by T.C. of 60 houses at Summer. 
ville estate. Est, cost, £104,000. 

Dumfries.—Plans for erection of licensed premises 
and dwelling-house for Thomas Usher & Son., Ltd, 
Park Brewery, St. Leonards-st., Edinburgh, have 
been approved by Dean of Guild Court. 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for a primary 
The architect is Mr. Donald 


school at Platthorn. 

Reay, A.R.I.B.A., Torrence House, East Kilbride, 
Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new ware. 

house at Wallace-st. by the architectural staff of 

the Scottish Wholesale Co-operative Society, Ltd., 

119, Paisley-rd., Kinning Park, Glasgow. 


Glasgow. —Plans to be prepared for reinstatement 
and additions at the Shuna-st. premises of Messrs, 
Bryant & May, Ltd. 


Glasgow.—Rothley Garages, Ltd., Hope-st., pro- 
pose to erect new buildings at Annies] and-rd., 
Anniesland. The architects are Messrs. Wilson” 
Hamilton & Wilson, F.R.I.B.A., 153, Oxford-st., 


Glasgow, 

Glasgow.—Corporation to erect a scheme of houses 
at Milton, for which the architect is Mr. Archibald 
J. Jury, F.R.1.B Glasgow 
Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, E. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new ‘classrooms and 
other works at the St. Vincent Catholic school to 


B.A., Housing De partment, 


be erected at Hopeman- st. The architect is Mr. 
John MacNab, F.R.I.B.A., 129, Bath-st., Glasgow, 
W.C.2 

ciliates —Plans in hand for extension and 


Hoover (Electric Motors), Ltd., 
Cambuslang. Plans by the 
Estates, 3, Woodside-cres., 


additions to Messrs. 
at Somerville-st., 
Scottish Industrial 
Woodlands-rd., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Lanarkshire.—Erection of new buildings at 
Stoneyside Farm, for which plans are in the hands 
of Mr. David C. Cuthbertson, Thorntonhall, 
Busby. 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—Plans are in the hands of 
their own engineering staff for large extensions for 
Messrs. R. Y. Pickering, Netherton-rd., Wishaw. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found. in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 
MAY 2. 

*tBasildon Development Corporation.—112 houses, 
Luncies housing area, near Pitsea. Chief A., 
Gifford House, Pitsea. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
June 1. 

*Durham T.C.—24 single-bedroom flats at Church- 
st. scheme. City E. & Architect, Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

MAY 4. 

*tBirmingham City.—14 houses and maisonettes 
and 20 ee on various sites. at 
Manzoni, City E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. : 

*+Penge U.D.C,—38 flats, Trenholme estate. E. 
& S. 


MAY 5. 

Chailey R.D.C.—10 houses on the Cooksbridge 
housing site. Council’s Architect, Lewes House, 
Lewes. Dep. £3 3s 

*Chester City.—Erection of Two-Stream infants’ 
school, Blacon. City E. & 

*tHayes and Harlington U.D.C.—46 houses at 


Bourne Farm estate. E. & S., Town Hall, Hayes, 
Middlesex. 

*tNorthampton C.B.—80 houses, “ Sunnyside,” 
Harborough-rd. Boro’ Architect. Dep. £2 2. 


Tenders by May 28. 


MAY 7, ; 
Mansfield Woodhouse U.D.C.—Four shops a_i 


flats at the Cox’s-la. ‘housing estate. rT. We 
Richardson White, L.R.I.B.A., F.I.A.A., 33, Atbert- 
st., Mansfield. Dep. £2 2s. 

"Stretford T.C.—Concrete flats, etc., to 84 flats, 


Christie-rd. A. H. Perry, B.S. 
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MA f 
*tBedford Boro’.—152 flats, Old Ford End-d. 


estate. C. H. Blakeway, B.E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 
*tEast one C.C.—School, West Blatchington, 
Hove. J. Catchpole (A.), County A., Lewes. 


Tenders by June 8. 

*tEast Sussex C.C.—School, Rye. J. Catchpole 
{A.), County A., Lewes. Tenders by June 8. 

Truro R. D.C.—-Erection of 18 houses on various 
sites. Alfred J. Cornelius, 13, Lemon-st., Truro. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

9. 

*tEsher U.0.C.—16 yo in 7 contracts at 
Claygate. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £1 1s. 
eac) contract. 

*tNorfolk E.C.—Internal alterations, etc., Morley 
Hall residentia] hostel, near Wymondham. G. W. 
Oak (A.), Education Architect, Norwich. Dep. £2. 

*+Wandsworth B.C.—Three- storey block of 12 flats 
at Endlesham-rd., Balham. T.C., Municipal- bidgs. 
B.E. & Architect. 

*tWandsworth B.C.—Six dwellings at Wimbledon 
Park-rd. site. 

MAY 10, 

Wolverton U.D.C.—32 houses and external works 
on the Stacey Hill housing estate. E. & S. Dep. 
£2 2s, 

MAY 11. 

*tBillericay U.D.C.—15 old-aged persons’ 
lows, Langham-cres. site. S. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘Durham C.C.—Pair of police jo Heighing- 
ton, Darlington. G. R. Ciayton (F.), Architect to 
Police Authority, Durham. 

*Esher U.D.G.—22 dwellings at Weston Green 
estate. E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Frome U.D.C.—11 houses at Rossiters-rd. site. 
B. x Parkes, S., 22, Christchurch-st. West. Dep. 


Wheel-la. 


bunga- 


£3 
Lichfield C.C.—Road and sewer works, 
and Curborough-rd. E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. f 
Lichfiela C.C.— Erection of 52 flats and nine 
houses, Wheel-la., —y three houses, Curborough-rd. 
. & 8. Dep. £3 3s 
MA 
*tBromley Boro’.—18 flats, * ongfield, London-rd. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
Church U.D.C.—Eight bungalows on the Lancas- 

ter-ave. Site. §S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Clitheroe T.C.—Five houses and seven bungalows, 
Low Mobr No. 1 site. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Godalming T.C.—Stores building at Borough-rd. 
pumping station. Water E., Branksome, Filmer-gr. 
Dep, £3 3s. 

Manchester C.C. ea to fire station, Moss 
Side. City A. Dep. 

*$t. Austell U.D.C, be So pairs of bungalows at 
7 “amma E. & S., Municipal Offices. Dep. 


2s. 
MAY 15. 
*Brighton C.B.—9 houses, Hereford-st. B.E. & S 
£2 2s 


*tWimbledon T.C.—Three 3-storey blocks of 18 
flats and 12 houses at West Side estate. B.E., 
Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 

Wortley R.D.C.—Four shops and four flats at 
Grenoside. Husband & Co.. 388, Glossop-rd., Shef- 
field, 10. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 16. 
Halstead U.D.C.—Erection of 14 houses and eight 
flats on two sites. A. Dep. £3 3s. 
Norfolk C.C.—Erection of six police houses on 


various sites. County A. : 
Staffordshire €.C.—Reconstruction of Gailey 
Canal Bridge. C., County-bldgs., Stafford. Dep. 
5 68. 


MAY 17. 
‘Stafford R.D.C,—10 houses, Lea Heath. R. 
Burdge, Clerk, Dep. £3 3s. 

MAY 1 
‘Sawbridgeworth UD.G.—Six ian of houses. 
H. G. Campion, Clerk. Dep. £2 


MAY 
‘Bridgwater Boro’.—l0 houses, Sydenham estate. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Leeds City.—Houses and flats on various sites 
in 10 contracts. R. A. Livett (A.), City Archi- 
tect. Dep. £1 1s. each contract. 

‘St. Helens C.B.—26 bungalows, East Lancashire- 
td. estate. M. Ward, B.E. 

*South Cambridgeshire R.D.C.—18 houses, Mel- 
dourn estate. Architect, County Hall, Cambridge. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 22, 


Elstree R.D.C.—Erection of maintenance depot and 
stores and 17 garages at Hartforde-rd., Boreham 
Wood, Hertfordshire. E. & S., Shenley-rd., Boreham 
Wood, Herts. Dep. £2 2s. 

Stretford B.C.—Reconstruction and extension of 
central library, King-st. Howard & Benson, 

LLB.A. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 24. 
Isle of Man.—Erection of 14 houses, Ballaugh. 
Board’s A., Murray House, Douglas. Dep. £ 2s. 


MAY 25. 
Chelmsford T.C.—Erection of 29 flats and eight 
shops, Byron-rd. B.E, & S. Dep. £3 3s 
_ ‘Sevenoaks R.D.C.—42 houses, Dynes-rd., Kems- 
ing. E. & S. Dep, £2 a 


MA 
Sutton-in-Ashfield U.D. é. .—Trection of 42 houses, 
Mansfield-rd. C. Dep. £2 2s. 


‘ NO pact 
nw oy R.D.C.—14 houses, Shelley estate. E. &S 


£2 2s. 


THE BUILDER 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
APRIL 30, 
*tNewcastle-upon-Tyne T.C. —(1) Interior painting 
to City Hall; (2) provision of sinks, water services 
and drai nage, etc., to shops at Grainger Market 
and Arcade. City Estate & Property S., Town Hall. 


MAY 21, 
*Wallasey C.B.—External painting of Vaughan-rd. 


school, Somerville school and Riverside school. 
Boro’ Architect. 

MAY 21. Dae 
*Aireborough U.D.C.—External painting of 


2 
aluminium bungalows at Nunroyd. S., Micklefield 
House, Rawdon. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 22. 

*Dartford Hospital Management Committze.— 
External and internal painting of five hospitals. 
Secretary, The Bow Arrow Hospital, Dartford. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

MAY 28. 

*Liverpool Corporation Water Works.—Painting, 

= and papering at various premises. Water 
, 55, Dale-st. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 

AY 5. 

Devizes R.D.C.—Construction of 15,000 gallon 

capacity reservoir, Erlestoke. €. Dep. £3 3s. 

MAY 8. 

Yiewsley and West Drayton U.D.C.—Site works 

on the Philpots Farm estate. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 16. 


Chichester R.D.C.—Road improvement works, 
Southbourne, Yapton and West Wittering. E. & §S 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Chichester R.D.C.—Road improvement works, 
Selsey, Walberton and West Wittering, E. & S 
Dep. £2 2s. 

17. 
Ashbourne R.D.C.—Hulland Ward sewerage and 


sewage disposal. Sir Herbert Humphries and Mac- 
Donald, consultant engineers, Navigation-chbrs., 90, 
Navigation-st., Birmingham, 5. Dep. £3. 
MAY 19. 
Barry 8B.C.—Construction of 4,000,000 gallons 
capacity reservoir. C. Dep. £5 5s. 


MAY 21. 
Shefheld C.C.—Road and sewer works, Tinsley. E. 
& S. Dep. £5 5s. 
MAY 23, 
*Carmarthen R. D.C.—Sewers, pumping station 
and sewerage disposal work at Whitland. G. G. 


Thomas, E. & S. Dep. £5 5s. 
Sherborna R.D.C.—Bishop Caundle sewage 
Scheme. Aubrey J. Allen, F.R.1.C.S., consultant 


engineer, 
£3 3s. 


, Half Moon-st., Sherborne, Dorset. Dep. 
MAY 28, 
Tutbury R.D.C.—Rolleston sewerage and sewage 
yo Willcox, Raikes & Marshall, engineers, 
, Great Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £5 5s. 











There’s a 


KING DOOR SET 
for every need! 


iw YOU’RE THINKING of sliding doors, 
whether it’s a big factory installation or 

a small domestic one, there’s a KING door 

set just made for the job. The same sound 

engineering is built into every set of KING 

door gear, large or small. Every set gives 

the same smooth-running, long-lasting 

service. 

TO ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS 

We welcome your enquiries, and our 

technical staff is always at your service. 

Please write for illustrated booklets. 

TO BUILDERS’ HARDWARE MERCHANTS 

Please write for illustrated booklets arid 

details of the comprehensive range of 

KING door gear, trade terms, etc. 





SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


GEO. W. KING LIMITED, 202 WORKS 
HITCHIN, HERTS. PHONE: HITCHIN 960 
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MAY 30, 

Chailey R.D.C.—Construction of concrete reser 
voir, Offham. Howard Humphreys & Sons, Victoria 
Station House, 191, Victoria-st., London, S.W.1. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 4, 

Salisbury and Wilton R,D.C.—Farley and East 
Grimstead Water Supply. Lemon & Blizard, con- 
ym engineers, Castle-la., Southampton. Dep. 

a) 

GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 
Baker Street.—Orrices.—Town planning approval 


has been given to a 9-storey block of shops and offices, 
37-67, ‘Baker-st., W.1. Architects, T. P. Bennett & 
Son, PP/A.R.1. B.A., 43, Bloomsbury- -8q., W.C.1. 

Barking. EXTENSION —Invicta Foil & Cheswright 
& Nicholls, Ltd. are to extend their factory, Alfreds- 
way. Architect, F. R. _ M.L-C.E., Dacre 
House, Dean Farrar- st., SW. 

Battersea.—Orrices «ND W a have 
approved plans by Dynley, Luker & Moore, 1, 
Lincolns Inn Fields, W.C.2, for erection of build- 
ings incorporating warehouses, offices and staff- 
rooms at No. 88, ‘Nine Elms-la., for T. & a 
Farmiloe, Ltd. 

Brixton.— REINSTATEMENT.—Works, etc., are to be 
carried out at Eighth Church of Christ Scientist, 


18-20, Acre-la., S.W. Est. cost, £10,000. Architect, 
Oswald P. Milne, F.R.I.B.A., 103, South End-rd., 
Hampstead, N.W.3. 

Camberwell. — Fiats. — Camberwell (Housing 


Society, Ltd., Staffordshire-st., S.E.5, propose 52 old 
people’s dw ellings on Nigel site, Peckham Rye, S.E. 
Plans by _H. Moncrieff, A. R.TB.A., and J. W. 
Nicolls, F.R.1.C.S., of Co- -operative Planning, Ltd., 
73b, South Side, Clapham Common, S.W.4. Quan- 
tity surveyors, A. Boxall & Partners, 2, Queen Anne’s 
Gate, 8.W.1. 

Croydon.—Extension.—B.C. has approved plans 
by Stanley Peach & Partners, F.R.LB.A., 28, 
Eccleston-sq., S.W.1, for extension to factory, etc., 
361, Whitehorse-rd., for John Jaques & Son, Ltd. 

Edmonton.—FLats.— B.C. prepese to erect 12 flats 
at Charlton-rd. Est. cost, £16,000 

Enfield. — New Premises. — , Wholesale 
Society, Ltd. propose new premises, showrooms, 
messrooms, etc., 113-119, iLancaster-rd. Plans by 
~~ W. J. Reed, F.R.1.B.A., 99, Leman- 
st., E.1. 

Essex.—Scnoo..—Architects for erection of Rom- 
ford Harrowfield Coty. Sec. Sch. for Ed. Com. are 
Richard Sheppard & Partners, F/AA.R.A.B.A., 15, 
Bedford-pl., W.C.1. 

Hammersmith._New Scnoo. Winc.—L.C.C. Ed. 
Com. have approved plans for erection of new wing 
at Wendell Park Coty. prim. sch. Architects, Hugh 
Minty & Partners, FF.R.I.B.A., Chantry House, 
Buckingham Palace-rd., S.W.1 

Hampstead.— Fats. —B.C. propose 25 flats, Lawn- 
rd. Est. cost, £40,165. Plans by Boro’. A.’s Dept. 

Holborn.—W arenouse.—Falk, Stadelmann & Co., 
Ltd., 91, Farringdon-rd., E.C.1, propose to build 
warehouse, 60-66, Saffron Hill, E.C.1. Architects, 
ro Bedells & Crompton, 36, Lambs Conduit-st., 

i.C.1 


Islington.—A pPpoINTMENT.—Messrs. BE. C. P. Monson, 
F/AiR.1JB.A., 120, Moorgate, E.C.2, have been 
appointed architects, by B.C., for erection of 
Children’s Library, Pembroke-st. ert site. 
Quantity surveyor, O. E. Parratt, F.R.ICS. 

Lewisham.—Erection oF ScuooL.--L.C.C. Ed. Com. 
have approved plans for erection of Eliot-pl. Coty. 


prim.-sch. Plans by Coty. A.’s Dept., County Hall. 
e Montague Place.—CoNVERSION. —Conversion for 
residential purposes is proposed at No. 12, 


(Montague-pl. Architect, R. Seifert, F.R.I.B.A., 28, 
Great Ormond-st., W.C.1 

St. Marylebone.—Fiats.—Application has _ been 
made for sanction to — into flats 65, Upper 
Berkeley-st., W.1. Surveyor, J. Rabin, $11, High-rd., 
Goodmayes, Essex. 

St. Marylebone.—F.ats.—Town planning approval 
has been given for conversion into - and maison- 
ettes of 61, Great_Cumberland-pl., W.1._ Architect, 
A. Roy Clare, L.R.1.B.A., 1, Tigh-st. Pinner Mid- 
dlesex. 

St. Paul’s Cray.—Suorpinc Centre.—Provision of 
nine shops, six flats and ten maisonettes, Chipper- 
field-rd., has been approved by L.C.C._ Plans by 
The Housing A., under direction of Director of 
Housing and “Valuer. 

pper Edmonton.—Appitions.—Additions to fac- 
tory at Pretoria-rd., N.18, is proposed by C. G. Page, 
Ltd. Architects, i. Seymour, Couchman & Sons, 
§20, High-rd., N.1 

Westminster. — og — Nat. Farmers’ 
Union has acquired war damaged property, 29-31, 
Knightsbridge, S.W.1, as site for new headquarters, 


offices, etc. Architects, mea Ward & Partners, 
BS, St. George’s-dr., S.W. 
(PROVINCIAL) 


Alston.—Graham & Roy, architects, Paternoster- 
row, Carlisle, are to prepare plans for further 16 
houses, First site, for R.D.C 

Aylesbury.— B.C. approved “plans by Cty A., for 
proposed infant, junior and sec. mod, sch., at 
Weedon-Haydon- rd. area. 

Aylesbury. —B.C. propose to erect 32 flats at junc- 
tion of Prebendal- Tod Churchill-aves. 

Banbury.—Application has been made by R.D.C. 
to M.L.G. & P. for permission to borrow £15,875 
for purchase and adaptation of Bodicote House as 
council offices. 
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Bebington.—B.C. approved proposal for new town 
hall at Lower Bebington village, opposite Heath- 
rd. junction (competition to be. organised). 

Belfast.—£30,000 gift has been presented by 
Robert Dunlop, to Moderator of the Presbyterian 
General Assembly for new church, Upper Antrim-rd. 

Birmingham.—E. C. propose extensions to Silver- 
mere Sec. Mod. Sch. Consultant engineer, S. Willis, 
41, Water-st. 

_ Blackburn.—E.C. 
tion of Kelsa’l-ay. 
stone. 

Blackpool.—B.C. to negotiate with R. 
Son, Stanhope-rd., for 17 Inver-rd, 

Blackpool. — E.C. received immediate 
date for Arnold High Sch. for Girls 

Bolton.—T.C. approved plans for:—Extensions, 
Park-st. Tannery, for Wm. Walker & Sons, Ltd. 
-Extensions to works, Mule-st., for Harry Peers & 
Co., Ltd.—Extensions, Spring afield Works. for Wol- 
stenho!me Bronze Powders, Ltd. Architects, Brad- 
shaw Gass & Hop, Bolton.—R.C. Diocese of Salford 
propose additions to St. Osmunds Sch., Blenheim-rd., 

Bootle.—B.C. approved plans for new’ labour 
exchange, Strand-rd., for M.O.W. 

Burnizy.—B.C. approved layout for 472 dwellings 
and 10 shops, with accommodation over, at Far 
Brunshaw estate. 

Canterbury.—Extension of showrooms, etc., 32-33, 

High-st., for Baldwin & Son (Canterbury), Ltd. 
Architect, H. Campbell ‘Ashendon, F.R.I.B.A., 23, 
Watling-st. 
_ Chelmsford.—A new R.C. 
in Melbourne-av., for Rev. 
The Presbytery, London- rd. Architects are O’Neill 
& Fordham, 65, Springfield-rd., Chelmsford. 

Clitheroe,—T.C. propose 44 flats, Low Moor, 

Corby.—U.D.C. propose 15 shops with maison- 
ettes and garages, Welland Vale-rd. 

Coventry.—E.C. to include following in 
programme:—Central College of Arts and 
nology (2nd instalment), (£180,000) 
lege (2nd instalment) (£150.000). 

Coventry.—T.C. propose 150-200 houses for miners 
in immediate future and 500-600 within five years. 
Donald E. E. Gibson. City A. ; 


seek loan of £11,513 for erec- 
Nursery Sch. B.E., W. Pick- 


‘ Fielding & 
nouses, 
starting 


church is to be erected 
Canon M. J. Wilson, 


1952/3 
sand Tech- 
; Training Col- 


Cumberland.—Draft scheme for county colleges 
at Seascale, Whitehaven, Workington, Maryport, 
Cockermouth, Wigton, Penrith, —_ and 


Brampton is being submitted to M.E. by C.C. 
Deal.—Plans have been approved for atiticns to 


Deal Grammar Sec. Sch., costing — Archi- 
— C. J. F. Martindale, F.R.I.B.A., 27, Victoria- 
rd. 

Destine —G.P.0. propose new telephone ex- 
change, 


~ ng og ag to prepare quantities for Ross- 


ington Hal! Sc 


Dudley.—B.C. received approval f 18 ses 
Dudley W ood site. 7 7 — 
Dudley.—T.C. approved extensions to factory 
Flood-st., for Oakfield Products, Ltd. mee 


Eastbourne. ve tried quarters, 
Sussex T. a. A.F.A. Architects, 
& Partners, Prince Albert-st., 
: Eccles. B,C approved 
Estates (Swinton), Ltd., 1, g oe ee Swinton, 
to erect 30 houses, Ellesmere Park estate. 

Ellesmere Port.—U.D.C. approved revised plans 
for new public hall, at £100.000. Architects, Gor- 


Astaire-ave.. for 
Clayton & Black 
Brighton 1. 

proposal of Central 


a Kelly & Shelton, St. Helens (commence this 
year). 
Essex.—H. V. Lobb & Partners, F/A.R.I.B.A.. 


20, Gower-st., W.C.1, are architects to Ed. Com. for 
Ockendon Lennard Cty. See. Sch. 

Essex.—Ed. Com. propose erecting new sec. sch., 
Loughton, and new junior sch., Witham Cressing- 


rd. Plans by Cty. A.’s Dept. (H. Conolly, 
F.R.I.B.A.). Cty. Hall, Chelmsford. 
Exeter.—Large four-storey biock of showrooms 


and offices, City Centre, Site No. 12, for Ravenself 
Properties, Ltd. Plans by Lionel H. Fewster & 
Partners, 22, Conduit-st., W.1. and bills of quanti- 
oy by Cyril Sweett, F.R.LCS 48, Bedford-row, 


Farnworth. —B.C. propose additional _ slipper 
baths ; approved plans for completion of workshops, 
Bloomfield-rd.. for Robert Cooke, Ltd.—Alterations 
to office b'ock, Campbell-st., for Bolton Textile Mill 
Co., Ltd. 

Folkestone.—Plans have been prepared for pro- 
posed Christ Church Voluntary jnr. mixed and inf. 
sch., costing about £44.000. Architects, Willan & 
Stewart, 127, Sandgate-rd. 

Fremlington (Devon).—Work to start soon on ex- 
tensive river works, jetty, pumping and screen 
houses, ete.. for new East Yelland Generating 
Station, for B/E.A. (South-Western Div.). Consult- 
ing engineers, Preece, Cardew & Rider, 8. Queen 
Anne’s-gate, S.W.1, and Sir Alexander Gibb & 
Partners, Queen Anne’s Lodge, Broadway, S.W.1. 

Gateshead.—C. S. Errington, 46, Grainger- Sst., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, is architect for new offices and 
garage, Hawls-rd., for E. N. Mackley & Co., engi- 
neers, and factory alterations. Earlsway. Team 
Valley estate. for Heaton Foundry Co., Ltd. 

Gosforth.—U.D.C. approved plans for further 12 


houses, Rectory-gr. Surveyor, C. Wyld. 
Gravesend.—New inf. sch., estimated to cost 
£56,940, is to be erected at Westcourt, for E.C. 


Plans by Pite, Son & Fairweather, 6, Queen Anne’s- 
gate, S.W.1, and quantities by D. R. Noland & 
Co., BH, Jonn- st.. W.C.1 

Higham Ferrers. “ie. propose erection of 32 
houses on site adjacent to George-st. and Newman- 
st. 
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Houghton-le-Spring.—Fennell & Co., Bridge End- 
chbrs., Chester-le-Street, are architects for proposed 
alterations to omnibus depot buildings, Philadel- 


phia, for Sunderland District Omnibus Co., Ltd.— 
Plans have been approved for additional class- 
rooms at Hall-la. Mod. Sch., for Durham CC. 


(plans by Cty. A., Court-la., Durham), 
Hove.—Reinstatement and conversion into old 
people’s home of 35, Montgomery-st., is proposed. 
Architects are G. W. Warr & King, 137, Albion-st., 
Southwick, Sussex. 
Hull.—Reconstruction 
Wharf, for Blundell, Spence Co.. 
consultant engineer, _— B. 
16, Gloucester-pl., W.1 
Hull.—Wincolmlee Foundry, Lid., Baston House, 
Beverley-rd., acquiring site, Indus tria) Area No. 5, 
for new premises. Scheme in early stage. 
Kettering.—Modernisation of laundry at 
Hospital, for Reg. Hospital Brd. Are hitects, 
Saunders & Surridge, High-st., Kettering. 
Leeds.—Plans have been prepared for 10-storey 
block of shops and offices on vacant island site at 
The Headrow, with underground car-park for 100 
ears. Architect is Major Arthur S. Ash, F.R.1I.B.A., 


of wharf, etce., Greenland 
Ltd. Plans by 
Brown, M.L.C.E., 


Gen. 
Gotch, 


66, Great Cumberland-pl., W.1. 

Leeds.—E.C. received M.O.E. approval to sketch 
plans for Seacroft C.P. School. R. A. H. Livett, 
City 


Leigh.—Lancs C.C. considering ge ion of police 
div. H.Q., Chapel-st. G. Noel Hill y. A. 

Liverpool.—T.C. approved expendit ure of £10,000 
for first instalment of community centre, Speke 
estate. Dr. R, Bradbury, City A. 

Manchester.—Kendal Milne (Harrods), Ltd., pro- 
pose new store premises, King-st. Architect, J. W. 
Beaumont & Sons, Danlee- bldgs., Spring-gdns. 

Mansfield.—New female pavilion at Ransom 
Sanatorium, fo. Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. Archi- 
tects Bromley & Cartwright, 6, Clarendon-st., 
Nottingham. 

Menai Bridge.—U.D.C. to erect 26 houses, eight 
flats, two shops and six garages at Menai Bridge, 
to cost £50,986 

Middlesbrough.—T. Crawford, 80, Borough-rd., 
Middlesbrough, is architect for proposed Brambles 
and Thorntree R.C. prim. sch. 

Morecambe,— B.C. seek M.O.H. approval for ~f 
penditure of £15,794 on additions at Acre Moss-! 
cleansing depot. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Council of King’s 
are to provide electrical engineering lab., 
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rd.. and plans have been prepared by the college 
authorities.—T. Clements & Son, builders, Sel lborme- 
gdns., esmas. Newcastle, are to extend offices 
and workshops.—Revised plans by J. M. Angus, 
a. Lovaine-pl., Newcastle, for factory, Brinkburn- 
for W. Dix & Co., have been approved. 

" Newoastie-upon-Tyne,—Revis sed plans have 
prepared for E.C. by City A. for converting ‘ 
lands” into a teachers’ training 
£10,000.) : 

Newport (Mon).—Welsh Reg. Hospital Brd. to 
erect an sig dept. at Royal Gwent Hospital, 
Architects, R. Bates & Son, Bridge-st. 

North Shields. The British Thomson-Houston 
Co., Ltd., of Rugby, have taken over a large 
Ministry of Supply depot at West .Chirton, w hich 
they propose to convert into a factory for aero 
accessories. : 

Norwich.—East Anglian Reg. Hospital Brd., 117, 
Chesterton-rd., Cambridge, have appointed f, 
Boardman & Son, Queen-st., as architects for war 
damage and other repairs at Windsor House, 
Norfolk, Norwich Hospital and Jenny Lind 
Hospital. 

Oldham.—B.C. propose 500 houses, Alt estate. 

Portishead (Somerset). —Work is to start soon on 
the first stage of the large electricity generating 
station, for SSE. A. (South-Western Div.), Bristol}, 
Consultant civil engineers are sir Will iam Halcrow 
& Partners, Alliance House, Caxton S.W.1. 

Preston.—R.D.C. approved five-year- plan for 684 
houses at Penwortham and W: alton-le-Dale. 

Reading.—T.C. has appointed A. I. Cripps, 
A.R.I.B.A., 18, Caversham-rd., as architect for 
adaptations, Sandford Manor, Woodley, for hostel, 
ete. 

Rhondda,—Approval has been granted by R.D.C, 
for College for Further Education, adjoining Tech- 
nical Institute at Llwynypia. 

Rotherham.—B.C. approved plans for extensions 
to factory, Fitzwill iam, for Kenyon, Son & Craven, 
Ltd.—Rebuilding of ‘Station Inn,” Princes-st., 
for Whitworth. Son & Nephew, Ltd.—B.E. prepar. 
ing amended p‘ans for adaptation of ‘‘ Southlands ” 
as an aged persons’ home. 

Runcorn.—k.D.C. approved layout for 
site, Appleton. : 

Salford.—Executors of Frederick propose 
rebuilding factory, warehouse and offices, Booth- 
st. and Clowes-st.—Claremont Engraving Co. pro 
pose new offices and workshop, 20, Chure i st.—T.C. 
approved layout plans for 108 flats, L:verpool-st. 
and Hodge-!a.—Housing Association to erect % 
maisonettes and flats to complete Salford Brow 
site. 

Seisdon.—R.D.C. propose 10 houses and four 
bungalows, White Hill, Kinver. 

Smethwick.—T.C. approved plans for :-—Exten- 
sions to factory, Oldbury-rd., for Sheet _ Metal 
Works and Construction: il Engineer ing Co., Ltd. 

Southampton.—W i liam Cooper & Co., Ltd., The 
Brewery, propose to rebuild war-damaged Scullards 
Hotel, “Above Bar-st. Architects, Bernard H. Dale 
& Partners, 41, The Avenue. : 

Southend-on-Sea.— Alterations to premises, Tun- 
bridge-rd., proposed by Express Laundry (South- 
end), Ltd, Architect,.O. H. Cockrill, 35, Weston- 
chbrs., Weston-rd. : 

Stanley.—U.D.C. granted permission by M.LG. 
& P. to borrow £14,914 for 10 houses, South Moor. 

Stockport.—B.C. approved plans for :—Alterations 
to crematorium, Buxton-rd., for Stockport Boro’ 
Cemetery Co.—Licensed hotel, Brinnington-rd., for 
F. Robinson, Ltd.—8 flats, Claremont-rd., Great 
Moor, for J. Cresswell.—Extensions to engineering 
workshop, Heaviley Motor Park, Buxton-rd., for 


been 
* Moor- 
co:lege. (Cost 








Pepper-st. 


Wilks 





J. D. Hughes (Stockport), Ltd.—Reconstruction of 
warehouse, Hollands Mill, for Hollands, Lid.—v74 
houses, Ashtord-rd. and Hartford-ave., for 6G. 
Preece, Ltd.—Extensions to_ works, Broadstone 


Ha'l-rd. South, for Hyde and District Co-op. Laun- 


dries Association.—B.C. to erect 4-storey flats in 
am of 10-storey at Covert Garden. Architects, 
H. Fairhurst & Son, 55, Brown- st., Manchester. 


av Authorities propose new sch., Bridge Hall 
estate.—4E.C. sapere plans for first “instalment of 
Offerton Girls’ th. 


hen fle rus propose community centre, 
Norton estate. 
Sunderland.—Norman Jones & Rigby, Lord-t. 


Southport, are architects for proposed extensions to 
stores, High-st., for Marks & Spencer, Ltd.—T.C. 
has received sanction “a borrow £170,124 for Penny- 


well Jnr. and In. & T. R. Milburn, 1, 
Fawcett-st., Sunderland, “have prepared plans for 
assembly hall at St. ‘Anthony’s Grammar Sch. 


Thornhill-ter.—T.C. to build 14 old people’s bunga- 
lows and community centre at Hill View. 

Swansea.—Extension of premises for Severt 

Valley Dairy Co., Ltd., David-st., Manselton. Plans 
by C. G. Vaughan, : St. James’s-gdns. 

Swansea.—B.C. to convert West “Cross House into 
home for aged. Plans by Gratrix & Llewellyn, 10, 
Northampton-pl. 

Tunbridge Wells.—A new Crown Office puilding is 
to be erected in Bradford-st., at £50,000. Plans by 
BE. H. Banks, F.R.LB.A., Architects’ Dept., M.0.W., 
Abel House, John Islip st., S.W.1. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. propose erection of new council 
offices. Surveyor, E. L. Leeming. 

Urmston.—P.C. Council of St. Marys, Davyhulme, 
propose new vestry, ete., to church. Architects, 
Leach, Rhodes & Walker, 90, Deansgate, Man- 
chester. 2 

Wallasey.—B.C. approved layout for houses, Kes 
trel Way. 
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Warrington.—B.C. propose erection of shops, Dal- 
lam Farm estate. 

Watford.—Bedford Products & Light Engineering 
(o., Ltd., Otterpool Way, Watford By-pass, pro- 
pose new factory. Architects, David Wilkie & 
partners, 45, Chancery-la., W.C.2. 

‘Weaverham (Ches).—Greenall Whitley Co., Ltd., 


Warrington, propose erection of new hotel, North: 
vich-rd. ‘ 
West Houghton.—U.D.C. approved pans for:— 


Weaving shed, cutting and making-up rooms and 
ettces, James-st., for Fourgates Manufacturing 
Ltd.—U.D.C. to invite tenders for further 24 
100968. Architect, F. Bradley, 4, Wood-st., Bolton. 
West Riding.—C.C. approved completion of fol- 
jowing schools at Ecclesfield : Monteney Inf. 
£15,000) and Jnr. (£20,000), Mansel Inf. (£15,000). 
Wharfedale.—R.D.C. approved site. plans for 
housing estates at rthington, Askwith, Newall- 
with-Clifton, Norwood, Pool and Timble. 





oe 





Wigan.—T. C. approved plans for:—Alterations at 
“ Bridge dh ter Arms,” Scot-la.. and “Minorca 
Hotel,’ ate, for Magee, Marshall & Co., Ltd., 


ine stallation of bottling plant, O‘dfield 
Brewery, Westwood-rd., for Peter Walker, Ltd. 
Wirksworth. —Middleton Institute propose new 
premi ises near ‘“ Nelsons Arms.” Plans by J. 
Taylor, Surveyor to Wirksworth U.D.C. 

Worcs.—E.C. to invite tenders for first portion of 
Oldbury College of Further Education (£120,000). 
Architects, Richard Shepherd & Partners, 15/16, 
Bedford-pl., London, W.C.1. 
Wrexham.—TI.C. to erect 21 houses 
Barons-rd., and 16 at The Pines. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

«Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Bacup.—Erection of Thorn nursery school. for 
E.C.: td. E. Rangeley, Ltd., Rochdale, £17.068. 
Barrow-in-Furness. — Extensions to Risedale 
County Sec. Sch., Ae C.B. J. N. Fiiterolt, 
AM Inst.C.E., B.E. & *Building Manager, Salt- 
house-rd., aise te Nae £32,650. 

Bedford.—72 houses at New Mile-rd. estate, for 
B.C.: *William J. Bushby, Ltd., Kimpston, £69,926. 
Bolton.—Six houses at Lever Edge-la., for B.C. : 
*Federick —- & Son, Bolton, £7,288. Erection 
of High Lawn c.p. school: tBristol “Aeroplane Co. 
(Hous sing), Ltd. 

Bracknell (Berks).—First stage, 72 houses and 19 
garages, of new ‘township, for areas Develop- 
ment Corporation E. A. Ferriby, A.R.I.B.A., chief 
architect, Farley Hall, Binfield, Berks. *Unit WL 
struction Co., td., 34, St. James’s-st., S.W.1 
£112,000. 

Bradford.—28 ‘‘ Unity’ type houses at Elmfield 
estate, for T.C.: *M. Harrison & Go. (Leeds), Ltd., 
Post Hill Quarries, Farnley, Leeds. 

Cambridge.—Fatigue testing laboratory, Research 
Station, Abington, for British Welding Research 
Association. W. S. Atkins & Partners, architects, 
158, Victoria-st., S.W.1. Dolby & Williamson, heat- 
ing and lighting engineers, 147, Victoria-st., S.W.1. 
Building : *C. H. Chaston’ & Co., Ltd., Essex-rd., 
Hoddesdon, Herts; steelwork : *Pairfield Shipbuild: 
ing & Engineering Co., Ltd., Chepstow, Mon. 
Chesterfield—Houses | at Newbold estate, for 
T.C.: *Direct Labour, £14,625 (10); *E. Beresford 
& Son, Ltd., 153, Boythorpe-rd., Chesterfield, £13,941 
(10 
ies Cates three-storey 
Offices, etc., for Stringers, Ltd., 
Goodchild, F.R.I.B.A., 55, West-st.: *Booker & 
Sons, Wallerion, Arundel, Sussex. 

-poiwyn Bay.—16 houses off Albert-rd., for T.C.: 

‘A. Hughes, Ltd., Colwyn Bay, £20,962. : 
‘brawl New Town. —4,000,000 gallon capacity re- 
servoir, Turners Hill, for Weir Wood Water Board. 
Herbert Lapworth & Partners, consulting engi- 
neers, 25, Victoria-st., S.W.1: *Foundation (Plant), 
Itd., 179, High-st., Bromley, Kent, £51,98 

Durham Provision of school clinic at , ag 
le-Sj ring for CC. County Architect, Court-la., 
Durham: *R. Matthews & Co., Villiers-st., Sunder- 
land, #05 306 

Folkestone.—36 flats at Le ggg a Housing 
and T.P. Com.: *R. J. Barwick, £42, 

Glasgow,—100 houses on the neues housing 
scheme, Est. cost, £1,184,078. Mr. Archibald 
J. Jury, F.R.I.B.A., architect, Housing Department, 
Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, E.C.: 
“og qpomtion Housing Group, Blythswood, Gias- 
OW 
Gosforth (Northumberland). Pa terrace houses 
in Hutton-st., for U.D.¢ H. Finlay, 212, 
Back = High-st. Lien (subject to 
aoe approval). 


and flats, 


factory and 
Chapel-st. W. 


Gosforth, 


ool.—Erection of new county school at 
West View, for Durham C.C. County Architect, 
G. R, Clayton, Court-la., Durham: *William Pear- 


zon & Son, Stranten, West Hartlepool. £37,850. 
Islington.—Construction of block ‘“ H,” compris- 
ing 12 maisonettes and seven shops at Pembroke- 


a es aoe for B.C.: *Allen Fairhead & Sons, 


ae houses at Inchmead-cres. and 11 at 
Roxburgh-st.: *Brechin & Co., £31,261. 
Kendal.—Erection of Kirkbarrow ¢.p. school, for 


Cumberland C.C.: 
Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 
oin (Parts of Kesteven).—Erection of Sec. 


*John Laing & Son, Ltd., 
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Hykeham, for C.C. Watkins, 
Heslam-chbrs., 191, Hig 

King, 28, Victotlas -st., 
*Wm. Wright & Son, 


School, North 
Coombes & Partners, 
Lincoln. Quantities by H. C, 

Westminster, §.W.1. Building, 


Lincoln. Electrical, *E ast Midlands ‘E lectricity 
Board, Lincoln. Engineering, *G. Haden & 
Sons, ‘Ltd., Lincoln. 

Liverpool. —Works for T.C.:—110 and 117 dwell- 
ings: *R. J. Barton & Sons, Ltd., Liverpool, 


£171,943 and £177,141; 24 flats: *Nether ton Building 
Co.; 285 dwellings at Speke: *Unit Construction 
Co., Ltd. (in lieu of previously accepted tender). 

London.—First portion of new office and show- 
room building, Whitfield-st. and Kirkham-pl., W.1, 
for A. Hurst & Co., Ltd. Ardin & Robins, archi- 
tects, 6, Suffolk-st., Pall Mall, S.W.1: *A. Cameron, 
Ltd., 235, Queens stown- rd., Battersea, S.W.8. 

London.—Conversion into flats of 73-74, Bolsover- 
st., W.1, for Ecclesiastical Commissioners. Gordon 
Jackson & Partners, are’ hitects, 3, Raymond-blidgs., 
Grays Inn, W.C.1: *R. Mz insell, Ltd., 17, Grant-id., 
Croydon. 

London.—Additional collegiate buildings for Board 
of Governors of National College of Rubber Tech- 
nology (Northern Polytechnic), Holloway-rd., N.7. 
Est. cost, £175,000. Thomas Scott, F.R.1.B.A., archi- 
tect, 2, Verulam-bldgs. , Grays Inn, W.C.1: *Trollope 
& Colls, Ltd., 41-43, Great Queen-st., W.C2. 

L.c.C.—Construction of 108 flats in three-storey 
blocks and 123 houses and flats in two-storey 
blocks and other works at Heath Park extension, 
Becontree, Essex :— 

Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., 








Holborn = ae sv ae .. £345,716 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans ... 328.140 
The Bunting Cons struction Co., Ltd., 

Lambeth _ .. ze : aaa 327,145 
Charles S. Foster & ‘Sons, Loughton... 326,280 
Aflen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd. . Enfield 322,120 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington... ... 321,862 
Herbert Richardson & Sons, Ltd., Erith ... 320,281 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., West- 

minster - ihe des ..- 317,940 
Thos. Bates & Son, utd., Harold Wood ... 316,960 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, aac’ West- 

minster : 315,347 
*S. R. Bryett, “Da igenham 306,195 


Comparable estimate by director of hous sing and 

valuer is £311,740. 
Erection of Bow-rd. 
William Nicholson 


open-air school (Poplar) :— 
& Son (Leeds), Ltd., 


ro lane, E.C.4 es ans at: ... £71,800 
A. Row ley (London), Ltd., Tottenham ... 71,231 
J. rs J. Dean, Ltd., Leyton . = «-- 70,500 
Mansfield & Neil, Ltd., Minories, E.C.3 .... 70,069 
Thomas Tierney & Co., Poplar ; ..- 69,809 
M. Boyd Gibbins, Forest Gate 69,702 
W. J. Cearns, Ltd., Stratford ... 68,271 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Holborn d 67,274 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Crickle wood . 67,104 
Mr. Charles R. Price, Islington 66,977 


The Demolition & Construction Co... ua 


bg rn Pe 66,746 
C. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn ... 66,579 
‘Rowies Bros., Ltd., Tottenham 65,806 


Comparable estimate of architect 


in _ Private 
practice pene for the work is £66,893 











Having Secured 
the Contract- 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 





For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Stee! Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1391 {6 lines} 
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L.C.C.—Repair and adaptation of Michael Hall, 
Leigham Court-rd., Streatham, for use by Clapham 
and Streatham Hill training college: 

F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Broad Street- 


pl., E.C2 a £65,510 
Patman & Fotheringham, Lid., Islington 62,960 
Lavender MeMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park 62,395 
J. & C, Bowyer, Ltd., Croydon 62,340 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 61,664 
James Carmichael (Contractors), Ltd., 
Wandsworth - 61,480 


Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd. 
Herbert Richardson & Sons, 
Grace & Marsh, Ltd., 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., 
C. P. Roberts & Son, Lid., Holborn ... 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Westminster ... 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster ... 
*Truett & Steel, Ltd., Thornton Heath 
The comparab‘e estimate of the architects 
private practice responsible for the work is £59,000. 
L.c.c.—Completion of the extension to Westmin- 
ster technical college: 
Holliday & Greenwood, Ltd., Westminster 





Ltd., Crayfor rd 
Waddon ‘ 
Wandsworth - 


£69,696 


A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westminster 69,480 
Higgs & Hill, Ltd., Lambeth ... 68,774 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 68,403 
Speirs, Ltd., Westminster e - 68,268 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster .. 66,521 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster 66,060 


W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston-upon- 
Thames 64,977 


Leslie & Oo., Uta. ” Kensington 2, 64,000 
ennai & Neil, Ltd., Minories, E.C.3 63,646 

K. Sloggett. Ltd., Kensington hi 62,8356 
Jone Morgan (London), Ltd., Westminster 62.492 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth _ ... 61,577 
*W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham 59,028 


The comparable estimate of the architects in 
private practice responsible for the work is £59,765. 
{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
pl vwced_ by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Admir- 
alty.—Parkeston : Essex, reconditioning of recreation 
ground, E. Doe & Sons (Contracts), Ltd., Fyfield, 
Ongar, Essex. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 





£500 or over for week ended April 14:— 

Installation of internal electric services: James 
Kilpatric & Son, Ltd., Paisley. Installation of hot- 
water and heating services: Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., London, W.6. Building work: Y. J. Lovell & 
Son, ‘Ltd., Gerrards Cross, Bucks; F. R. Hipperson 


& Son, Ltd., 


London, E.C.2; Sir Alfred Me Alpine & 
Son, Ltd., 


Wolverhampton; Woodcock Marshall & 
7.11. 


Co., Ltd., London, 

Painting work: J. & B. Abbott (Cttrs.), Ltd., 
‘Harrow; Clark & Fenn, Ltd., London, S.W.4; A. 
Hayes \& Sons, Ltd., Bristol ; W. A. Fussell, South- 


ampton. Reinstatement 
Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., 


of Timber Towers : J. 
Manchester. General main- 


i ge work : IW. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, 
ilt 

qLondon (M.0O.W.).—Contracts placed by the 
M.O.W. during week ended April 14 :— 


London : Clapham South, sw oosggr ap Adaptations 
for use as shelter, Walker Clinging & Co., 16, Perry- 
hill, S.E.16. Buckinghamshire: Stoke Mandeville, 
Erection of garages, H. J. & A. Wright, Ltd., High- 
st., Gt. Missenden. Lancashire: I.R.0., ‘“ The 
Mount,” Orrell, nr. Wigan, Structural alterations 
and adaptations, Kearsley & Gee, Ltd., Heath-rd. 
Sawmills, Ashton-in-Waterfield. Yorkshire : Customs 
& Excise, Cleveland Dockyard, Dock-rd., Middles- 
brough, Alterations and adaptations, J. 8. Earnshaw, 
Ltd., Castlegate, Stockton-on-Tees. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by W.D., 
week ended April 14 :— 

Cornwall : Painting, W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., 
Watford. Wilts: Roadwork, Downing, Rudman & 
Bent, ‘Ltd., Chippenham. Hants: Miscellaneous, 
Cortis & Hankins, Ltd., Portsmouth; Miscellaneous, 


J. Lay & Co. (Portsmouth), Ltd., Portsmouth. 
Wilts: Miscellaneous, E. H. Bradley & Sons, Ltd., 
Swindon. 

Glos : Building alterations, H. 


J. Walker & Sons, 
Ltd., Bristol. Hants: Miscellaneous, R. W. Dow 
man, Southampton. .Co. Down: Miscellaneous, 7. 
Cairns, Relfast. Berks: Miscellaneous, H. Burfoot 
& Sons, Windsor. Midlothian: Building alterations, 
John Crow & Sons, Edinburg h. 

Lanarkshire: Building pa Hugh Broad- 
ley, Ltd., Glasgow. Renfrewshire : Heating and 
ventilating, Brightside Foundry & Engineering Co., 
Ltd., Glasgow. Lincs: Building, J. H. Gilbert, Ltd., 
Doncaster. Yorks : Building alterations and’ road- 
work, W. G. Birch (Harrogate, Ltd.), Harrogate. 
Lancs : Miscellaneous, Brown & Jackson, Ltd., Fleet- 
wood. Monmouthshire : Miscellaneous, R. W. Moon, 


Ltd., ‘Newport. 

Breconshire : Drainage, T. F. Howells, Ltd., Caer- 
hilly. Lancs : Painting, Woolfall & Rimmer, Lid., 

uthport. Cheshire : Dismantling, removal and re- 
erection, LL. L. Roberts (Cheshire), Ltd., Bebington. 
Worcester: Roadwork, Taylor & Co., Hereford. 
Merionethshire : Roadwork, Neuchatel Asphalte Co., 
Ltd.., Salford 5. Lancs : Roadwork, Apex Asphalters, 
Ltd., Stockport. 

Loughborough. —Erection of houses for T.C.: 
Davis & Co. (Leicester). Ltd., Leicester (78) ; “W. 
Corah & Son, Penfold Gate Works, Loughborough 
(18); *L. Hopkins, Forest-rd., Loughborough (6). 

Manchester.—First instalment of a new Jew’s 
school at Wilton Polygon, Crumpsall, for Gover- 


nors. Architects, Taylor & Young, Oxford-rd., 
Manchester: *G, & W. Smith, Ltd., Plymouth-gr., 
Manchester. $ 
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Middiesbrough.—Cublicing of the Erimus block at 
West-la. Infectious Diseases Hospital, for Newcastle 
Regional Hospital Board, Osborne-rd., Newcastle- 

























UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





Membership Certificate 


We have examined the 
records of the Federation of Master 
Builders, Ltd., and we hereby 
certify that the total membership 
of the Federation at 31st December, 
1950, including approved applica- 
tions but excluding any members 
whose subscriptions are unpaid 
for 1950, was 


10,696 


BARSHAM, NIXON & HAMILTON, 


Chartered Accountants. 
Auditors. 
1, Lincoin’s Inn Fields, 
London, W.C.2. 
2nd April, 1951. 





‘Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams : ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb, London.’’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 








THE BUILDER 


on-Tyne: *Hudson Bros., Fidler-st., Middlesbrough. 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—100 houses at the Logan 
Plantation. Mr. J. Bisset Scott, architect, Muni- 
‘ipal-chbrs., The Cross, Motherwell-Wishaw: *Mac- 
Lean & Co., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Newton Aycliffe.—Erection of 180 houses and 2 
garages on housing precinct A.6/7, and 11 shops, 
flats, public conveniences and lock- up garages re 
Ward “A” centre, for the Aycliffe Development 
Corporation. Architects, M. C. Robson & Son, 
Station-chbrs., Bishop Auckland: *Direct Labour. 

Norfolk,—Erection of King’s Lynn North infants’ 
school. J. Owen Bond & Son, architects, St. Faith’s 
House, Mountergate, Norwich. Quantities by G. W. 
Oak, ‘A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., Education Architect, 
Stracey-rd. : 

T. Gill & Son, Norwich ... site £65,431 
King’s Lynn Building Co., King’s. “Lynn, 

Norfolk” es bi 63,790 

P. Dockerill, Ltd., “King’s Lynn, Norfolk 61,3558 
Amalgamated Buildin ng Contractors, Ltd., 

wee S.W.8 a : 58,179 

: Carter, Lid., Norwich . 54,804 
J. Gecheane & Sons, Ltd., London, S.W.1 ... 55,520 
*Warren Bros., King’s Lynn, Norfolk 53,978 

Nuneaton.—116 houses at Camp Hill housing es- 
tate, for B.C.: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £160,586. 

Oldham.—Further 88 houses at Fitton Hill estate, 
for B.C.: tUnit Construction Co., Ltd., Knutsford, 
Cheshire (extension to contract recommended). 

Peterborough.—New offices, Oundle-st., for British 
Sugar Corporation, i Building: *F. R. Freeman 
& Co., Ltd,, 12, Cha .. N.W.1; superstructure : 
*Orlit. Ltd., 18, Buck te ae gate, S.W.1 

Plymouth.—Large four-storey hostel and club, 
Notte-st., for Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes. 
Est. cost, £200,000. Messrs. Joseph, architects, 10, 
Lowndes-sq., 8.W.1. Handcock & Dykes, heating 
and ventilating engineers, 5, Victoria-st., S.W.1. 
A. E. Thornton- Firkin & Partners, quantity sur- 
veyors, 17, Fitzhardinge-st., Portman-sq., W.1: 
*Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., 54, Cheam Common-rd., 
Worcester Park, Surrey. 

Reading.—Large extension of bottting hall, The 
Brewery, for H. & G. Simonds, Ltd. Cost, about 
£35,000. R. E. Southall, A.R.LB.A., chief. archi- 
tect: *Collier & Catley, Ltd., St. Mary’s Butts. 

Ringwood and Fordingbridge. —One block of four 
dwellings and two pairs of single-storey dwellings, 

The Bartons, <5 Fordingbridge. Frank Andrews, 


L.R.I.B.A., architect, 45, High-st., Ringwood: 
*Spence Bros., Ltd., Salisbury-st., Fordingbridge, 
ants, 


























Boyle's -s- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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Rochdale.—Adaptation of Holland — for 
Further Education, for E.C.: *E. Taylor & (Co, 
Ebor Sawmills, Littleborough. : ; 

Sevenoaks.—36 houses, Childsbridge-la., Seal, fo, 
R.D.C._ N. W. Cole, M.1.Mun.E., F.RICS 
A.M.T.P.I., Reg. Architect :— : 


Rayner Baker, Sevenoaks tee as a - £55,1m0 
Rumph, Ltd., Bromley ... : oe 55,175 
Hulse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich... .. 51,718 
A. Beaumont, Bexiey Heath .. eee 50,790 
R. Durtnell & Sons, Ltd., Sevenoaks |. 50,498 
Taylor, Ltd., Dartford --» 50,168 
Gough Cooper & Co., Lid.. Dartford vee 49,92 
Jones & Harvey, Ltd., cnaeanions ah ... 49,867 
M. Brittan, Leigh ... ae «. 49,326 
Swaffer, Forest Gat ae -. 49,210 
Walter Smith, Ltd., ® Riverhead” va -- 49,191 
Tatham, Orpington ve He vee 48,735 
e o G. Hawkes, Sevenoaks .. .. |. 48,658 

Davies, West Wickham ... ee: 
ee Ltd., Gillingham = s vs 47,94 
| a 8 Bennett, Eynsford... me ik ws 47,266 
Fernall & Sons, Cudham... __... ves ee 46,319 
Drury & Co., London, W.12 ... a .- 46,23] 
S. Berwick, ‘Sevenoaks a alge Pomme o40 
*G. F. Baldwin, Kemsing ... 


Shefheld.—Works for Regional. Hospital heat — 
Four staff cottages at Bosworth Park Infirmary; 
*H. Beck & Sons (Market Bosworth), Ltd., Nun. 
eaton, £6,945; canteen, kitchen and garage block 
at Blood Transfusion Depot, Northfield. rd., 
Sheffield; *H. M. Bleckhorne & Son, Ltd, 110, 
Duchess-rd., Sheffield. 

Smethwick.—Canteen and lavatory block, Rolfe- 
st., for M.D.M., Ltd. Jack Cotton, Ballard & Blow, 
architects, Cavendish House, Waterloo-st., Birming: 
ham 2: *W. E. Bevan, Quinton, Smethwick, 

Southend-on-Sea.—Fire Service garage at Grover. 
st.. for OF: 2B. G. Baxter, O.B.E., M.A. 
M.Inst.C.E., F.R.LCS., M.I.Mun.E., B.E. & §. 
*Depot Superintendent, Corporation Depot, Grainger. 
rd., Southend-on-Sea, £4,138. , 

Treherbert (South Wales).—New pithead baths, 
canteen, cycle sheds, car park, etc., Fernhill Col- 
liery, for National Miners’ Joint Welfare Council. 
W. Traylor, F.R.I.B.A., and J. L. James, L.R.LB 
Divisional and Deputy Architects, National Coal 
Board (South-Western Division), Cambrian-bldgs., 
Mount Stuart-sq., Cardiff: *Kent & Sussex Con- 
tractors, 109, Station-rd., Side up, Kent, £108,080. 

Wellingborough.—Stage 1 of reconstruction of &t. 
Barnabas Church: *Robert Marriott, Ltd, 
Rushden. 

Westminster.—80 flats and nursery school at 
Tachbrook estate extension scheme, for Westminster 
Housing Trust, Ltd.: *G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd, 
£156,918 (subject to M.L.G. & P. approval). 

Wigan.—Erection of secondary technical school 
and a college of further education at the Rectory 
Glebe site, for E.C. Architects, Grenfell Baines 
Group, Guildhall-st., Preston: *Leonard Fairclough, 
Ltd., Adlington; piling: *Franki Compressed Pile 
Co., Ltd., London. 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C1 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Tel: CHAncery 7901-4 
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